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Objectives: Class objects and school subjects: Describing things 
Method:  S-S 
Materials: None 
Procedure 
Step 1: T puts Ss into groups of four. 
Step 2: T has Ss in each group verbally come up with names of class objects and 
school subjects. 
Step 3: Ss in each group report to the class. T does error correction if necessary. 
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Objectives: Dialog 1: Describing people 
Method: S-S 
Materials: PPT 
Procedure 
Step 1: T has Ss describe their classmates in pairs. Sa describes and Sb guesses. 
e.g. S/he has black hair. Her / His shirt is blue. S/he has a red book. The book is on
the desk etc. T gives a demo first.
Step 2: Ss do the dialog and T monitors and provides assistance if necessary.
Step 3: T nominates Ss randomly to describe another S, the others guess.
Step 4: T repeats the previous activity using class objects e.g. It’s on the right side
of the table.
Step 5: T gives feedback.
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Objectives: School life 1: Introductions and presenting a family tree 
Method: S-S 
Materials: PPT  
Procedure 
Step 1: T has Ss work in pairs to come up with family members.  
Step 2: T gives feedback and error correction if necessary. 
Step 3: T divides the class into small groups and has each group draw a real or 
fictitious family tree. There should be at least three generations.  In addition to  
the relationship between members of the family, they should include     
the person’s age and favorite activity. Each S draws the tree on a sheet of paper 
and keeps it for the next class. 
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Objectives: Preview school subject 1: developing math-related vocabulary 
Method: T-S 
Materials: Math-related vocabulary i.e. digit, thousand, add, subtract, multiply, 
divide 
Procedure 
Step 1: T selects a word and draws a space on the board for each letter. e.g. if the 
word is ‘wave’, draw four spaces.  
Step 2: Divide Ss into 2 groups, no looking at notes. 
Step 3: Group 1 can guess one letter or word. If right 1 point, if wrong one  
hangman body part. Continue with each word. 
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Objectives: Identifying people or things. 
Method:  T-S 
Materials: None 
Procedure 
Step 1: T describes Ss and/or classroom objects. 
Step 2: Ss guess. T encourages peer correction. 
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Objectives:  School life 2: Introductions 
Method: S-S  
Materials: Family tree 
Procedure 
Step 1: Using the family trees the Ss came up with in the previous class, T asks Ss for a 
sentence describing themselves (ME); e.g. I like to ski and drive cars in the snow. I have a 
sister. Her name is … 
Step 2: T puts Ss into group of 3-4 and has Ss exchange family trees. Each S describes the 
tree to the rest of the group. T monitors and provides help if necessary. 
Step 3: T randomly asks Ss to report their partner’s family information to the whole class. 
Step 4: T has Ss do peer correction if necessary. 

Ac
tiv

ity
 2

 

Objectives: School subject 1: math 
Method: S-S 
Materials: PPT  
Procedure 
Step 1: T shows the four signs: ＋－×÷ and has Ss describe each one. e.g. The plus sign 
means to add. 
Step 2: T shows some equations and has Ss solve them.  
Step 3: T divides the class into two teams and has them line up across from their space  
on the board. The first S from each team goes to the board, ready to write down what T 
says to do. e.g.T says “Write the number 1200 on the board.” The first S to get it right 
raises his/her hand. T calls on the first one to say it out loud. If the answer is correct and 
the S said it correctly, the team receives 2 points. If the answer is correct but the student 
says it wrong, the team only gets one point. The next two Ss then go to the board. T says 
“divide this number by 2”. The first S to write the number 600 on the board raises his/ 
her hand. The same point system applies.  

. Write the number 12,000 on the board/ multiply that number by 2 (24,000) /  
subtract 1,000 (23,000) / add 500 (23,500) / subtract 3,500 (20,000) / divide by 10  
(2,000).  
. Write the number 50 on the board / divide by 2 (25) / multiply by 3 (75) / subtract 
50 (25) / multiple by 4 (100).  
. Write the number 210,000 on the board / multiply it by 2 (420,000) / subtract  
20,000 (400,000) / divide it by 4 (100,000) / subtract 1,500 (98,500). 
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Objectives: Preview school subject 1: math-related vocabulary 
Method: T-S 
Materials: Math-related vocabulary: triangle, circle, square, rectangle, side 
Procedure 
Step 1: T draws spaces for one of the target words e.g. four spaces for the word ‘side’. 
Step 2: Divide Ss into 2 groups, no looking at notes. 
Step 3: Group 1 can guess one letter or word. If right 1 point, if wrong one hangman  
body part. Continue with each word. 
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Objectives: Math equations. 
Method:  T-S 
Materials: None 
Procedure 
Step 1: T dictates 5 equations to Ss. e.g. 1412+375=1718, 982-43=939, 23×6=138, 
378÷14=27 
Step 2: T has Ss compare their answers in pairs then nominates Ss to give the answers. 

Ac
tiv

ity
 1

 

Objectives:  Dialog 2: Introductions and greetings 
Method: S-S 
Materials: Handout 
Procedure 
Step 1: T mimes something simple like eating a pizza and has Ss watch and guess the 
action. T makes sure Ss are using the present continuous. If necessary, mime another 
activity, for example making salad. 
Step 2: T shows 3 pictures one by one and elicits 3 words (art gallery, ironing, sauna)  
from Ss, which are from handouts that they are going to use later. 
Step 3: T divides Ss into teams of 5-8 and tells the Ss that they are going to take it in  
turns to mime an activity for the other Ss to guess. 
Step 4: T decides which team is going to play first and asks them to choose a S to do  
the first mime.  
Step 5: T gives the first player a mime card (see the picture named Handout) and  
explains to the class that, while s/he is miming, only the member of his/her team is 
allowed to call out a guess. If his/her team doesn’t guess correctly, the other teams  
are allowed to guess.  Teams score two points for a correct guess. 
Step 6: Continue until all the mime cards have been used. The team with the highest  
score is the winner. 
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Objectives: School subject 2: Geometry 
Method: T-S 
Materials: None  
Procedure 
Step 1: T shows the shapes and has Ss say the name and 2 more sentences about each 
shape. 
Step 2: T reads the paragraph below out loud as the students listen. Now, read the 
paragraph slowly, a few words at a time, while students write down what they hear. 
When  
T has finished, read it out loud again slowly for students to make sure they wrote 
everything down.  

Triangles, rectangles, squares and circles are geometric figures. You have to know these 
shapes when you study geometry. They are all made up of lines. The line that makes up  
a circle starts and ends at the same place. Rectangles and squares both have four lines.  
A square has four equal lines. Triangles only have three lines.  

Step 3: T has students exchange papers.  
Step 4: T asks for volunteers to write one sentence at a time on the board.  
Step 5: Students help correct the sentences, both on the board and on paper. 

Pr
ev

ie
w

 

Objectives: Preview school subject 1: vocabulary development 
Method: T-S 
Materials: Math-related vocabulary: fraction, decimal fraction, top number, bottom 
number 
Procedure 
Step 1:  T draws spaces for one of the target words e.g. four spaces for the word ‘side’. 
Step 2: Divide Ss into 2 groups, no looking at notes. 
Step 3: Group 1 can guess one letter or word. If right 1 point, if wrong one hangman  
body part. Continue with each word. 
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You are watching a horror 
movie. 

You are learning to drive. 

You are standing in a crowded 
bus. 

You are taking an exam. 

You are having a sauna. 

You are making a sandwich. 

You are eating something you 
don’t like. 

You are speaking in public. 

You are looking in the mirror. 

You are running to catch a bus. 

You are drinking a very hot cup 
of tea. 

You are singing an opera. 

You are riding a bicycle up a hill. 

You are waiting to see the 
famous dentist. 

You are writing a romantic letter. 

You are buying some flowers. 

You are looking at paintings in an 
art gallery. 

You are reading a sad story. 

You are doing the ironing. 

You are watching a funny movie. 
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Objectives: Talking about shapes. 
Method:  T-S 
Materials: Shape PPT 
Procedure 
Step 1: T shows shapes and nominates Ss to describe them. 
Step 2: Error correction if necessary. 
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Objectives:  School life 3: Introductions and small talk 
Method: S-S 
Materials: PPT 
Procedure 
Step 1: T shows questions to Ss and has them work in pairs to answer all the 
questions.  
Step 2: T gets answers from Ss and encourages different answers from Ss. 
Step 3: T has students introduce themselves to their neighbor and follow up with 
small talk. 
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Objectives: School subject 3: Geometry 
Method: S-S 
Materials: Handouts  
Procedure 
Step 1: T divides the class into teams of 4 and gives each team a list of shapes to find  
in the classroom. Have them write down next to the description of the shape where 
they found it. The first team to find all the shapes raises their hands. They must show 
where they found the shapes in order to win. Sample list: 
 Circle with numbers and at least 2 colors

 Triangle with three equal sides

 Rectangle with two lines that are thicker than the other two

 Square with letters and numbers

 T makes sure what they are asked to look for exists in the classroom.
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Objectives: Preview school subject 1: Vocabulary development 
Method: T-S 
Materials: Work-related vocabulary: doctor, construction worker, salesperson, 
department 
Procedure 
Step 1: T selects a word and draws a space on the board for each letter.  
e.g. if the word is ‘wave’, draw four spaces.
Step 2: Divide Ss into 2 groups, no looking at notes.
Step 3: Group 1 can guess one letter or word. If right 1 point, if wrong one hangman
body part. Continue with each word.
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Unit 1: Reading Texts 

Reading 1 

A ratio is a pair of numbers. We use a ratio to 

make a comparison between the sizes of the two 

numbers. Here's an example. There are 20 

students in Ms. Moreno's English class. There is 

one teacher for twenty students. We say that 

the class has a 20-to-1 ratio of students to 

teachers.  

We separate the numbers in a ratio with a colon 

(:). A 20-to-1 ratio is written as 20:1. 

Reading 2 

A school with 200 students and 10 teachers also 

has a 20:1 student-teacher ratio. There are 

twenty students for each teacher in the school. 

There are 10 boys and 15 girls in Dr. Martin's 

science class. A class with 10 boys and 15 girls 

has a 10:15 ratio of boys to girls. This is the same 

as the fraction 10/15, which is equal to 2/3. So, 

we can say that the ratio of boys to girls is 2:3. 

There are two boys for every three girls in the 

class. 

Reading 3 

People use ratios to solve everyday problems. 

When you cook, you need to mix different 

ingredients together. You can use a ratio to 

remember the correct amount of each 

ingredient. For example, to cook rice, you need 

to add the correct amount of water to each cup 

of uncooked rice. For white rice, the ratio of 

water to rice is 2:1. You need two cups of water 

for each cup of rice. So you need six cups of 

water for three cups of rice. The ratio is always 

2:1.  

Reading 4 

We can use ratios to compare the number of 

men and women in the world today. The ratio of 

men to women changes as people get older. In 

general, women live longer than men. So the 

ratio of men to women decreases as people get 

older. Up to age 40, there are more males than 

females. After age 40, there are more women 

than men. In the United States, at age 65, there 

are only 75 men for every 100 women. In other 

words, the ratio of men to women is 75:100.  

RFS Unit 1  
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Unit 1: Reading for Success Classroom Activities 

Warm Up  

Show the chart from the written exercises. 

Work with students to fill in the correct numbers. Then ask students questions such as: 

 How many students are in Howard High School?

 Are there more students or teachers?

 What’s the total number of teachers?

 How many students are there for each teacher?

 What is the ratio of students to computers in Ms. Carter's class?

 Is the ratio of students to teachers 1:20?

Ask students to work in pairs, asking and answering questions about this chart. 

Main Activity 1 – Dictation 

Note to Teacher:  Dictations require students to listen carefully to sentences based on the readings, and 

then work together to reconstruct the text. Speak the dictation sentences in phrasal units to help 

students become aware of how sentences are grouped into logical chunks. 

Write this word on the board:  ingredient. Give the following dictation. Read each sentence at least twice. 

1) When you cook, you need to mix different ingredients together.

2) People use ratios to remember the correct amount of each ingredient.

3) When you cook white rice, the ratio of water to rice is 2:1.

4) You need two cups of water for each cup of rice.

Howard

High School

___ students

10 teachers

20:1

students to 
teachers

Dr. Martin's 
class

10 boys

_____ girls

2:3

boys to girls

Ms. Carter's 
class

___ students

5 computers

7:1 

students to 
computers
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Have students work in groups to compare the sentences they have written. Ask groups to agree on 

correct sentences. Then, for each sentence, ask students from two different groups to write the sentence 

on the board. Have the class compare the two versions of the sentence and discuss any differences. 

 Ask follow-up questions like:  

How can ratios help you cook?  

What is the ratio of water to white rice?  

How much water do you need for 3 cups of rice? 

Main Activity 2 – Scanning 

Note to Teacher: Students need to practice scanning in preparation for the demands of academic study. 

Readers use this skill when they are looking for specific information when searching on the Internet, or 

when reviewing a textbook before an exam. In this exercise, students practice answering comprehension 

questions by scanning the texts for relevant information. 

Make copies of Reading 4 and distribute them to the students. Tell students to look at the text and to 

find the answers to the questions you ask. Tell students to circle the answers when they find them, and 

then write the number of the question next to the answer. 

Ask these questions: 

Question 1: Who lives longer, women or men? 

Question 2: How does the ratio of men to women change as people get older? 

Question 3: At age 30, are there more men or women?  

Question 4: At age 50, are there more men or women? 

Question 5: What country has a 75:100 ratio of men to women at age 65? 

To review answers with students, project a copy of the text on the board. Ask volunteers to come up and 

point to the answers to each question. Alternatively, you can ask students to read the phrases or 

sentences where they found the answers.  

Writing Extension 

Have students count the number of male students and female students in the class. Ask them to write 

several sentences about the ratio between males and females in the class. Then ask them to write several 

sentences describing the relationship between the number of male and female teachers in the school.  
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Unit 1: Reading Texts 
 
Reading 1 
A ratio is a pair of numbers. We use a ratio to 
make a comparison between the sizes of the two 
numbers. Here's an example. There are 20 
students in Ms. Moreno's English class. There is 
one teacher for twenty students. We say that 
the class has a 20-to-1 ratio of students to 
teachers.  
We separate the numbers in a ratio with a colon 
(:). A 20-to-1 ratio is written as 20:1. 
 
 
 
Reading 2 
A school with 200 students and 10 teachers also 
has a 20:1 student-teacher ratio. There are 
twenty students for each teacher in the school. 
There are 10 boys and 15 girls in Dr. Martin's 
science class. A class with 10 boys and 15 girls 
has a 10:15 ratio of boys to girls. This is the same 
as the fraction 10/15, which is equal to 2/3. So, 
we can say that the ratio of boys to girls is 2:3. 
There are two boys for every three girls in the 
class. 
 

Reading 3 
People use ratios to solve everyday problems. 
When you cook, you need to mix different 
ingredients together. You can use a ratio to 
remember the correct amount of each 
ingredient. For example, to cook rice, you need 
to add the correct amount of water to each cup 
of uncooked rice. For white rice, the ratio of 
water to rice is 2:1. You need two cups of water 
for each cup of rice. So you need six cups of 
water for three cups of rice. The ratio is always 
2:1.  
 
Reading 4 
We can use ratios to compare the number of 
men and women in the world today. The ratio of 
men to women changes as people get older. In 
general, women live longer than men. So the 
ratio of men to women decreases as people get 
older. Up to age 40, there are more males than 
females. After age 40, there are more women 
than men. In the United States, at age 65, there 
are only 75 men for every 100 women. In other 
words, the ratio of men to women is 75:100.  
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Unit 1: Reading for Success Classroom Activities 
 

Warm Up  
Show the chart from the written exercises. 

 
Work with students to fill in the correct numbers. Then ask students questions such as: 

 How many students are in Howard High School? 
 Are there more students or teachers? 
 What’s the total number of teachers? 
 How many students are there for each teacher? 
 What is the ratio of students to computers in Ms. Carter's class? 
 Is the ratio of students to teachers 1:20? 

Ask students to work in pairs, asking and answering questions about this chart.  

 

Main Activity 1 – Dictation 

Note to Teacher:  Dictations require students to listen carefully to sentences based on the readings, and 
then work together to reconstruct the text. Speak the dictation sentences in phrasal units to help 
students become aware of how sentences are grouped into logical chunks. 

Write this word on the board:  ingredient. Give the following dictation. Read each sentence at least twice. 

1) When you cook, you need to mix different ingredients together.  
2) People use ratios to remember the correct amount of each ingredient. 
3) When you cook white rice, the ratio of water to rice is 2:1.  
4) You need two cups of water for each cup of rice.  

Howard
High School

___ students

10 teachers

20:1
students to 

teachers

Dr. Martin's 
class

10 boys

_____ girls

2:3
boys to girls

Ms. Carter's 
class

___ students

5 computers

7:1 
students to 
computers
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Have students work in groups to compare the sentences they have written. Ask groups to agree on 
correct sentences. Then, for each sentence, ask students from two different groups to write the sentence 
on the board. Have the class compare the two versions of the sentence and discuss any differences. 

 Ask follow-up questions like:  

How can ratios help you cook?  

What is the ratio of water to white rice?  

How much water do you need for 3 cups of rice? 
 

Main Activity 2 – Scanning 

Note to Teacher: Students need to practice scanning in preparation for the demands of academic study. 
Readers use this skill when they are looking for specific information when searching on the Internet, or 
when reviewing a textbook before an exam. In this exercise, students practice answering comprehension 
questions by scanning the texts for relevant information. 

Make copies of Reading 4 and distribute them to the students. Tell students to look at the text and to 
find the answers to the questions you ask. Tell students to circle the answers when they find them, and 
then write the number of the question next to the answer. 

Ask these questions: 

Question 1: Who lives longer, women or men? 
Question 2: How does the ratio of men to women change as people get older? 
Question 3: At age 30, are there more men or women?  
Question 4: At age 50, are there more men or women? 
Question 5: What country has a 75:100 ratio of men to women at age 65? 
 
To review answers with students, project a copy of the text on the board. Ask volunteers to come up and 
point to the answers to each question. Alternatively, you can ask students to read the phrases or 
sentences where they found the answers.  
 

Writing Extension 

Have students count the number of male students and female students in the class. Ask them to write 
several sentences about the ratio between males and females in the class. Then ask them to write several 
sentences describing the relationship between the number of male and female teachers in the school.  
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