
Handout3-Dictation  

Dictation 

• Ten years ago Tom was arrested for stealing a car.

• As a result, he had to spend a year in jail.

• Since then he has tried to change his life.

• He has stayed out of trouble and worked hard.

• For the last five years he has had the same job.

• But the pay is low and it isn’t interesting.

• Now he is tired of his life and doesn’t know what to do.
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HANDOUT 1 Key Phrases 

John’s Phrases 

• … follow his dream to…

•  … used to be …. 

• … was rejected…

• … kept on…

• … has written/been…

• ….Mikhail Gorbachev

• … for the 1st time…

• … A year later,…

• … still hasn’t met …

• … within next 2/3 years.

Jack’s Phrases 

• … in trouble

• When he was 16, he …

• … was arrested for …

• All together, he has been …

• … has been jail for …

• … got married…

• Six months later,…

• … couldn’t stand …

• … was tired of …

• He wishes …
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HANDOUT 1A 

#1 Write a short essay to tell about President Obama’s life. Start with: 

 when he was born

 tell about his childhood

 his education

 his family background

 his current status, and

 his future

U.S. President Barack Obama 

Born:    1961, in Honolulu, Hawaii 

Graduated:   1991, Harvard Law School 

Married:  1992, Chicago, Michelle  

Elected: 2008, 44th President, United States 

Party membership: Democratic  

Fact: First African-American elected president 

Future:   expecting to be re-elected in 2012 

Other facts: 

 Lived with grandparents in Hawaii since he was 10

 Twenty-two years old, father killed in a car accident, Nairobi, Kenya

 Father’s childhood - goat-herder in Kenya, Africa

 Two-years old, parents divorced

 Father received a PhD from Harvard and returned to Africa

 Obama lived with mother in Jakarta, Indonesia until 10 years old

 Won Nobel Peace Prize, 2009

 Has two daughters



HANDOUT 1B 

#2  Write a short essay to tell about Yu Dan’s life. Start with: 

 when she was born

 tell about her childhood

 her education

 her family background

 her current status, and

 her future

Associate Professor Yu Dan 

Born: 1965, Beijing 

Graduated: Beijing Normal University 

Married: Classmate 

Career:    Professor and Associate Dean of The School of Arts and Media at Beijing 

Normal University 

Known for: Unique way of analyzing the ancient Chinese classic of The Analects on TV 

Achievements: “Reflections on The Analects” printed book based on her televised lectures 

sold 4.2 million legal copies and 6 million pirated versions; 2007 

Book translated in English, 2009, title“Confucius from the Heart” 

Other facts: 

 Chinese author, media scholar

 Since childhood enjoyed reading and memorizing Chinese classical literature

 China’s Most Beautiful Woman Award, 2007

 Childhood, an only child in small apartment in Beijing

 Academic career in Chinese Classics and Film & Television Studies

 Grandmother taught her to sing Chinese opera and do traditional brush

calligraphy



HANDOUT 2  TomCruise 

An American Actor’s Life 

Tom Cruise is an American actor. He was born on 3 July 1962 in 

New York, USA. Cruise attended Robert Hopkins Public School in New 

York for grades three, four, and five. The family then moved to the 

suburb in Ottawa, Ontario. When he was twelve, his mother left his father, 

taking Cruise and his sister Lee Anne with her.  

Cruise first appeared in supporting roles the 1981 films Endless Love 

and Taps, the latter in which he played a crazed military school student. 

His first starring role was in the 1983 comedy Losin' It. That same year he 

appeared in All the Right Moves and Risky Business, which has been 

described as "A Generation-X classic, and a career-maker for Tom 

Cruise".  

   In addition, Cruise has been nominated for three Academy Awards 

and won three Golden Globe Awards. He also played the role of a heroic 

naval pilot in the popular and financially successful 1986 film, Top Gun. 

   Then, in 1993, Cruise partnered with his former talent agent Paula 

Wager to form Cruise Productions and the company has since 

co-produced several of Cruise’s films, the first being Mission: Impossible 

in 1996 which was also Cruise’s first project as a producer. Forbes 

Magazine ranked him as the world’s most powerful celebrity in 2006.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_Hopkins_Public_School
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ottawa
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ontario
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Endless_Love_(film)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Taps_(film)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Losin%27_It
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/All_the_Right_Moves
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Risky_Business


HANDOUT 3 Dictation 

Australia’s Kindest Kid 

Ten-year-old Dylan Ward has been named the Kindest Kid in Australia. How did 

he earn such a special title? Dylan sold his own paintings to support the nurses 

who helped his family during his grandfather's battle with cancer. 

His grandfather died last year. But Dylan wanted to thank those who helped his 

grandfather deal with his illness. Dylan had spent many hours painting with him, 

so he decided to honor his grandfather's memory by using his artistic talents. 

He created more than 80 paintings and held his very own art show in September, 

raising more than $1,000 for charity. He gave the money to Cancer Support 

Center, the medical group whose nurses helped his grandfather. 

Dylan's mother sent his story to the "Australia's Kindest Kid" competition. The 

annual countrywide contest seeks out children between the ages of 5 and 16 

who have used their time and talents to help others. People across the country 

voted for their favorite Kindest Kid. 

"I'm really shocked. I didn't think I would win," Dylan said. "I would like to thank 

everybody who has voted for me.“ 

Last week, Dylan was presented with a medal honoring his work. Dylan was also 

awarded $1,500 to spend however he wishes, and $1000 more to donate to the 

charity of his choice. 

Dylan says he will continue to sell his art for charity. He is already planning a 

"bigger and better" art show for next year.  
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