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Introduction 
  
 
Welcome to Reading for Success, a multimedia course 
that prepares students to use English in school and in 
school subject areas like math, science, and history. 
The course focuses on the academic reading skills and 
strategies that will help students succeed in an English-
speaking school environment.  
 
The course is designed for learners ages 11 and up, 
from middle school to university. It is intended to be 
used with DynEd's premium academic English 
listening and speaking course, English for Success. 
 
 
Based on the latest research into second language reading, Reading for Success builds on the same brain-
based learning principles and instructional approaches that are fundamental to all DynEd courseware. Each 
lesson type develops fluency and automaticity in reading comprehension, working with academic texts that 
reflect and extend the language and content of English for Success. Reading for Success provides learners 
with the deep practice essential to long-term skill development. The course strengthens key reading skills by 
engaging learners with the same text in different ways. 
 
Each unit of the course is built around a series of four short readings with comprehension questions, followed 
by a variety of exercises that reinforce key academic reading skills, including: 
 

• reading for main idea and important details  
• skimming and scanning 
• understanding vocabulary in context 
• recognizing grammar patterns and propositional units (chunks) 
• increasing reading fluency 
• rapid word recognition and decoding 
• using context clues to meaning 
• oral reading and pronunciation 
• using dictionary definitions 

 
DynEd's unique interactive program enables students to work at their own pace, with instant access to 
repetition and learning aids such as voice-recording and playback. The course also includes time-based 
activities to increase reading fluency. 
 
The interactive multimedia material in this course represents a significant advance over traditional language 
laboratory materials. As with any new set of tools, however, teachers and students alike need to develop 
techniques and strategies for using it most effectively. This Teacher's Guide contains suggestions for 
classroom use as well as guidelines for directing self-study. 
 
 

Note:  For updates to DynEd products, please go to DynEd’s website at: 
http://www.dyned.com 
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Unit Organization 
Each unit of Reading for Success follows the same 
3-part structure. Parts 1 and 2 introduce the 
academic reading passages, with focused exercises 
designed to build comprehension and reading 
skills. The Reading Challenges section reinforces 
these skills with more challenging activities, 
including Speech Recognition practice. 
 

Part 1 
Reading 

Reading 1 
Reading 2 

Sentence Focus 
Find the Words 

Part 2 
Reading 

Reading 3 
Reading 4 

Vocabulary Focus 
Find the Words 

Reading 
Challenges 

Memory Game 
Missing Words 
Make a Sentence (SR) 

 
 

Each unit is built around a sequence of four reading 
texts. The language and theme of each unit is 
associated with the corresponding unit of English 
for Success. 

 
Depending on the learner’s level and native 
language, each unit will require at least 3-5 hours 
of study over a period of one week or more, with 
frequent review being a key to success.  
 
Each unit has 7 lesson types, each with a different 
focus: 
 
 
1.  Reading lessons present short readings on an 
academic topic linked to the corresponding unit of 
English for Success. After reading through the 
passage silently, students can click on each 
sentence in the reading to hear the sentence read 
aloud. Students can practice their oral reading skills 
by recording their voices and comparing their 
recordings with the native speakers. Encourage 
students to pay special attention to how the 
speakers use pauses and intonation to group words 
into meaningful chunks. 
 
 
 

The main idea and details of each reading passage 
are reinforced by comprehension questions which 
direct learners' attention to sentences within the 
passage. 
 

 
 
 
2.  Sentence Focus lessons focus on the word 
choices (grammar and vocabulary) that determine 
the meaning of sentences from the readings. Each 
lesson includes a variety of items, which change 
each time a student enters the lesson. Correct 
answers are reinforced through audio. 
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3.  Vocabulary Focus lessons check learners' 
knowledge of key vocabulary from the readings. 
These lessons help students understand and use 
English-only word definitions, a key to academic 
success in an English-speaking environment. With 
the correct answer, the student hears the word or 
phrase in the context of a spoken sentence from the 
reading. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
4.  Find the Word lessons challenge learners to 
listen to a word or phrase and then to click on the 
words within the reading. This timed activity 
reinforces students' ability to associate spoken 
words with their written form as well as their 
ability to scan through a text. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

5.  The Memory Game is an innovative, timed 
activity—based on brain research—that requires 
learners to read both quickly and carefully, a key 
academic skill. Learners first listen (without text) to 
a spoken sentence or question. Then they see a 
sentence and must quickly decide if the text 
matches the original sentence or answers the 
question. The activity develops both listening and 
reading fluency, plus the ability to chunk and hold 
information in working memory.  
 

 
 
 
 
6.  Missing Words lessons focus on learners' ability 
to recognize how sentences are constructed and 
how words are used in context. In this activity, 
learners choose the correct word for each blank 
from a limited number of choices. Each time the 
student returns to the activity the missing words 
and the answer choices will change. 
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This lesson incorporates game-based principles, 
with the level of difficulty increasing as the student 
moves from text to text. At the higher levels, there 
is a time limit and the number of missing words, as 
well as the number of answer choices, increases. 
 

 
 
 
7.  Make a Sentence lessons give students the 
chance to take advantage of Speech Recognition 
technology to practice their speaking and improve 
their oral fluency. These motivating exercises also 
reinforce the ability to recognize and reproduce 
thought groups (chunks) as learners are asked to 
match the two parts of a sentence by saying the 
complete sentence aloud. This lesson reinforces 
speaking fluency and pronunciation, as well as 
learners' understanding of key sentences from the 
reading text and of their relationship with each 
other. 
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Teacher's Guide 
 
Research has shown the benefit of a blended model of instruction, where multimedia activities outside of 
class are reinforced and extended with communicative listening and speaking activities in the classroom.  

This Teacher's Guide is designed to help teachers integrate Reading for Success into their classroom. For 
each unit of the course, this guide includes written worksheets and lesson plans for in-class activities to 
practice and extend the language and content of the unit and promote active learning. Classroom activities 
allow the student to practice using and personalizing the language presented in the readings and provide 
motivation for more effective self-study when not in class. Ideally, at least one hour of class time should be 
planned for each unit of the course. 

For each unit of Reading for Success, this Teacher's Guide contains: 

 
Reading Texts Reading 1 

Reading 2 
Reading 3 
Reading 4 

Written Exercises Getting Started 
Comprehension Check 1 
Vocabulary Practice 1 
Language Focus 1 
Comprehension Check 2 
Vocabulary Practice 2 
Language Focus 2 

Classroom Activities Warm Up 
Main Activity 1 
Main Activity 2 
Writing Extension 

 

Reading Texts 
These texts present the four readings from each unit of Reading for Success. When they use the courseware, 
learners will engage with these texts in a variety of ways, reinforcing key reading skills, as described in the 
previous section of this guide. These texts should not be handed out to students unless the readings are being 
used as part of an in-class activity. The texts can also be used by teachers to prepare in-class activities.  
 
 

Written Exercises 
These reproducible worksheets reinforce the content and the language presented in the units and apply the 
reading skills developed through the courseware. These written exercises also prepare students for academic 
writing tasks. The worksheets can be assigned for in-class work, for homework, or for one-to-one lessons 
with a DynEd coach. The Written Exercises in this guide may be copied and handed out to students who are 
using this course under a valid license, but may not be republished or sold without a separate licensing 
agreement with DynEd.  
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There are seven Written Exercises for each unit: 
 

Getting Started 
These exercises introduce learners to key information in the unit. The worksheets often include graphic 
organizers to help students see how the readings are organized and to prepare students for note-taking and 
mini-presentation activities in class. 
 
Comprehension Check 1 and 2 
Comprehension Checks confirm learners' understanding of main ideas and important details from the 
readings. At lower levels, these exercises are mostly multiple-choice or comprehension questions that can 
be answered with sentences from the readings. At higher levels, learners are required to synthesize 
information or make inferences from the readings. Comprehension Check 1 covers Readings 1 and 2, 
while Comprehension Check 2 focuses on Readings 3 and 4. If needed, students can be allowed to look at 
the readings or courseware when answering these questions. 
 
Vocabulary Practice 1 and 2 
These exercises, in a variety of formats, reinforce the use and meaning of words and phrases from the 
readings. Students focus on words in context, definitions, word forms, classification, synonyms and 
antonyms, and paraphrasing.  
 
Language Focus 1 and 2 
These exercises focus on larger chunks of language from the readings, looking at words and phrases 
within the context of one or more paragraphs. The activities reinforce information in the readings and 
require learners to recognize the correct word choice or grammatical form to fit the context. 

 
 

Classroom Activities 
 
The Classroom Activities are designed to be used in the classroom or lab to extend and reinforce the 
language and content of each unit. Teachers can use some or all of these activities in class as lesson plans, 
depending on the needs of the students and overall class goals. As with the written exercises, these materials 
may not be republished or sold without a separate licensing agreement with DynEd. 
 

Warm Up 
Objective:  Relating the language and topic to personal experience and background knowledge through 
question and answer and through discussion. 

In the Classroom Warm Up activities, students practice, extend and personalize the language and content 
of the readings. Using pictures, graphic organizers, or questions about learners' personal opinions and 
experiences, these activities give students the chance to use their own words, as well as language from the 
readings, to respond to the unit topic. 

Main Activity 1 and 2 
These two activities are the core of the in-class extension activities. Depending on the nature of the 
exercise, these activities may include use of the written texts. There are a variety of formats, including: 

Mini-Presentation 
Objective:  Presenting information to an audience clearly in one's own words and responding to 
questions. 
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The ability to present information orally is an essential academic skill. Students practice 
paraphrasing or summarizing the information in the readings and presenting this information to the 
class. Encourage students to use their own words and not rely on the sentences from the readings. 
Higher-level students should expand upon the readings and introduce information and examples 
from their own experience and base of knowledge. 

 
Dictation 
Objectives:  Using chunking and grammatical knowledge to understand and accurately reconstruct 
spoken sentences based on the readings. Understanding sentence structure and word choices through 
discussion with other students. 

Dictations require students to listen carefully to sentences based on the readings, and then work 
together to reconstruct the text. Speak the dictation sentences in phrasal units to help students 
become aware of how sentences are grouped into logical chunks. After reading each sentence twice, 
have students work in groups to compare the sentences they wrote. Then ask groups to agree on 
correct sentences.  

Taking Notes 
Objectives:  Using graphic organizers and other note-taking methods for capturing key ideas from a 
reading. Paraphrasing information from readings by working from notes. 

An essential reading and study skill is identifying what information in a text is important, and then 
writing short notes about it. This skill allows students to study better because they can quickly 
review the information later without re-reading the whole text. These lessons introduce various 
formats for note-taking, such as bulleted lists, graphic organizers, and annotations.  

Finding Evidence 
Objective:  Justifying an opinion or idea by finding information in a text that supports the idea.  

Skilled readers should be able to find evidence in texts to support their assertions or arguments. In 
these exercises, students read several sentences and decide if they are true or false. Then, they look 
for information in the text to support their answers.  

Putting Sentences in Order 
Objective:  Recognizing how ideas in a reading are connected by identifying the linking words and 
strategies used by the writer.   

Learning organizational strategies and cohesive elements—like transitions and repeated words—will 
help students to understand more complex texts. It will also help them write more clearly. This 
activity gives students a chance to analyze in a simple way how sentences are logically linked 
together in a paragraph. 

Writing Extension 
Objective:  Extending the language of the unit through writing and through personal responses to the 
readings. 
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These activities provide written follow-up to the language-learning and communication activities in 
the classroom and the courseware. The writing can either be reviewed by the coach or teacher or 
shared with other members of the class in an online forum or discussion group. As an alternative, 
these activities can be done as in-class discussions. 

 
In addition to these Classroom Activities, here are some other activities to check students' comprehension and 
reading skills, to see if the students have studied effectively, and to extend and vary the concepts and 
vocabulary of the unit: 
• Oral Reading:  Have students read sections of the texts aloud. Check for fluency, pronunciation, 

intonation, and phrasing. Pay special attention to students' ability to chunk sentences by conceptual units 
or phrases. 

• Vocabulary Development:  List important vocabulary items on the blackboard and provide explanations 
and additional examples as needed. See if students can generate examples of related words or synonyms. 
When possible, relate the words back to the context of the readings. 

• Oral Presentation:  Have students practice summarizing the readings for the class. First have them work 
in pairs. Then choose individual students to present portions of the readings to the class. 

• Reading Extension:  For higher-level students, and in later units of the course, have students read short 
selections from real textbooks or from the Internet. In the history lessons, for example, students can read 
short biographies of additional historical figures. 

• Writing Assignments:  For higher-level students, and in later units of the course, have students practice 
writing short summaries of the subject material, using their own words. 
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Unit Topics  
Each unit of Reading for Success reinforces and extends the language and content of the corresponding 
unit of English for Success.

 
Unit 1: Ratios 
EFS Math: Numbers, Fractions 
 
 

Unit 2: Ice 
EFS Science: States of Matter 
 

 

Unit 3: Time Zones 
EFS Geography: Time Zones  
 

 

Unit 4: Weather and 
Climate 
EFS World Talk Cards: Weather  
 

Unit 5: Negative 
Numbers 
EFS Math: Number Types 

 
Unit 6: Air Resistance 
EFS Science: Force, Motion, Gravity 
 

Unit 7: Ocean 
Exploration 
EFS Geography: Land and Water 

 

Unit 8: Tea and Coffee 
EFS World Talk Cards: Preferences  
 

 
Unit 9: Confucius 
EFS History: Historical Figures 
 
 

Unit 10: Calendars 
EFS Math: Time Units 
 

 
 
 
 

Unit 11: Ocean Waves 
EFS Science: Waves 
 
 

Unit 12: The Earth's 
Crust 
EFS Earth Science: Earth Structure 
 

Unit 13: The Golden 
Age of Athens 
EFS History: Early Greece 
 

Unit 14: Smartphones 
EFS Math: Graphs 
 
 

Unit 15: Predictions 
EFS English: Modals  
 

 

Unit 16: Viruses 
EFS Science: Biology: Cells 
 

Unit 17: Margaret 
Thatcher 
EFS History: Famous Leaders 
 

Unit 18: The United 
Nations  
EFS Political Science: Government  

 

Unit 19: Money 
EFS Economics: Goods and Services  
 
 
Unit 20: Nature vs. 
Nurture 
EFS Psychology: Modern History

 
 
© 2014 DynEd International 11 August 2014 
 



Reading For Success ~ Unit 1 

  

Unit 1: RATIOS 
Reading Texts   

 
Reading 1 

A ratio is a pair of numbers. We use a ratio 
to make a comparison between the sizes of 
the two numbers. Here's an example. There 
are 20 students in Ms. Moreno's English 
class. There is one teacher for twenty 
students. We say that the class has a 20-to-1 
ratio of students to teachers.  

We separate the numbers in a ratio with a 
colon (:). A 20-to-1 ratio is written as 20:1. 

Reading 2 

A school with 200 students and 10 teachers 
also has a 20:1 student-teacher ratio. There 
are twenty students for each teacher in the 
school. 

There are 10 boys and 15 girls in Dr. 
Martin's science class. A class with 10 boys 
and 15 girls has a 10:15 ratio of boys to 
girls. This is the same as the fraction 10/15, 
which is equal to 2/3. So, we can say that the 
ratio of boys to girls is 2:3. There are two 
boys for every three girls in the class. 

Reading 3 

People use ratios to solve everyday 
problems. When you cook, you need to mix 
different ingredients together. You can use a 
ratio to remember the correct amount of 
each ingredient. For example, to cook rice, 
you need to add the correct amount of water 
to each cup of uncooked rice. For white rice, 
the ratio of water to rice is 2:1. You need 
two cups of water for each cup of rice. So 
you need six cups of water for three cups of 
rice. The ratio is always 2:1.  

Reading 4 

We can use ratios to compare the number of 
men and women in the world today. The 
ratio of men to women changes as people 
get older. In general, women live longer than 
men. So the ratio of men to women 
decreases as people get older. Up to age 40, 
there are more males than females. After age 
40, there are more women than men. In the 
United States, at age 65, there are only 75 
men for every 100 women. In other words, 
the ratio of men to women is 75:100.  
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EXERCISES 
 
Getting Started 
 
Fill in the blanks with the correct numbers. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Howard High 
School

___ students

10 teachers

20:1
students to 

teachers

Dr. Martin's 
class

10 boys

_____ girls

2:3
boys to girls

Ms. Carter's 
class

___ students

5 computers

7:1 
students to 
computers
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Comprehension Check 1 
 

Circle the correct answer. 

1. A ratio is a pair of ___________. 
a. numbers 
b. people 
c. students 

2. We use ratios ________ the size of two numbers. 
a. to add 
b. to compare 
c. to divide 

3. We separate the numbers in a ratio with a _________. 
a. colon 
b. comma 
c. hyphen 

4. A class with 10 boys and 15 girls has a _______ ratio of boys to girls. 
a. 10+15 
b. 2:3 
c. 15:10 

5. If a class has 40 students, with 20 boys and 20 girls, the boy-girl ratio is _____. 
a. 1:1 
b. 20:1 
c. 20:40 

Vocabulary Practice 1 

What is the missing word? Unscramble the word and write it in the blank. 

1. samoopcnir 
 

We use a ratio to make a comparison  between the sizes of two numbers.  

2. iatro 
 

 
A ________ is a pair of numbers. 

3. ptaeaers 
 

 
We _____________ the numbers in a ratio with a colon. 

4. intraofc 
 

 
The ratio 4:5 is the same as the __________ 4/5. 

5. lueaq 
 

 
10/20 is _____________ to 1/2. 

6. lepemax 
 

 
3:10 is an _____________ of a ratio. 
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Language Focus 1 

Write the missing words or numbers in the blanks. 
 

a. students 
b. teacher 
c. fraction 
d. ratio 

e. three 
f. 10:15 
g. equal 
h. class 

 

1. A school with 200 students  and 10 teachers has a 20:1 student-teacher ratio.  

2. There is one ___________ for twenty students. 

3. A ___________ with 10 boys and 15 girls has a ___________ ratio of boys to girls.  

4. This is the same as the ___________ 10/15, which is ___________ to 2/3. 

5. So, we can say that the ___________ of boys to girls is 2:3. 

6. There are two boys for every ___________ girls in the class. 
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Comprehension Check 2 
 
For each example, choose the correct ratio. 

1. There are 40 students and 2 teachers. 
a. 2:1 
b. 20:1 

2. There are 10 boys and 15 girls in a class. 
a. 2:3 
b. 1:5 

3. You need 3 cups of flour for each cup of water. 
a. 3:3 
b. 3:1 

4. At age 65, there are 75 males to 100 females. 
a. 75: 100 
b. 2:3 

5. In a game, there are 60 blue balls and 20 red balls. 
a. 6:2 
b. 60:80 

6. There are 15 English classes and 5 German classes. 
a. 3:1 
b. 15:1 

7. There are 25 computer and 5 classrooms. 
a. 5:1 
b. 30:5 

8. There are 125 cupcakes and 50 students. 
a. 25:1 
b. 2.5:1 
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Vocabulary Practice 2 

Match the words in the two columns to make a common English phrase. Then write the 
complete phrase in Column 3. 
 

1. everyday a) a comparison  

2. a pair    b) different ingredients  

3. in other c) longer  

4. more males d) of numbers  

5. the ratio e) of water to rice  

6. to get f) older  

7. to live g) problems everyday problems 

8. to make h) than females  

9. to mix i) words  

 

Language Focus 2 

Fill in the missing words. Two words will not be used. 
 

a. ingredient 
b. rice 
c. two 
d. always 
e. mix 

f. three 
g. correct 
h. ratio 
i. six 
j. solve 

 

People use ratios to solve  everyday problems. When you cook, you need to (1) ___________ 

different ingredients together. You can use a ratio to remember the correct amount of each (2) 

___________. For example, to cook rice, you need to add the (3) ___________ amount of water 

to each cup of uncooked rice. For white rice, the (4) ___________ of water to rice is 2:1. You 

need (5) ___________ cups of water for each cup of rice. With three cups of uncooked rice, you 

need (6) ___________ cups of water. The ratio is (7) ___________ 2:1. 
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CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES 
 
Unit 1: Warm Up  

Show the chart from the written Exercises. 
 

 
 
 
Work with students to fill in the correct numbers. Then ask students questions such as: 

 How many students are in Howard High School? 
 Are there more students or teachers? 
 What’s the total number of teachers? 
 How many students are there for each teacher? 
 What is the ratio of students to computers in Ms. Carter's class? 
 Is the ratio of students to teachers 1:20? 

Ask students to work in pairs, asking and answering questions about this chart.  

 

 

 

Howard
High School

___ students

10 teachers

20:1
students to 

teachers

Dr. Martin's class

10 boys

_____ girls

2:3
boys to girls

Ms. Carter's class

___ students

5 computers

7:1 
students to 
computers
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Unit 1: Main Activity 1 – Dictation 

Note to Teacher:  Dictations require students to listen carefully to sentences based on the readings, and 
then work together to reconstruct the text. Speak the dictation sentences in phrasal units to help students 
become aware of how sentences are grouped into logical chunks. 

Write this word on the board:  ingredient. Give the following dictation. Read each sentence at 
least twice. 

1) When you cook, you need to mix different ingredients together.  
2) People use ratios to remember the correct amount of each ingredient. 
3) When you cook white rice, the ratio of water to rice is 2:1.  
4) You need two cups of water for each cup of rice.  

Have students work in groups to compare the sentences they have written. Ask groups to agree 
on correct sentences. Then, for each sentence, ask students from two different groups to write the 
sentence on the board. Have the class compare the two versions of the sentence and discuss any 
differences. 

 Ask follow-up questions like:  
How can ratios help you cook?  
What is the ratio of water to white rice?  
How much water do you need for 3 cups of rice? 
 

Unit 1: Main Activity 2 – Scanning 

Note to Teacher: Students need to practice scanning in preparation for the demands of academic study. 
Readers use this skill when they are looking for specific information when searching on the Internet, or 
when reviewing a textbook before an exam. In this exercise, students practice answering comprehension 
questions by scanning the texts for relevant information. 

Make copies of Reading 4 and distribute them to the students. Tell students to look at the text 
and to find the answers to the questions you ask. Tell students to circle the answers when they 
find them, and then write the number of the question next to the answer. 

Ask these questions: 

Question 1: Who lives longer, women or men? 
Question 2: How does the ratio of men to women change as people get older? 
Question 3: At age 30, are there more men or women?  
Question 4: At age 50, are there more men or women? 
Question 5: What country has a 75:100 ratio of men to women at age 65? 
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To review answers with students, project a copy of the text on the board. Ask volunteers to 
come up and point to the answers to each question. Alternatively, you can ask students to 
read the phrases or sentences where they found the answers.  

Unit 1: Writing Extension 

Have students count the number of male students and female students in the class. Ask them to 
write several sentences about the ratio between males and females in the class. Then ask them to 
write several sentences describing the relationship between the number of male and female 
teachers in the school.  

 

  

© 2014 DynEd International 20 August 2014 



Reading For Success ~ Unit 2 

Unit 2: ICE 
Reading Texts 

 
Reading 1 

Water can be in three different states: liquid, 
solid, or gas. Ice is the solid state of water. 
When the temperature of water goes below 0 
degrees Celsius, liquid water changes to ice. 
When very cold water becomes solid ice, we 
say it freezes.  

Ice is different from most other solids. Most 
solids are heavier than their liquid form. In 
contrast, ice is lighter than liquid water. 
Because ice is lighter than water, an ice cube 
floats in a glass of water. It does not sink to 
the bottom of the glass. 

Reading 2 

Ice appears in nature in many forms. 
Snowflakes are one natural form of ice. 
Glaciers, icebergs, and frozen lakes are also 
forms of ice.  

Ice can cause problems for humans. For 
example, icy roads are very slippery. They 
can be very dangerous for drivers. Frozen 
lakes can also be dangerous. When a lake 
freezes in the winter, the ice on the surface 
can be very thin. The water underneath the 
ice is very cold. If a person walks on the ice, 
it may break, and the person could fall into 
the freezing water. 

Reading 3 

Ice in the ocean can also be dangerous to 
humans. Floating icebergs can cause serious 
accidents. If a ship hits a floating iceberg, 
the ship may sink. One of the most famous 
accidents at sea happened in 1912. On April 
15, 1912, a passenger ship named “Titanic” 
sank after it hit an iceberg in the North 
Atlantic Ocean. At the time, the Titanic was 
the largest ship in the world. Over 1500 
people died when the Titanic sank. 

Reading 4 

In 2001, large pieces of ice began breaking 
off from a glacier in Greenland. The pieces 
of ice became icebergs in the Atlantic 
Ocean. In 2010 an iceberg that was about 97 
square miles in size fell into the ocean. This 
huge iceberg was about four times the size 
of the island of Manhattan in New York 
City.  

Some scientists believe that these huge 
icebergs are the result of global climate 
change. If global temperatures continue to 
increase, more glaciers will break apart and 
create new icebergs. 

 

© 2014 DynEd International 21 August 2014 
 



Reading For Success ~ Unit 2 

EXERCISES 
 
Getting Started 
 

Write the correct words in the blanks. 

water gas 
 

steam solid 

rain ice 
 

liquid 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

________

solid

________

________

________

________

steam
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Comprehension Check 1 
 

Write a complete sentence to answer each question. 
 
1. What is the solid state of water? 

___________________________________________________________________ 

2. Which is lighter, ice or water? 

___________________________________________________________________ 

3. What happens when the temperature of water goes below 0 degrees Centigrade? 

___________________________________________________________________ 

4. What are some natural forms of ice? 

___________________________________________________________________ 

5. Why does ice make a road dangerous? 

___________________________________________________________________ 

 
Vocabulary Practice 1 

Complete the chart by matching each word with its opposite. 
 

a. below 
b. bottom 

c. cold 
d. float 

e. heavy 
f. safe 

g. solid 
h. thin

1. warm cold 
2. above  
3. light  
4. sink  
5. thick  
6. surface  
7. dangerous  
8. liquid  
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Language Focus 1 

 
Write the words in the correct order to make sentences. 
 

1. / state   //   ice    //   water   //   of   //    is  //     solid   //    the  / 
 
Ice is the solid state of water.  (or) The solid state of water is ice.   
 

 
2. /  heavier   //   form   //   liquid  //    most   //   than   //   solids   //   are   //   their 

 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
3. /  solids   //     different   //     ice   //    other   //     from   //     is     //   most  / 

 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

4. /  than  //   is   //   ice  //   water    //  lighter   //   solid   //  liquid / 
 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
5. /  cube   //    a glass   //     in    //    water   //    an     //    floats    //    ice    //    of / 

 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

6. /  bottom  //     does  //     the glass //    it  //     not     //   of   //    sink  //     the    //   to   /     
 
__________________________________________________________________ 
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Comprehension Check 2 
 
 
True or False? If the sentence is false, rewrite the sentence as a true sentence. 

1. Floating icebergs in the ocean can be helpful to humans.                                                     

True   False 

 _______________________________________________________________ 

2. In 1912, the Titanic sank after it hit a glacier.                                                                       

True   False 

 _______________________________________________________________ 

3. More than 1500 people died when the Titanic sank.                                                             

True   False 

 _______________________________________________________________ 

4. In 2010, an iceberg that was about 97 square feet in size fell into the ocean.                     

True   False 

 _______________________________________________________________ 

5. Some scientists believe that huge icebergs are the result of global climate change.           

True   False 

 _______________________________________________________________ 

6. If global temperatures continue to increase, there will be fewer icebergs in the ocean.       

True   False 

 _______________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Practice 2 

Use the words and phrases to complete the chart. 
 

a snowflake small 
It floats in the ocean. a frozen lake 
a glacier huge 
It floats in a glass. 

 
What is it? What is it like? How big is it? 

 It forms on land. 
 
 

massive 

an iceberg 
 
 

  

 It has a frozen surface 
with cold water 
underneath. 

large 

an ice cube 
 
 

  

 It falls from the sky. 
 

tiny 
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Language Focus 2 

 
Fill in the blanks with the past tense form of the verb in parentheses. 
 
1. One of the most famous accidents at sea  happened  (happen) in 1912. On April 15, 1912, a 

passenger ship named “Titanic” (1) __________ (sink) after it (2) ____________ (hit) an iceberg 

in the North Atlantic Ocean. At the time, the Titanic (3) __________ (is) the largest ship in the 

world. Over 1500 people (4) ___________ (die) when the Titanic (5) ____________ (sink). 

 
2. In 2001, large pieces of ice (6) _________ (begin) breaking off from a glacier in Greenland. 

The pieces of ice (7) _________ (become) icebergs in the Atlantic Ocean. In 2010 an iceberg 

that was about 97 square miles in size (8) ____________ (fall) into the ocean. This huge iceberg 

(9) ___________ (is) about four times the size of the island of Manhattan in New York City.
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CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES 
 
Show pictures of ice and snow. You can find good pictures to use in your classroom at Google Images or 
www.morguefile.com.  

 
 

   

Tell students to think about when they have seen ice outdoors. Ask questions such as: 

 Where do you go to see snow and ice?  
 What do you see there?  
 What do you do there?  
 How do you feel when you go there? 

Have students work in pairs and discuss their experiences with ice, snow, and winter. Then ask 
students to share their experiences with the class. 

Unit 2: Main Activity 1 – Mini-Presentation 

Note to Teacher: The ability to present information orally is an essential academic skill. Students 
practice paraphrasing or summarizing the information in the readings and presenting this information to 
the class. Encourage students to use their own words and not rely on the sentences from the readings.  

Show this graphic organizer.  

 

Forms of 
ice

ice cube frozen lake snowflake glacier iceberg
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Give students a few minutes to think of some sentences they can present to the class about ice. 
For example: Ice is the solid form of water. Ice cubes are frozen ice. Glaciers and icebergs are 
made of ice. Icebergs are huge pieces of ice that float on the ocean. 

Ask for volunteers to come to the front of the class and present their sentences, pointing to the 
graphic organizer. Encourage the other students to ask questions, such as: At what temperature 
does water freeze? Where do icebergs come from? Why does an ice cube float in a glass of 
water? 

Unit 2: Main Activity 2 – Putting Sentences in Order 

Note to Teacher: Learning organizational strategies and cohesive elements—like transitions and repeated 
words—will help students to understand more complex texts. It will also help them write more clearly. 
This activity gives students a chance to analyze in a simple way how sentences are logically linked 
together in a paragraph. 

Before class, copy and cut apart the Sentence Strips. Have students rearrange the strips in a 
logical order to tell the story from the reading. Circulate and ask questions about why students 
chose the order that they did. 

Then, hand out one strip to each of six students, and ask them to come to the front of the room. 
Have volunteers from the class organize the students in the correct order. Have the students 
holding the strips read them aloud to the class. 

On April 15, 1912, a passenger ship named “Titanic” sank after 

it hit an iceberg in the North Atlantic Ocean. 

If a ship hits a floating iceberg, the ship may sink.   

Over 1500 people died when the Titanic sank. 

Floating icebergs can cause serious accidents. 

At the time, the Titanic was the largest ship in the world. 

One of the most famous accidents at sea happened in 1912. 
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Unit 2: Writing Extension 

Write these questions on the board: 

 What is ice? 
 What are natural forms of ice? 
 How does ice cause problems for humans? 

Review the questions, and have students write 3 to 5 sentences about ice. Tell students they may 
look at the text, but that they should not copy sentences word for word.  

For more advanced students, ask them to write about questions such as: 

 What could happen if a person walks on the surface of a frozen lake? 
 What will happen if global temperatures continue to rise? 
 How can ice help people or make their lives better? 
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Unit 3: TIME ZONES 
Reading Texts 

 
Reading 1 

In ancient times, people used the sun to tell 
the time. They knew it was the middle of the 
day when the sun was directly overhead.  
Modern clocks were invented in Europe. 
After people invented clocks, most towns 
showed the time on a clock tower. Each 
town had a different time. This is because 
the sun rises and sets at different times in 
different places. When people went from 
one town to another, they changed the time 
on their watches. When people began 
traveling by train, these different times 
became a big problem. People could not 
plan their trips because each city had its own 
time. 

Reading 2 

In the 1850s, all the towns in England began 
to set their clocks to the same time. This 
made life easier for English people. When 
people went from one town to another, the 
time did not change. It was the same time 
everywhere they went in England. 
 
Do you think everywhere in the world 
should use the same time? Actually, every 
place cannot use the same time. When it is 
daytime in one part of the world, it is night 
in another part. When the sun is setting at 
night in Indonesia, the sun is rising to begin  
 

a new day in Mexico. It is not possible to set 
all the clocks in the world to the same time. 

Reading 3 

In the late 1800s, people around the world 
created time zones to make travel and 
communication easier. Today, the world is 
divided into 24 time zones. In most places, 
the time changes by one hour as you move 
from one time zone to the next. For 
example, when it is 9:00 AM in England, it 
is 10:00 AM in France, which is one time 
zone away.  

People who live in one time zone all set their 
clocks to the same time. World time zones 
make it easier for people around the world to 
know the time in other places. 

Reading 4 

Most countries use one time zone for the 
entire country. Even some large countries, 
such as China, use a single time zone. China 
is large enough to cover five time zones. 
However, in 1949, China decided to use a 
single time zone for the entire country. The 
United States, in contrast, has four time 
zones. There is a 3-hour difference between 
the time in New York City and the time in 
Los Angeles. Because it is so large, Russia 
has nine time zones. 
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EXERCISES 
 

Getting Started 
 
Write the time and city names into the chart. 
 

Rio de Janeiro, Brazil 
Cairo, Egypt 
9:00 pm 

3:00 pm 
9:00 pm 
Midnight 
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Comprehension Check 1 

 
True or False? If the sentence is false, rewrite the sentence as a true sentence. 

1. In ancient times, people used the moon to tell the time.                                                     
True   False 

_______________________________________________________________ 
 
2. It is the end of the day when the sun is directly overhead.                                                 

True   False 
 
_______________________________________________________________ 
 
3. The sun rises and sets at the different times in different places.                                         

True   False 
 
_______________________________________________________________ 
 
4. Every place in the world uses the same time.                                                                    

True   False 
 
_______________________________________________________________ 
 
5. When the sun is setting in London, the sun is setting in Tokyo.                                        

True   False 
 
_______________________________________________________________ 
 

 
6. In the early 1800s, all towns in England set their clocks to the same time.                        

True   False 
 

_______________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Practice 1 

 
Complete this crossword puzzle. 
 
 

 
 
 

ACROSS 
 
4. In _______ times, people use the sun to tell the time. 

8. It is not _______ to set all the clocks in the world to the same time. 

DOWN 

1. When people went to a different town, they changed the time on their ________. 

2. Most towns showed the time on a clock _______. 

3. People began to _______ by train between towns. 

5. People could not plan their ______ because each city had its own time. 

6. _______ clocks were invented in Europe. 

7. When England set all the clocks to the same time, it made life _______ for people. 

 
 
 
 

© 2014 DynEd International 34 August 2014 



Reading for Success ~ Unit 3 
 
Language Focus 1 

 
Write the missing words in the blanks. 
 

a. rises and sets e. became a big problem 
b. had its own time f. directly overhead 
c. were invented g. on a clock tower 
d. from one town to another h. used the sun 

 

In ancient times, people  used the sun  to tell the time. They knew it was the middle of the day 

when the sun was (1) ___________________. Modern clocks (2) ___________________ in Europe. 

After people invented clocks, most towns showed the time (3) ___________________. Each town had 

a different time. This is because the sun (4) ___________________ at different times in different 

places. When people went (5) ___________________ they changed the time on their watches. When 

people began traveling by train, these different times (6) ___________________. People could not 

plan their trips because each city (7) ___________________. 
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Comprehension Check 2 
 
 Circle the correct answer. 

1. People who live in one ________ can all set their clocks to the same time. 
a. country 
b. time zone 
c. continent 

2. Today, the world is divided into _____ time zones. 
a. 12 
b. 24 
c. 36 

3. When you move from one time zone to another, the time usually changes by _______. 
a. one day 
b. one hour 
c. 1-5 hours, depending on the country 

4. Most countries use one time zone for ______. 
a. each person 
b. each city  
c. the entire country 

5. Because it is so large, Russia is divided into _____ time zones. 
a. 12 
b. 9 
c. 5 
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Vocabulary Practice 2 

Match the words and phrases which have the same or similar meanings. 

1. Each town had a different time.    e a. one 

2. The world is divided into 24 time zones.  b. travel 

3. Many countries have a single time zone.  c. whole 

4. The sun sets at different times in different places.  d. goes down 

5. In ancient times, people used the sun to tell the time.  e. not the same 

6. In most places, the time changes by one hour as you 

move from one time zone to the next. 
 f. very old 

7. In 1949, China decided to use a single time zone for 

the entire country. 
 g. huge 

8. Russia has nine time zones because it is so large.  h. separated 

 
Language Focus 2 

Write in the missing words. When necessary, use capital letters. 

 
a. because 
b. however  
c. in contrast  

d. for example  
e. in most places  
f. such as 

 
 

In most places,  the time changes by one hour as you move from one time zone to the next. (1) 

_______________, when it is 9:00 AM in England, it is 10:00 AM in France. Some large 

countries, (2) ______________ China, use a single time zone. China is large enough to cover five 

time zones. (3) ______________, in 1949, China decided to use a single time zone for the entire 

country. The United States (4) _____________ has four time zones. (5) _____________ it is so 

large, Russia has nine time zones.  
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 CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES 
 

 
Unit 3: Warm Up 

 
Show the time zone map from the Written Exercises. Ask students questions about the time in the 
different cities. For example: 

 What time is it in London? 
 Is it day or night in Rio de Janeiro? 
 In what city is it midnight? 
 How many hours earlier is it in San Francisco than in Mexico City?  
 What is the time difference between Moscow and London? 
 If it is noon in Cairo, what time is it in Mexico City? 

Have students work in pairs. Instruct them to ask and respond to questions, using the time zone map. 
You may want to have several students ask questions to the class. 

If you have a map of World Times Zones, ask students questions about the times in cities around the 
world. [You can find time zone maps on the Internet.] 
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Unit 3: Main Activity 1 – Dictation 

Note to Teacher: Dictations require students to listen carefully to sentences based on the readings, and then 
work together to reconstruct the text. Speak the dictation sentences in phrasal units to help students become 
aware of how sentences are grouped into logical chunks. 

 

Give the following dictation. Read each sentence at least twice. 

1) The world is divided into 24 time zones.  
2) When you travel from Tokyo to New York, you move across ten time zones.  
3) The time changes by one hour as you go from one time zone to the next.  
4) For example, when it is 9:00 AM in England, it is 10:00 AM in France.  
5) There is a one hour time difference between England and France. 

Have students work in groups to compare the sentences they wrote. Ask groups to agree on correct 
sentences. Then, for each sentence, ask students from two different groups to write the sentence on the 
board. Have the class compare the two versions of the sentence and discuss any differences.  

Ask follow-up questions like: Why do clocks show different times in different places? Why do people in 
one country need to know the time in a different country? What happens if people in one time zone do 
not set their clocks to the same time? 
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Unit 3: Main Activity 2 – Finding Evidence 

Note to Teacher: Skilled readers should be able to find evidence in texts to support their assertions or arguments. In these 
exercises, students read several sentences and decide if they are true or false. Then, they look for information in the text to 
support their answers.  

Give students copies of Readings 1-4. Write or project these sentences on the board.  

1. Ancient people did not use clocks. 

2. Watches were invented in the 20th century. 

3. Within each country, the sun always rises at the same time. 

4. It was difficult to plan train trips when town clock towers had different times. 

5. Before 1850, people set all the clocks in England to the same time.  

Have students work individually to decide if the sentences are true or false. Instruct them to underline 
parts of the text that support their opinion, and write the number of the sentence next to the underlined 
words. Have students share their answers with partners, pointing out where they found the evidence.  

Unit 3: Writing Extension 

Tell students they will write a message to a friend in another country to arrange a time to Skype or chat 
on the Internet. Model this writing exercise by giving a verbal example, such as with a student in 
Bangkok who wants to Skype with a friend in Istanbul: 

The time difference between Istanbul and Bangkok is 4 hours. It is 4 hours earlier in Bangkok. Can we 
Skype tomorrow at 2 o’clock Istanbul time? It will be 9 o’clock in the morning here in Bangkok. 

Students can use a time zone map or the Internet to find the time difference between the two cities. 
Note that the time difference may change at different times of year because of Daylight Savings Time.  
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Unit 4: WEATHER AND CLIMATE 
Reading Texts 

 
Reading 1 

You can go on vacation to Hawaii or to 
Iceland. What will you choose? Most people 
choose Hawaii. People in Hawaii enjoy hot, 
sunny days and warm evenings. The climate in 
Hawaii is comfortable, so it is a great place to 
go for a vacation. 

Weather and climate are similar, but they are 
not the same. Weather describes what is 
happening in the sky at a certain time. For 
example, we can say that it was cloudy 
yesterday; today it is raining; and tomorrow it 
will be clear. In contrast to weather, climate 
describes what the weather is usually like in a 
certain place at different times of year.  

Reading 2 

Scientists divide the Earth into different climate 
zones. For example, the islands of Hawaii have 
a tropical climate. Tropical areas have very 
warm temperatures and only two seasons: wet 
and dry. Areas with a temperate climate, such 
as most European countries, have four seasons: 
winter, spring, summer, and autumn. Arid 
regions have very little rainfall. These dry 
regions are usually deserts. Saudi Arabia and 
Egypt are examples of countries with an arid 
climate. Polar regions, like Antarctica, get little 
or no rainfall and have cold temperatures 
throughout the year. 

Reading 3 

A weather forecast predicts the weather for the 
next several days. Weather forecasts include 

information about temperature, wind, and 
precipitation (snow or rain). A weather forecast 
can help us plan our day and know what to 
wear. It can also warn us about dangers, such as 
storms or very cold weather. Weather forecasts 
are extremely important to farmers and to 
sailors. 

In the past, people predicted weather by 
looking up at the sky. They also used what they 
knew about the seasons to forecast the weather. 
Today, scientists called meteorologists can 
predict the weather with more accuracy. They 
use pictures from weather satellites and 
computers to forecast the weather. 

Reading 4 

Today, scientists are studying recent changes in 
the Earth's climate. They use the terms “global 
climate change” and “global warming” to 
describe climate changes over a short period of 
time. Scientists have noticed unusually rapid 
changes during the last 100 years. They believe 
that humans are changing the world climate by 
burning fossil fuels and cutting down forests. 

The average temperature of the Earth has 
increased by 1.5 degrees Fahrenheit (0.8 
degrees C) during the past 100 years. This rise 
in temperature has had many negative results. 
There are more violent storms, more droughts, 
and changing patterns of rain and snow. These 
changes in weather and climate make life more 
difficult for humans, animals, and plants 
around the world.
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EXERCISES 
 

Getting Started 
 

Write the correct words in the blanks on the chart. 

temperate 
Iceland 
climate 

Saudi Arabia 
tropical 
France 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
  

________

arid

________

________

________

________

Hawaii

polar

________
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Comprehension Check 1 
 
True or False? If the sentence is false, rewrite the sentence as a true sentence. 

1. Weather and climate are the same.                                                                                           

True   False 

_______________________________________________________________ 

2. Climate describes what is happening in the sky at a certain time.                                              

True   False 

_______________________________________________________________ 

3. When describing weather, we can say that tomorrow it will be clear.                                    

True   False 

_______________________________________________________________ 

4. Scientists divide the Earth into different climate zones.                                                          

True   False 

_______________________________________________________________ 

5. Areas with a temperate climate have two seasons.                                                                  

True   False 

_______________________________________________________________ 

6. Polar regions are usually deserts.                                                                                             

True   False 

_______________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Practice 1 
 
English has many words to talk about precipitation (rain and snow). Which words are about rain? Which 
are about snow?  Fill in the chart. 
 
 

“It's pouring!” 
a blizzard 
a hurricane 
a raindrop 
a shower 

a snowflake 
a snowstorm 
lightning 
a thunderstorm

 
 

RAIN SNOW 
 
a raindrop 
 
 
 
 

 
a snowflake 

 
 
Language Focus 1 

Fill in the missing words. Two words will not be used. 
 

a. seasons g. tropical 
b. enjoy h. dry 
c. little i. different 
d. polar j. divide 
e. temperatures k. climate 
f. examples l. regions 

 
Scientists divide   the Earth into different climate zones. For example, the islands of Hawaii have a 

(1) _____________ climate. Tropical areas have very warm (2) ______________ and only two 

seasons: wet and dry. Areas with a temperate (3) ____________, such as most European countries, 

have four (4) _______________: winter, spring, summer, and autumn. Arid (5) _____________ have 

very little rainfall. These (6) _____________ regions are usually deserts. Saudi Arabia and Egypt are 

(7) _____________ of countries with an arid climate. (8) ____________ regions, like Antarctica, get 

(9) _____________ or no rainfall and have cold temperatures throughout the year. 
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Comprehension Check 2 

 
Write one or more complete sentences to answer each question. 
 

1.  What type of information do weather forecasts include? 

_______________________________________________________________ 

2.  How can a weather forecast help us? 

_______________________________________________________________ 

3.  How do meteorologists predict the weather? 

_______________________________________________________________ 

4.  What is global climate change? 

______________________________________________________________ 

5.  What are some negative results of global warming? 

_______________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 
Vocabulary Practice 2 

 
Match the words to make a common English phrase. Write the complete phrase in Column 3. 
 

1. climate a) forecast  

2. fossil b) warming  

3. a weather c) change climate change 

4. a violent d) storm  

5. global e) fuels  

6. average f) of time  

7. a period g) temperature  
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Language Focus 2 

 
Write the missing words to complete the sentences.  
 

a. pictures from weather satellites d. are changing the world climate 
b. in the Earth’s climate e. wind and precipitation 
c. are extremely important f. unusually rapid changes 

 
1. Weather forecasts include information about temperature, wind and precipitation.. 
 
2. Weather forecasts _________________________________ to farmers and to sailors. 
 
3. Meteorologists use _________________________________ and computers to forecast the weather. 
 
4. Today, scientists are studying recent changes _________________________________. 
 
5. Scientists have noticed _________________________________ during the last 100 years. 
 
6. They believe that humans _________________________________ by burning fossil fuels and 

cutting down forests. 
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CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES 
  
Unit 4: Warm Up 

Have students work in pairs and discuss their experiences with weather. Ask questions such as the 
following: 
 

 What was the biggest storm you ever saw?  
 What is the coldest or hottest weather you have experienced? 
 What is your favorite type of weather? 
 When you were a child, what kind of weather did you like best? 

Afterward, ask some individuals to share their experiences with the class. See who comes from the 
place with the warmest climate, the most rain, etc. 
 
 
Unit 4: Main Activity 1 – Mini-Presentation 

Note to Teacher: The ability to present information orally is an essential academic skill. Students practice paraphrasing or 
summarizing the information in the readings and presenting this information to the class. Encourage students to use their 
own words and not rely on the sentences from the readings.  

Show this chart from the Written Exercises.  

 

Give students a few minutes to think of some sentences they can present to the class about climate. For 
example, they might say: Climate is what the weather is usually like in a certain place. These are four 
different types of climates. Or: There is not much rain in an arid climate. Arid climates are dry, like 
deserts. Saudi Arabia is an example of a country with an arid climate. 

Ask for volunteers to come to the front of the class and present their sentences. Encourage them to use 
the graphic organizer as a visual aid. Have other students to ask questions about the information. For 
example: How is weather different from climate? What other countries have an arid climate? Which 
climate region has jungles? 

climate

arid

Saudi 
Arabia

temperate

France

tropical

Hawaii

polar

Iceland
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Unit 4: Main Activity 2 – Taking Notes 

Note to Teacher: An essential reading and study skill is identifying what information in a text is important, and then 
writing short notes about it. This skill allows students to study better because they can quickly review the information later 
without re-reading the whole text. There are many formats for note-taking, such as bulleted lists, graphic organizers, and 
annotations.  

Hand out copies of Reading 4. Explain that students should re-read the text and use the information to 
organize the phrases into a flow chart to show the effects of global warming. 

Write or project this flow chart on the board. 

 

Give students approximately 5 minutes to make their own flow charts, using information from the 
reading. Then have students share their charts with partners. Finally, ask a volunteer to create the flow 
chart on the board.  

The completed flow chart might look like this: 

 

 

 

more droughts

Earth's temperature 
has increased by 1.5 

degrees

more violent storms

more droughts
life is more difficult 

for humans, animals, 
and plants

changing patterns of 
rain and snow
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Unit 4: Writing Extension 

Tell students they will write some personal sentences about climate and weather. Ask them to write 
about the climate in the area where they grew up. Encourage them to include answers to some of the 
following questions in their writing: 

 What is the climate in the place you grew up? 
 How many seasons are there? 
 How long are the seasons? 
 What is the average temperature? 
 What is the rainiest time of year? 
 How often is there very hot or cold weather?  
 How often are there storms or other severe weather? 
 Which season do you like the best? 
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Unit 5: NEGATIVE NUMBERS 
Reading Texts 

 
Reading 1 

Numbers can be either positive (+) or 
negative (-). Negative numbers are numbers 
less than zero. We write negative numbers 
with a minus sign (-) in front of the number. 
For example, these are negative numbers: -1, 
-0.5, - 1.2. The negative number -1 is 
pronounced as either “minus one” or 
“negative one.” 

The Chinese first used negative numbers 
over two thousand years ago. However, 
mathematicians in Europe did not accept the 
idea of negative numbers until the 1800s. 
Before then, European mathematicians 
believed that negative numbers had no 
meaning.  

Reading 2 

We use negative numbers to show numbers 
that go below zero. One example is a 
temperature scale. The temperature -10o 
(minus 10 degrees) is 10 degrees below 
zero. 

In business, we use negative numbers to 
show when a company loses money. We use 
positive numbers to show when a company 
gains money. For example, if a company 
earns $10,000 in January, the income for 
that month is +$10,000. If the company 
loses $5,000 in the next month, we write that 
loss as -$5,000. 

 

Reading  3 

Negative numbers are very important in 
mathematics and science. If we subtract a 
larger number from a smaller number, we 
get a negative number. Ten is larger than 
seven. So when we subtract 10 from 7, we 
get a negative number: 7 – 10 = -3.  

Here's an example from everyday life. Let's 
imagine that the temperature today is 7°. 
Then tonight it gets colder and the 
temperature goes down by 10 degrees. What 
will the temperature be? Since 7 – 10 = -3, 
the answer is -3 degrees. The temperature 
will be three degrees below zero.  

Reading 4 

We can see positive and negative numbers 
on a number line. 

 
Zero is in the middle of the number line. The 
positive numbers are on the right. The 
negative numbers are on the left. All 
positive numbers are larger than negative 
numbers.  
The numbers on the number line become 
larger as you move from left to right. So the 
number +7 is larger than the number +5. The 
positive number +1 is larger than the 
negative number -1. Similarly, the negative 
number -3 is larger than the negative number 
-7.  
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EXERCISES 
 
Getting Started 
Write the correct numbers and formulas into the blanks and into the circles. 

     10  – 6 =    3 – 5 =          7 – 7 =            9 – 7 =         9 – 13 = 
 

 
Comprehension Check 1 

 
Write one or more sentences to answer each question. 
 

1. What are negative numbers? 
 

____________________________________________________________ 
 
 

2. How long ago did the Chinese begin to use negative numbers? 
 

____________________________________________________________ 
 
 

3. When do we use negative numbers in business? 
 

____________________________________________________________ 
 
 

4. How can you write a business loss of $15,000? 
 

____________________________________________________________ 
 
 

5. Before 1800, what did European mathematicians believe about negative numbers? 
 
 

____________________________________________________________ 

_________ 3 – 5 = _________ _________ _________
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Vocabulary Practice 1 

Write the word that fits the correct meaning of the sentence. 

1. Negative numbers are numbers less  than zero. 
 

a) above 

b) after 

c) before 

d) below 

e) income 

f) increases 

g) less 

h) loses 

i) loss 

j) more 

k) negative 

l) positive 

2. For example, these are ________ numbers: -1, -0.5, -1.2. 

 

3. ________ the 1800s, European mathematicians believed that 

negative numbers had no meaning.  

4. The temperature -10o (minus 10 degrees) is 10 degrees 

________ zero. 

5. In business, we use negative numbers to show when a 

company ________ money. 

6. For example, if a company earns $10,000 in January, the 

________ for that month is +$10,000. 
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Language Focus 1 

Write each of these expressions using numbers. 
 
 

1. minus thirty-seven 
 

–37 
 

2. negative thirteen 
 

_______ 
 

3. minus zero point five 
 

_______ 
 

4. five minus seven equals minus 2 
 

_______ 
 

5. negative 7 is equal to one minus eight 
 

_______ 
 

6. minus seven point five 
 

_______ 
 

7. negative five is equal to negative thirteen plus seven 
 

_______ 
 
 
8. negative thirty-seven point two five 

 
_______ 
 
9. thirteen minus twenty equals negative seven 

 
_______ 
 
10. twelve plus twenty minus seven is equal to twenty-five 

 
_______ 
 

 

 
© 2014 DynEd International 53 August 2014 
 



Reading for Success ~ Unit 5 

Comprehension Check 2 
 
For each example, will the answer be a positive or negative number? 

1. There are 8 people in the room and 5 leave.  
a. positive 
b. negative 

2. Yesterday it was 6 degrees, but last night the temperature went down by 9 degrees. 
a. positive 
b. negative 

3. A restaurant is empty; then 4 people arrive. 
a. positive 
b. negative 

4. A painter earns $100 and pays $120 for paint and brushes. 
a. positive 
b. negative 

5. A person has $30 in the bank and writes a check to pay $35 for food. 
a. positive 
b. negative 

6. It is 20 degrees outside now, but tonight the temperature will go down by 8 degrees. 
a. positive 
b. negative 
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Vocabulary Practice 2 

Complete this crossword puzzle. 

 
 
 
ACROSS 
 

2.  The numbers on the number line become ______ as you move from left to right.  

5.  _______ is in the middle of the number line.  

6.  If we ________ a larger number from a smaller number, we get a negative number. 

8.  Negative numbers are very important in mathematics and _________. 

 
 
DOWN 
 

1.  Mathematicians in Europe did not _______ the idea of negative numbers until the 1800s.  

3.  When a company ______ $10,000, we show the income as +$10,000. 

4.  The negative number -3 is larger than the _________ number -7. 

7.  The Chinese first used negative numbers over two thousand years ______. 
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Language Focus 2 

Fill in the missing words. Two words will not be used. 
 

a. +1 f. negative 
b. positive g. larger 
c. numbers h. -7 
d. than i. middle 
e. all j. -3 

 

 
Zero is in the middle   of the number line. The (1) ___________ numbers are on the right. The 

negative (2) _____________ are on the left. (3) __________ positive numbers are larger than negative 

numbers.  

The numbers on the number line become (4) __________ as you move from left to right. So the 

number +7 is larger (5) __________ the number +5. The positive number (6) __________ is larger 

than the negative number -1. Similarly, the negative number (7) ___________ is larger than the 

negative number -7.  

 

 

 
© 2014 DynEd International 56 August 2014 

 



Reading for Success ~ Unit 5 

CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES 
 

Unit 5: Warm Up  

Show the number line from the Written Exercise.  

 

Write these equations on the board.  

8 – 10 =               7 – 5 =  -1 – 3 =  12 – 8 =    7 – 7 = 

Ask students where they can find the answers on the number line. 

Then, say some other equations. (If necessary, write the equations on the board.) For each one, ask 
students to say whether the answer is a positive or negative number. Then have students work in pairs, 
inventing simple equations and asking a partner whether the answers are positive or negative.  

Unit 5: Main Activity 1 – Dictation 

Note to Teacher:  Dictations require students to listen carefully to sentences based on the readings, and then 
work together to reconstruct the text. Speak the dictation sentences in phrasal units to help students become 
aware of how sentences are grouped into logical chunks. 

Write this word on the board: temperature. Dictate the following sentences at least twice. 

1) Today the temperature was 13 degrees.  
2) Tonight it will be much colder. 
3) The temperature will go down by 20 degrees.  
4) What will the temperature be tonight?  
5) The temperature will be seven degrees below zero. 

Have students work in groups to compare the sentences they wrote. Ask groups to agree on correct 
sentences. Then, for each sentence, ask students from two different groups to write the sentence on the 
board. Have the class compare the two versions of the sentence and discuss any differences.  

-4 -2 0 2 4
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Ask follow-up questions like: When is the temperature below zero? What does it feel like? What 
happens to water when the temperature gets very cold? What places have such cold temperatures? 

Unit 5: Main Activity 2 – Group Problem-Solving 

Note to Teacher: An important reading skill is the ability to apply the content of a reading to a real-world situation. This 
activity encourages students to apply the language and concepts from the reading to a problem-solving activity. 

Tell students to imagine that they sold food and drinks—pizza, cookies, and tea—for a school event. 
Divide students into 3 groups. Give them each one of the scenarios (see below), and ask them to 
answer the following questions: 

 How much money did your group spend? 
 How much money did your group earn? 
 Did you have a gain or loss at the end of the event?  

After groups have determined the answer to the questions, form new groups, each of which includes 
members of all three groups. For example, a new group might have 2 members of the pizza group, 2 
members of the cookie group, and 2 members of the tea group. (In a small class, you can ask all the 
students to work together.)  Ask the new groups to answer this question: 
 What was the combined gain or loss after the event? 

Finally, draw a chart like the one below, and ask student to provide the information to complete the 
chart. Encourage students to use negative and positive numbers as they describe their calculations.  

Group Pizza Cookies Tea 
Amount spent    
Amount collected    
Difference    
 Note to Teacher:  See Unit 5: Writing Extension below for completed chart. 
 
Groupwork Scenarios 

Pizza Group  
Your group bought 150 plates for $5 and 10 pizzas for $18 each. Each pizza had 12 slices. You 
sold the slices for $2 each. You had 20 slices left at the end of the event. How much money do 
you have?  
Cookie Group 
Your group bought 10 packages of cookies for $8 each. Each package had 15 cookies. You sold 
the cookies for $.50 each. You had 46 cookies left at the end of the event. How much money do 
you have? 
Tea Group 
Your group bought 200 tea bags for $15, 200 cups for $5, a kettle for boiling water for $20, and 
an electric hotplate for $35. You sold each cup of tea for $1. You sold 86 cups of tea. How much 
money do you have? 
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Unit 5: Writing Extension 

 
Give students copies of this chart, summarizing the costs (expenses) and sales (income) from food and 
drinks sales at a school event: 

Group Pizza Cookies Tea 
Amount spent -$185 -$80 -$75 
Amount collected $200 $52 $86 
Profit or Loss +$15 -$28 +$11 

 

Have each student write a short paragraph (3-5 sentences), summarizing the results for one of the three 
groups and comparing those results with the other groups. For example: The pizza group spent more 
than either of the other groups. They also collected more than the other groups. Their overall profit 
was $15, the highest of the three groups. 
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Unit 6: AIR RESISTANCE 
Reading Texts 

 
Reading 1 

Objects fall to earth because of the force of 
gravity. Leaves fall from trees. Rain falls 
from the sky. If you drop your pencil, it falls 
to the floor. 

The Italian scientist Galileo (1564-1642) 
taught that objects of different weights will 
fall at the same speed. He showed this by 
dropping two balls of different weights from 
the Leaning Tower of Pisa. The two balls hit 
the ground at the same time. But is this 
always true? Drop a hammer and a feather at 
the same time. The hammer hits the ground 
first. Why is that? 

Reading 2 

When gravity is the only force on falling 
objects, all objects fall at the same speed. 
This is what Galileo showed. However, on 
the earth there is another force on falling 
objects: air resistance.  

Air is composed of molecules, which are 
groups of atoms. When an object falls 
through the air, the falling object hits air 
molecules. The force of these tiny collisions 
slows down the object. This force is called 
air resistance. The force of air resistance 
limits the speed of a falling object.  

 

Reading 3 

Surface area affects air resistance. If we 
drop a piece of paper, it falls slowly to the 
ground. If we squeeze the paper into a ball, 
it falls more quickly. This is because the 
paper ball has a smaller surface area. The 
paper ball hits fewer air molecules as it falls. 
A falling object with a large surface area 
will meet a lot of air resistance. 

When a skydiver opens a parachute, the 
parachute has a large surface area. The 
parachute hits many more air molecules than 
the skydiver alone. This slows the skydiver’s 
fall. The air resistance on the parachute 
helps the skydiver to fall slowly to earth.  

Reading 4 

The force of gravity exists everywhere, but 
the force of air resistance does not. In a 
vacuum—a place without air—there is no 
air resistance. All objects fall at the same 
speed.  

There is no air on the moon. On the surface 
of the moon, falling objects meet no 
resistance from the air. When the astronauts 
arrived on the moon, they did an experiment. 
They dropped a hammer and a feather from 
the same height. The hammer and the 
feather hit the ground at the same time, just 
as Galileo predicted.  
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EXERCISES 
 
Getting Started 
 
Label the pictures and the arrows. 
 
 

 air resistance     gravity       hammer      feather 
 
 

                   a   ___________                 a ________________ 
 

             
 
 
 
 
                     ______________________                                                              _______________________ 
  
 
 
 
 
 

       FORCES 
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Comprehension Check 1 
 

Write a complete sentence to answer each question. 

1. Why do objects fall to earth? 

 _______________________________________________________________ 

2. What did Galileo teach about falling objects? 

_______________________________________________________________ 

3. What happened when Galileo dropped two balls of different weights from a tower? 

 _______________________________________________________________ 

4. What is air made of? 

 _______________________________________________________________ 

5. What happens when a falling object hits air molecules? 

 _______________________________________________________________ 

6. What do we call the force of collisions between air molecules and objects? 

 _______________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Vocabulary Practice 1 

Rearrange the letters to make the correct word to fill in the blank. Write the word in the blank. 

1. triygva 
 

The force of gravity  makes objects fall to earth. 

2. esdep 
 

The Italian scientist Galileo taught that objects fall at the same 
___________.  

3. creosf 
 

On Earth, there are two different _____________ on falling objects.  

4. moospecd 
 

Air is _________________ of molecules. 

5. noilscsoil 
 

______________ between falling objects and air molecules slow down 
the objects. 

6. naistersec 
 

The force of air _________________ limits the speed of a falling 
object. 
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Language Focus 1 

Fill in the missing words. Two phrases will not be used. 
 

a. always true f. fall to the earth 
b. hits the ground g. drop a hammer and feather 
c. at different speeds h. drop your pencil 
d. of different weights i. a hammer drops 
e. the same speed j. from the sky 

 

Objects fall to the earth  because of the force of gravity. Leaves fall from trees. Rain falls 

(1)__________________. If you (2) __________________ it falls to the floor. 

Galileo taught that objects (3) __________________ will fall at (4) __________________. But is this 

(5) __________________? (6) __________________ at the same time. The hammer 

(7)__________________ first. 
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Comprehension Check 2 
 
Circle the correct answer. 

1. Gravity is  _________ that pulls objects toward the Earth. 
a. a force 
b. air 
c. a molecule 

 
2. _________ affects air resistance. 

a. Weight 
b. Gravity 
c. Surface area 

 
3. A falling object with a _________ surface area will meet a lot of air resistance. 

a. large 
b. small 
c. narrow 

 
4. A parachute helps a skydiver fall slowly to earth because ______ . 

a. it is lighter than the skydiver 
b. it is pulled less by gravity than the skydiver 
c. it hits more air molecules than the skydiver alone 

 
5. In  ___________, there is no air resistance. 

a. a tunnel 
b. a vacuum  
c. the forest 

 
6. On the moon, all objects fall _________. 

a. more slowly 
b. at the same speed 
c. toward the earth 
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Vocabulary Practice 2 

Fill in the blanks with the past tense form of the verb in parentheses. 
 
The Italian scientist Galileo taught  (teach) that objects of different weights will fall at the same 

speed. He (1) __________ (show) this by dropping two balls of different weights from the Leaning 

Tower of Pisa. The two balls (2) ________ (hit) the ground at the same time. 

When the astronauts (3) _________ (arrive) on the moon, they (4) ________ (do) an experiment. They 

(5) ________ (drop) a hammer and a feather from the same height. The hammer and the feather 

(6)________ (hit) the ground at the same time, just as Galileo (7) _________ (predict). 
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Language Focus 2 

Choose the best sentence to complete each paragraph. 

1. Air is composed of molecules, which are groups of atoms. When an object falls through the air, the 

falling object hits air molecules. The force of these tiny collisions slows down the object. This force is 

called air resistance. The force of air resistance limits the speed of a falling object. _______________ . 

A. Air molecules are very small. 
B. Another force on objects is called electromagnetic force. 
C. For example, a leaf falls slowly to the ground because it hits a lot of air resistance. 

2. Surface area affects air resistance. If we drop a piece of paper, it falls slowly to the ground. If we 

squeeze the paper into a ball, it falls more quickly. This is because the paper ball has a smaller surface 

area. _________________ . 

A. A falling object with a small surface area will fall slowly. 
B. The paper ball hits fewer air molecules as it falls. 
C. The piece of paper and paper ball are the same weight. 

3. When a skydiver opens a parachute, the parachute has a large surface area. The parachute hits many 

more air molecules than the skydiver alone. This slows the skydiver’s fall. The air resistance on the 

parachute helps the skydiver to fall slowly to earth. _________________ . 

A. Gravity pulls more strongly on a skydiver than a parachute. 
B. Skydivers practice so they can land safely. 
C. Without a parachute, a skydiver would fall quickly. 

4. The force of gravity exists everywhere, but the force of air resistance does not. In a vacuum—a 

place without air—there is no air resistance. All objects fall at the same speed. There is no air on the 

moon. On the surface of the moon, falling objects meet no resistance from the air. 

_________________ . 

A. Because there is no air, gravity is stronger on the moon.  
B. All objects fall at the same speed on the moon. 
C. People cannot breathe on the moon with special equipment. 
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CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES 
 

Unit 6: Warm Up 

Show pictures of objects moving through the air. You can find good pictures to use in your classroom 
at Google Images or www.morguefile.com.  

             

Tell students to think about when they have seen objects falling or floating in the air. Ask these kinds 
of questions: 

 What kinds of objects fall quickly?  
 What kinds of objects fall slowly?  
 What kinds of objects float in the air? 
 What force pulls objects toward the earth? 

Unit 6: Main Activity 1 – Mini-Presentation 

Note to Teacher: The ability to present information orally is an essential academic skill. Students practice 
paraphrasing or summarizing the information in the readings and presenting this information to the class. 
Encourage students to use their own words and not rely on the sentences from the readings.  

Show this graphic organizer. 

 

forces on falling 
objects

gravity

Earth

a vacuum

air resistance

air molecules

surface area
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Give students a few minutes to think of some questions they can ask the class about air resistance. For 
example: Why do leaves fall to the ground? Why do leaves fall more slowly than rain drops? What is a 
vacuum? Why do a hammer and feather fall at the same speed on the moon? 

Ask for volunteers to come to the front of the class and present their questions. Encourage them to use 
the graphic organizer as a visual aid and to facilitate discussion of the questions they ask. Encourage 
students to answer the questions in complete sentences.  

Unit 6: Main Activity 2 – Putting Sentences in Order 

Note to Teacher: Learning organizational strategies and cohesive elements—like transitions and repeated 
words—will help students to understand more complex texts. It will also help them write more clearly. This 
activity gives students a chance to analyze in a simple way how sentences are logically linked together in a 
paragraph. 

Before class, copy and cut apart the Sentence Strips. Working in pairs, have students rearrange the 
strips in a logical order to recreate the explanation from the reading. Have pairs compare their order 
with another pair. Circulate and ask questions about why students chose the order that they did.  

Then, hand out one strip to each of five students, and ask them to come to the front of the room. Have 
volunteers from the class organize the students in the correct order. Finally, have the students holding 
the strips read them aloud to the class.  

Sentence Strips for Main Activity 2  
 

If we squeeze the paper into a ball, it falls more quickly. 

Surface area affects air resistance. 

The paper ball hits fewer air molecules as it falls. 

So, if we drop a piece of paper, it falls slowly to the ground. 

This is because the paper ball has a smaller surface area. 
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Unit 6: Writing Extension 

On the board, make a list of some objects that can move, fall, or float through the air. Begin with this 
list and ask students to think of other examples: 

• a parachute 
• a coconut 
• a soap bubble 
• a feather 
• a basketball 
• a bird 
• … 

Ask each student to write 3-5 sentences about the forces of gravity and air resistance, using one of the 
objects in the list as an example. Tell students they may look at the text, but that they should not copy 
sentences from it. Instruct them to try to restate the information in their own words.  
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Unit 7: OCEAN EXPLORATION 
Reading Texts 

 
Reading 1 

Imagine that you are standing at the edge of 
the ocean. Where do you think the water 
ends? What is on the other side? 

People have always been curious about 
oceans, but they have also been afraid to 
travel far from land. In early times, people 
thought that ocean travel was very 
dangerous. Many people believed that the 
Earth was flat. They thought that if they 
went too far out into the sea, they could fall 
off the end of the world. They also believed 
they could meet sea monsters. For this 
reason, most early sailors sailed along the 
coast and stayed close to land.  

Reading 2 

Some ocean travelers sailed far from their 
homes to explore the world. These brave 
explorers looked for valuable materials, such 
as gold and spices. Some explorers wanted 
to discover new lands. 

When sailors were far from land, they 
needed to know where they were and which 
direction to go. The first sailors used the sun 
and the stars to help them find their way. 
Certain stars, such as the North Star, were 
especially useful. The North Star is always 
in the northern part of the sky. Sailors also 
used compasses to plan their voyages. The 
compass was invented in China over 1000 
years ago. With a compass, sailors could 

know which direction was north, even when 
there were no stars.  

Reading 3 

Early sailors made maps of the places they 
visited. Later, other explorers used these 
maps to travel even farther from their 
homes. 

The years from 1400 to 1600 are called “The 
Age of Exploration.” Between 1405 and 
1433, Chinese sailors made seven ocean 
voyages to places far from China. Chinese 
explorers sailed ships to India, Sumatra, 
Egypt, Arabia, and the east coast of Africa. 
Soon after that, Spanish and Portuguese 
sailors began traveling long distances across 
the ocean. In 1492, Christopher Columbus 
made his first voyage from Europe to North 
America. The first voyage around the world 
was made from 1519 to 1522. This voyage 
was led by the Portuguese sailor Ferdinand 
Magellan. 
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Reading 4 

In modern times, ocean exploration takes 
place under the ocean. Before the 20th 
century, writers could only imagine a world 
deep under the sea. In 1870, Jules Verne 
wrote the famous novel Twenty Thousand 
Leagues Under the Sea. In that novel, Verne 
imagined traveling deep under the ocean in a 
submarine. 

 

 

Today, the Alvin, a 3-person submarine, 
explores the deepest parts of the ocean. The 
Alvin can go to a depth of 4500 meters (2.8 
miles) under the sea. The submarine can stay 
underwater for up to ten hours. Scientists on 
the Alvin study animals that live deep in the 
ocean. They also explore wreckage from 
ships that sank to the bottom of the sea. 
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EXERCISES 
 
Getting Started 
 
Fill in the chart by matching Causes with Effects. 
 

People thought ocean travel was dangerous. 
Sailors needed to know which direction to go. 
Explorers sailed far from home. 
The compass was invented. 
Sailors stayed close to land. 
People wanted to discover new lands 
 

 

 

 
 

Cause Effect

People thought ocean 
travel was dangerous.

The compass was 
invented
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Comprehension Check 1 
 
Write a complete sentence to answer each question. 
 
1. Why did people think they could fall off the end of the Earth? 

 
_______________________________________________________________ 

 
2. What danger did people fear they could meet in the ocean? 

 
_______________________________________________________________ 

 
3. Where did early sailors sail? 

 
_______________________________________________________________ 

 
4. What did early explorers look for? 

 
_______________________________________________________________ 

 
5. What star did early sailors use to find their way? 

 
_______________________________________________________________ 

 
6. How did a compass help sailors? 

 
_______________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Practice 1 

Complete this crossword puzzle.

 

ACROSS 
 

2. worth a lot of money 
3. the edge of land where it meets the sea 
7. a person who works on a ship  
10. travel to find new things or places 
11. not safe 

 
DOWN 
 

1. interested in learning more about something 
4. seeds or powders that give special taste to food 
5. a journey by ship 
6. a large creature that makes people afraid 
8. to find something that was hidden or unknown 
9. a device with a needle that always points north 
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Language Focus 1 

Fill in the missing words.  
 

a. which direction  f. in the northern part 
b. used compasses g. new lands 
c. valuable materials  h. was invented in China 
d. where they were i. to explore the world 
e. find their way  j. such as the North Star 

Some ocean travelers sailed long distances into the ocean  to explore the world. These brave 

explorers were looking for (1)  _______________________, such as gold and spices. In addition, some 

explorers wanted to discover (2) _______________________. 

When sailors were far out to sea, they needed a way to know (3) _____________________ and which 

direction they should go. Early sailors used the sun and the stars to help them 

(4)_____________________. Some stars, (5) ______________________, were especially useful to 

sailors. This is because the North Star is always (6) ______________________ of the sky. Explorers  

also (7) ___________________ to plan their voyages. The compass (8) ______________________ 

over 1000 years ago. By using a compass, sailors could know (9) _____________________ was north, 

even when the sky was cloudy and they could not see the stars. 
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Comprehension Check 2 
 
True or False? If the sentence is false, rewrite the sentence as a true sentence. 

1. During the early 1300s, explorers from China sailed on seven long ocean voyages.              

True   False 

_____________________________________________________________ 

2. Ferdinand Magellan led the first voyage from Europe to North America.                              
True   False 
 

_____________________________________________________________ 

 
3. The first voyage around the world took place approximately 25 years after Christopher 

Columbus's first voyage to North America.                                                                              
True   False 

_____________________________________________________________ 

 
4. Voyages deep under the ocean were already quite popular when Jules Verne wrote his novel 

Twenty Thousand Leagues Under the Sea.                                                                               
True   False 

_____________________________________________________________ 

 
5. The Alvin can hold up to 7 passengers.                                                                                    

True   False 

_____________________________________________________________ 

 
6. The Alvin is used both for exploration and for scientific study.                                                      

True   False 

_____________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Practice 2 

Fill in the missing words. Two words will not be used. 
 

a. depth g. imagine 
b. voyages h. underwater 
c. exploration i. deep 
d. ocean j. submarine 
e. novel k. famous 
f. wreckage l. scientists 

 

In modern times, ocean  exploration  takes place under the ocean. Before the 20th century, writers 

could only (1) ____________ a world deep under the sea. In 1870, Jules Verne wrote the 

(2)_______________ novel Twenty Thousand Leagues Under the Sea. In that (3) ______________, 

Verne imagined traveling deep under the ocean in a (4) __________. 

 Today, the Alvin, a 3-person submarine, explores the deepest parts of the (5) __________. The Alvin 

can go to a (6) ______________ of 4500 meters under the sea. The submarine can stay 

(7)_____________ for up to ten hours.  (8) ______________ on the Alvin study animals that live deep 

in the ocean. They also explore (9) ______________ from ships that sank to the bottom of the sea. 
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Language Focus 2 

In each paragraph, cross out the one sentence that doesn't belong. 

1.  In early times, people thought that ocean travel was very dangerous. Many people believed that the 
Earth was flat. Many people lived near the ocean. They thought that if they went too far out into the 
sea, they could fall off the end of the world. They also believed they could meet sea monsters. For this 
reason, most early sailors sailed along the coast and stayed close to land. 

2.  The first sailors used the sun and the stars to help them find their way. Certain stars, such as the 
North Star, were especially useful. The telescope was invented in Europe in 1608. The North Star is 
always in the northern part of the sky. Sailors also used compasses to plan their voyages. The compass 
was invented in China over 1000 years ago. With a compass, sailors could know which direction was 
north, even when there were no stars.  

3.  The years from 1400 to 1600 are called “The Age of Exploration.” Between 1405 and 1433, 
Chinese sailors made seven ocean voyages to places far from China. Soon after that, Spanish and 
Portuguese sailors began traveling long distances across the ocean. In 1492, Christopher Columbus 
made his first voyage from Europe to North America. Christopher Columbus died in 1506. The first 
voyage around the world was made from 1519 to 1522. This voyage was led by the Portuguese sailor 
Ferdinand Magellan. 

4. Today, the Alvin, a 3-person submarine, explores the deepest parts of the ocean. The Alvin can go to 
a depth of 4500 meters under the sea. The submarine can stay underwater for up to ten hours. Military 
submarines were used during World War II. Scientists on the Alvin study animals that live deep in the 
ocean. They also explore wreckage from ships that sank to the bottom of the sea.  
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 CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES 
 
Unit 7: Warm Up 

Tell students to think about the ocean. Ask these kinds of questions: 

 Why are people interested in oceans? 
 In the past, why did people sail across the ocean?  
 How do they find their way? 
 Have you ever traveled on the ocean?  
 If so, why did you go? What was it like? 

Have students briefly discuss what they know about ocean exploration and ocean travel. 

Unit 7: Main Activity 1 – Dictation 

Note to Teacher:  Dictations require students to listen carefully to sentences based on the readings, and then 
work together to reconstruct the text. Speak the dictation sentences in phrasal units to help students become 
aware of how sentences are grouped into logical chunks. 

Write these key words on the board:  explorers, voyages. Give the following dictation. Read each 
sentence at least twice. 

1) Ocean travelers sailed far from their homes to explore the world.  
2) Some explorers wanted to discover new lands. 
3) The first sailors used the sun and the stars to find their way.  
4) Sailors also used compasses to plan their voyages.  
5) Early sailors made maps of the places they visited. 

Have students work in groups to compare the sentences they wrote. Ask groups to agree on correct 
sentences. Then, for each sentence, ask students from two different groups to write the sentence on the 
board. Have the class compare the two versions of the sentence and discuss any differences.  

Ask follow-up questions like: What kinds of valuable materials did early explorers look for? Why did 
people want to find new lands? How did sailors use the stars to find their way? How do you think the 
early explorers felt when they left home? 

Unit 7: Main Activity 2 – Mini-Presentation 

Note to Teacher: The ability to present information orally is an essential academic skill. Students practice 
paraphrasing or summarizing the information in the readings and presenting this information to the class. 
Encourage students to use their own words and not rely on the sentences from the readings.  
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Show this graphic organizer from the Written Exercises. 

 

 

 
Give students a few minutes to think of some sentences they can present to the class about ocean 
exploration in the 1400s and 1500s. Ask for volunteers to come to the front of the class and present 
their sentences. Encourage them to use the graphic organizer as a visual aid and to provide more detail 
and examples from the readings. Then, instruct the other students to ask questions about the 
information that has been presented. For example, they might ask: Why did people believe that ocean 
travel was dangerous? Who were some of the ocean explorers? Where did they go? 
 
Unit 7: Writing Extension 

Have students look up information about one of these ocean explorers (or another of their choosing) 

• Francis Drake 
• Jacques Cousteau 
• James Cook 
• Zheng He 

• Leif Ericson 
• Roald Amundsen 
• Vasco da Gama 

Ask them to write 5-7 sentences about the explorer, including answers to these questions: 

1) Where did he come from? 
2) When did he live? 
3) Where did he travel? 
4) What was he looking for? 
5) What is he famous for? 

Cause Effect

People thought ocean 
travel was dangerous. stayed close to land

People wanted to 
discover new lands Explorers ....

Sailors needed to know 
which direction to go.

compass
maps
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Unit 8: TEA AND COFFEE 
Reading Texts 

 
Reading 1 

Which do you prefer to drink, tea or coffee? 
Tea and coffee are two of the world's most 
popular beverages. People drink coffee and 
tea for pleasure and for energy. Aside from 
water, tea is the most widely consumed 
beverage in the world. And recently, the 
number of coffee shops around the world 
has increased dramatically. 

Chinese people began drinking tea over 
2500 years ago, and the Japanese used tea 
about 1200 years ago. During the 1600s, 
European traders carried tea from China and 
introduced it to other parts of the world. 
Coffee, on the other hand, has a much more 
recent history. Coffee was first used in East 
Africa and the Middle East about 500 years 
ago. From there it spread first to Italy, and 
then to the rest of the world. 

Reading 2 

Tea is made by pouring boiling water over 
the dried leaves of the tea plant. The tea 
plant grows best in warm, wet climates and 
in high areas, such as on mountains. Even 
though tea was first grown in China, Japan 
and India, tea is now grown in countries all 
over the world.  

The two most popular kinds of tea are green 
tea and black tea. All tea leaves are green 
until they are picked. After they are picked, 
the leaves begin to dry and become darker in 
color. People sometimes mix spices or other 
ingredients with the dried tea leaves to give 

special flavors to the tea. In many cultures, 
people add milk, sugar, or lemon to tea 
when it is served. 

Reading 3 

Coffee is made from the seeds of the coffee 
plant. These seeds, which are inside the 
berries of the coffee plant, are called “coffee 
beans.” Brazil is the world's largest coffee 
grower, followed by Vietnam and Indonesia.  

The process of producing coffee has several 
steps. First, the berries are picked by hand or 
by machine. The seeds are then removed 
from the berries and are cleaned and dried. 
These dried coffee beans are called “green 
coffee.” The next step in the process is 
roasting at a high temperature. The coffee 
beans get darker as they are roasted. After 
that, the coffee beans are ground into small 
pieces, using a coffee grinder. Finally, hot 
water is poured through the ground coffee to 
make a cup of coffee. 
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Reading 4 

In many cultures, tea and coffee are part of 
family and social customs. For example, 
both the Chinese and the Japanese have tea 
ceremonies for special guests. During these 
ceremonies, they use special tea pots and 
techniques for making and serving tea. In 
Arab cultures, tea is part of any social 
gathering. Guests are always offered tea 
when they arrive at someone’s home.  

 

Coffee is also part of daily life in many parts 
of the world. In the second half of the 20th 
century, coffee houses became popular in 
Europe and North America. Recently, chains 
of coffee shops, such as Starbucks, have 
promoted coffee drinking throughout the 
world. In Seoul, Korea, for example, there 
are now more than 10,000 cafes and coffee 
shops. 
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EXERCISES 
 
Getting Started 

Complete the chart with the words and phrases below. 

first used in China and Japan 
first used in East Africa and the 
Middle East 
uses plant leaves 
uses plant seeds 
made by drying plant materials 

has two main types: black and green 
made by roasting plant materials 
made by pouring hot water over plant 
materials 
used as part of social customs 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

tea
first used in China 

and Japan

________________
________________

coffee
uses plant seeds

_________________
_________________

Both Tea and Coffee 
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Comprehension Check 1 
 
Write a complete sentence to answer each question. 
 
1. Why do people drink coffee and tea? 
 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

2. Which drink has the longer history, tea or coffee? 
 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

3. How was tea from China introduced to the world? 
 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

4. How do tea leaves change after they are picked? 
 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

5. What are the most popular kinds of tea? 
 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

6. What do people add to tea when it is served? 
 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Vocabulary Practice 1 

Rearrange the letters to make the correct word to fill in the blank. Write the word in the blank. 

1. gresevabe 
 

Tea and coffee are two of the world's most popular __________. 

2. monusced 
 

Tea is the most widely ______________ beverage in the world, 
except for water. 

3. ardeps 
 

Coffee ____________ to Italy from East Africa and the Middle 
East. 

4. niblogi Tea is made by pouring _______________ water over dried tea 
leaves. 

5. nidtengiers 
 

Spices or other ____________ are sometimes mixed with dried 
tea leaves to give special flavors to the tea. 
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Language Focus 1 

Fill in the missing words. Two words will not be used. 
 

a. color  h. even though 
b. lemon i. green 
c. beverage  j. pouring 
d. mix k. plant 
e. popular  l. China 
f. begin m. over 
g. flavors n. climates 

 

Tea is made by pouring   boiling water over the dried leaves of the tea (1) _____________. The tea 

plant grows best in warm, wet (2) ____________ and in high areas, such as on mountains. 

(3)_______________ tea was first grown in China, Japan and India, tea is now grown in countries all 

(4) _____________ the world.  

The two most (5) _______________ kinds of tea are green tea and black tea. All tea leaves are 

(6)____________ until they are picked. After they are picked, the leaves (7) _____________ to dry 

and become darker in (8) _____________. People sometimes (9) ____________ spices or other 

ingredients with the dried tea leaves to give special (10) _____________ to the tea. In many cultures, 

people add milk, sugar, or (11) _____________ to tea when it is served. 
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Comprehension Check 2 
 
Circle the correct answer. 

1. The seeds of the coffee plant are inside the _______. 
a. beans 
b. leaves 
c. berries 

2. To produce coffee, coffee beans must be _______. 
a. picked, dried, and mixed with spices 
b. picked, dried, roasted, and ground 
c. mixed with boiling water 

3. The country that grows the most coffee is ______. 
a. Brazil 
b. India 
c. Italy 

4. How do people in Arab cultures use tea? 
a. They use special ceremonies for serving tea. 
b. They roast and grind tea. 
c. They always offer tea to guests when they arrive. 

5. In which part of the world did coffee shops become popular in the late 20th century? 
a. Europe and North America 
b. Vietnam and Brazil 
c. East Africa and the Middle East 

6. What has promoted coffee drinking in recent years? 
a. coffee ceremonies 
b. chains of coffee shops 
c. coffee production 
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Vocabulary Practice 2 

1. Match the words to make a phrase from the readings. 

1. the rest       a) beans  
2. recent b) beverage  
3. it spread c) gathering  
4.  the most widely 

consumed 
d) history  

5. boiling e) leaves  
6. all over f) of coffee  
7. chains g) of coffee shops  
8. tea h) of the world the rest of the world  
9. coffee i) the world  
10.  a cup j) to Italy  
11.  a social k) water  

 

2. Then write three sentences about coffee and tea. Each sentence must use at least one 
phrase from the chart. 

 
1. _________________________________________________________ 

2. _________________________________________________________ 

3. _________________________________________________________ 

 

Language Focus 2 

Write in the passive form of the verb in parentheses.  
 
The process of producing coffee has several steps. First, the berries are picked   (pick) by hand or by 

machine. Then, the seeds (1) ____________ (remove) from the berries and (2) _______________ 

(clean) and dried. These dried coffee beans (3) ____________ (call) “green coffee.” The next step in 

the process is roasting at a high temperature. The coffee beans get darker as they (4) ___________ 

(roast). After that, the coffee beans (5) __________ (grind) into small pieces, using a coffee grinder. 

Finally, hot water (6) ___________ (pour) through the ground coffee to make a cup of coffee.  
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CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES 
 

Unit 8: Warm Up 

Ask students to talk about tea and coffee. Ask these kinds of questions: 

 What do most people drink in your culture – tea or coffee? 
 Which do you prefer? 
 Do you have a favorite type of tea or coffee? 
 When do you drink tea or coffee? 
 Does your family have any traditions that include tea or coffee? 

Have students work in pairs and discuss their experiences with tea and coffee. Afterward, ask some 
individuals to share their experiences with the class. 

Unit 8: Main Activity 1 – Mini-Presentation 

Note to Teacher: The ability to present information orally is an essential academic skill. Students practice 
paraphrasing or summarizing the information in the readings and presenting this information to the class. 
Encourage students to use their own words and not rely on the sentences from the readings.  

Show this graphic organizer. Discuss how Venn diagrams are used to compare two things, in this case, 
tea and coffee. Explain how the overlapping section of the circles represents the common aspects of tea 
and coffee, while the text in the parts of the circle that do not overlap only describe one of the drinks. 

 

 

   

 

 

tea
first used in China        

and Japan                                 
uses plant leaves               

has two main types: 
black and green

coffee
first used in East Africa 

and the Middle East     
uses plant seeds           

made by roasting plant 
materials

Both tea and coffee 
• made by drying plant materials 
• made by pouring hot water over plant materials 
• used as part of social customs 
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Give students a few minutes to think of some sentences they can present to the class about tea and 
coffee. Encourage them to offer comparisons between the two. For example: Tea and coffee come from 
different places. European traders carried tea from China to other countries. Coffee spread from 
Africa and the Middle East to Italy. 

Ask for volunteers to come to the front of the class and present their sentences. Encourage them to use 
the graphic organizer and pictures as visual aids. Then, instruct the other students to ask questions 
about the information that has been presented. For example, they might ask: What are some countries 
where people drink tea? Where do people grow coffee?  

Unit 8: Main Activity 2 – Putting Sentences in Order 

Note to Teacher: Learning organizational strategies and cohesive elements—like transitions and repeated 
words—will help students to understand more complex texts. It will also help them write more clearly. This 
activity gives students a chance to analyze in a simple way how sentences are logically linked together in a 
paragraph. 

Before class, copy and cut apart the Sentence Strips. Working in pairs, have students rearrange the 
strips in a logical order to describe the coffee production process. Have pairs compare their order with 
another pair. Circulate and ask questions about why students chose the order that they did.  

Then, hand out one strip to each of eight students, and ask them to come to the front of the room. Have 
volunteers from the class organize the students in the correct order. Finally, have the students holding 
the strips read them aloud to the class.  

Note to Teacher: Depending on the level of your class, you may want to discuss some of the elements that 
create cohesion in the paragraph. For example, you could: 

• Explain that the topic sentence is general and introduces the idea of a process 
• Discuss how transitions — first, next, then, and finally – show the order of the steps  
• Point out repeated words (such as berries; dried; roasting/roasted and ground) that link sentences 

together 
• Discuss the use of the demonstrative pronoun these to refer back to dried coffee beans and indicate that 

they have been discussed before 
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Sentence Strips for Main Activity 2 

The next step in the process is roasting at a high temperature. 

The seeds are then removed from the berries and are cleaned 
and dried. 

The process of producing coffee has several steps.  

Finally, hot water is poured through the ground coffee to make 
a cup of coffee. 

First, the berries are picked by hand or by machine. 

The coffee beans get darker as they are roasted.  

These dried coffee beans are called “green coffee.” 

After that, the coffee beans are ground into small pieces, using 
a coffee grinder.  

 

Unit 8: Writing Extension 

Ask students to imagine that they will be hosting a visitor from another country. Before the person 
arrives, they are communicating by email. Instruct them to write some sentences to explain a common 
practice or ritual in their culture that includes tea, coffee, or another beverage. Tell students that the 
ritual can be a formal ceremony or an everyday practice.  

Ask students to think about the process used in the practice or ritual, and to write the steps that people 
follow when doing it. Encourage students to add as much detail as they can to their writing to describe 
how and why this tradition is important in their culture.
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Unit 9: CONFUCIUS 
Reading Texts 

 
Reading 1 

Confucius was a Chinese philosopher who 
studied and taught about life and how people 
should act. He taught the value of the family 
and of respect for older people. He also 
taught the importance of being kind and 
generous. Confucius wrote: “Do not do to 
others what you do not want done to 
yourself.”  This moral idea means that you 
should treat others in the same way that you 
would like to be treated. This “Golden Rule” 
is found in many cultures around the world.  

Confucius was born in China in 551 BCE. 
His family was poor. When Confucius was 
three years old, his father died, so Confucius 
was raised by his mother. As a young man, 
Confucius worked for his local government. 
He became famous as a teacher and as a man 
with high moral values.  

Reading 2 

Confucius developed ideas about how 
government leaders should act. He believed 
that if leaders behaved correctly, the people 
would follow them. When Confucius was 55 
years old, he left his home city. He began to 
travel throughout China. During these 
travels, he shared his ideas with people he 
met. When he was 68 years old, he returned 
to his home city. He spent the rest of his life 
teaching his students. He died in 479 BCE, 
when he was 72 years old.  

Confucius taught both his own ideas and 
traditional Chinese teachings. These 

teachings were organized into two 
collections. The collections are called the 
Four Books and the Five Classics. These 
nine books have had a great influence on 
Chinese culture.  

Reading 3 

Confucius had great skill in putting deep 
thoughts into few words. These are some of 
his best-known sayings: 

 Everything has its beauty but not 
everyone sees it. 

 I hear and I forget. I see and I 
remember. I do and I understand. 

 Respect yourself and others will 
respect you. 

 You cannot open a book without 
learning something. 

 Choose a job you love, and you will 
never have to work a day in your life. 

 It does not matter how slowly you go 
as long as you do not stop. 

 Wherever you go, go with your 
heart.  

Which of these sayings is most meaningful 
to you? 
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Reading 4 

One day Zi Lu, one of Confucius's best 
students, asked Confucius: “When we hear a 
good idea, should we follow it 
immediately?” Confucius gave this answer: 
“Before you act, you should always ask the 
opinion of someone with more experience.”  

At another time, the student Ran You asked 
the same question. This time Confucius 
answered: “Of course, if it's a good idea, you 
should do it right away.”  

 

A third student heard both answers and he 
was confused. He asked Confucius: “Why 
did you give two completely different 
answers to the same question?” Confucius 
explained: “Zi Lu acts quickly without 
thinking. So I told him to think before he 
acts. On the other hand, Ran You has a hard 
time making decisions. So I encouraged him 
to act more quickly. People are different, 
and so they need different answers.” 
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EXERCISES 
 
Getting Started 
           
Complete this timeline of Confucius's life, using the words below.  
 

a. 55 years old 
b. became famous as teacher 
c. born in 551 BCE 
d. died in 479 BCE 

e. father died 
f. teachings collected into nine books 
g. travelled throughout China 
h. worked for local government 

 
 

  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

born in 
551 

BCE
_______ _______ _______

55 
years 
old

_______ _______ _______
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Comprehension Check 
 
Write a complete sentence to answer each question. 
 
1. As a philosopher, what did Confucius teach? 
 
 __________________________________________________________ 

  
2. How did Confucius say that people should treat others? 

 
  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

3. What did Confucius believe government leaders should do? Why? 
 

  ____________________________________________________________________ 
  

4. How did people learn about Confucius's ideas? 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

5. What is contained in the Four Books and the Five Classics? 
        
 _________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Practice 1 

Look at Readings 1 and 2. For each word in the list, find a different form of the word in the 
readings. What part of speech is it? 
 
 For example: 
 

 Word from text Part of speech 

teach teachings noun 

 

 Word from text Part of speech 

1. collect   

2. generosity   

3. important   

4. tradition   

5. philosophy   

6. govern   

7. study   

8. valuable   
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Language Focus 1 

Fill in the missing words.  
 

a. are called f. should treat others 
b. a great influence g. traditional Chinese teachings 
c. in many cultures  h. who studied and taught 
d. of the family i. into two collections 
e. what you do not want  j. the importance of  

 

Confucius was a Chinese philosopher who  studied  and  taught  about life and how people 

should act. He taught the value (1) ___________________________ and of respect for older people. 

He also taught (2) ___________________________ being kind and generous. Confucius wrote: “Do 

not do to others (3) ____________________________ done to yourself.”  This moral ideas means that 

you (4) __________________________ in the same way that you would like to be treated. This 

“Golden Rule” is found (5) ____________________________ around the world.  

Confucius taught both his own ideas and (6) __________________________. These teachings were 

organized (7) ____________________________. The collections (8) __________________________ 

the Four Books and the Five Classics. These nine books have had (9) ________________________ on 

Chinese culture. 
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Comprehension Check 2 
 
Circle the correct answer. 
 

1. “Everything has its beauty but not everyone sees it.” This means: 
a. Not everything is beautiful. 
b. If you look, you can find value in everything. 
c. Everyone sees the same thing. 

 
2. “I hear and I forget. I see and I remember. I do and I understand.” This means: 

a. The best way to learn something is to try doing it. 
b. You can learn a lot by listening. 
c. When you look at something, you forget it easily. 

 
3. “You cannot open a book without learning something.” This means: 

a. You should not open every book. 
b. If you open too many books, you will become confused. 
c. All books have important information and it is always good to read them. 

 
4. “Choose a job you love, and you will never have to work a day in your life.” This means: 

a. If you choose a job you enjoy, you will make a lot of money. 
b. When you enjoy your job, it does not feel like work. 
c. It is better not to work. 

 
5. “Wherever you go, go with your heart.” This means: 

a. You should be yourself and act generously wherever you go. 
b. You should always travel with a friend. 
c. If you do not like a place, you should not go there.  
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Vocabulary Practice 2 

Read the text to find a word with the same or similar meaning.  

1. encourage 
 

to give some a reason or confidence to do something 

2. be __ __ __ __ 
 

to act in a certain way  

3. re __  __  __  __  __  __ 
 

not forget 

4. re __  __  __  __  __ 
 

to have a good opinion of someone 

5. mo  __  __  __ 
 

based on ideas of what is right and wrong  

6. co  __  __  __  __  __  __ 
 

not understanding 

7. op __  __  __  __  __ 
 

what someone thinks about something 

8. im  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __ 
 

right away 
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Language Focus 2  

Circle the words that best fit the correct meaning. 
 
 (1) (One day / At another time) Zi Lu, one of Confucius's best students, asked Confucius: “ (2) (When 

/ Why) we hear a good idea, should we follow it immediately?” Confucius gave this answer: “ (3) 

(Before / Until) you act, you should always ask the opinion of someone with more experience.”  

(4) (Before / At another time), the student Ran You asked the same question. (5) (This time / Again) 

Confucius answered: “Of course, (6) (if / even though) it's a good idea, you should do it right away.”  

A third student heard both answers and he was confused. He asked Confucius: “ (7) (When / Why) did 

you give two completely different answers to the same question?” Confucius explained: “Zi Lu acts 

quickly without thinking. (8) (But / So) I told him to think before he acts. (9) (On the other hand / 

Similarly), Ran You has a hard time making decisions. (10) (But / So) I encouraged him to act more 

quickly. People are different, (11) (and / if) so they need different answers.” 
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CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES 
 

Unit 9: Warm Up 

 Write this saying on the board: Do not do to others what you do not want done to yourself. 

Ask students if they have a similar saying in their culture. Then, ask students to share some other 
traditional sayings from their culture. Encourage them to explain the sayings by giving examples of 
what they mean.  

If the students are all from the same culture, ask them to help explain the sayings by giving additional 
examples that illustrate the meaning. If students are from different cultures, encourage them to 
compare the sayings from their cultures. 

Unit 9: Main Activity 1 – Mini-Presentation 

Note to Teacher: The ability to present information orally is an essential academic skill. Students practice 
paraphrasing or summarizing the information in the readings and presenting this information to the class. 
Encourage students to use their own words and not rely on the sentences from the readings.  

Show the graphic organizer. 

 

Give students a few minutes to think of some information they can present to the class about 
Confucius. For example, they might say: Confucius was born in China. He was born poor, but he 
became a great teacher. He also worked for the government. Or: Confucius taught that people should 
respect older people. He also thought leaders should behave in a moral way and then people would 
believe them and follow them. 

Ask for volunteers to come to the front of the class and present their sentences. Encourage them to use 
the graphic organizer as a visual aid. Encourage the other students to ask questions about the 
information that has been presented. For example: When did Confucius live? How did Confucius 
spread his ideas?  

Confucius

life philosophy influence
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Unit 9: Main Activity 2 – Taking Notes  

Note to Teacher: An essential reading and study skill is identifying what information in a text is important, and 
then writing short notes about it. This skill allows students to study better because they can quickly review the 
information later without re-reading the whole text. There are many formats for note-taking, such as bulleted 
lists, graphic organizers, and annotations.  

Explain that when they are trying to summarize information about a person or event, students can ask 
“wh” questions to identify important ideas. Write the following questions on the board.  

Confucius 

• Who was he? 
• Where did he live? 
• When did he live? 
• What did he do? 
• Why did he do this? 
• How did he do this? 

Hand out copies of the readings. Give students approximately 10 minutes to find answers in the text 
and write brief notes. Then, have them discuss their answers with a partner. Finally, ask for two 
volunteers, one to act as facilitator and the other to act as note-taker. Instruct the facilitator to ask the 
class the questions. As students answer, tell the note-taker to write a few notes on the board. Discuss 
where students found information in the text, and compare the notes on the board to students’ notes.  

Students’ notes might look like this: 

Confucius 

• Who was he?  philosopher; poor family; raised by mother 
• Where did he live?  China 
• When did he live?  551-479 BCE 
• What did he do?  taught about value of family, respect for others / importance of kindness, 

generosity 
• Why did he do this? wanted people to act morally / leaders to behave correctly 
• How did he do this? taught students in home city; traveled around China; taught own ideas / 

traditional Chinese teachings 
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 Unit 9: Writing Extension  

Write or project these sayings on the board.  

• Everything has its beauty but not everyone sees it. 
• I hear and I forget. I see and I remember. I do and I understand. 
• Respect yourself and others will respect you. 
• You cannot open a book without learning something. 
• Choose a job you love, and you will never have to work a day in your life. 
• It does not matter how slowly you go as long as you do not stop. 
• Wherever you go, go with your heart.  

 
Ask students to decide which one is most meaningful to them. Tell them to write some sentences about 
the saying they chose. Instruct them to include answers to the following questions in their writing: 

 Why is this saying meaningful to you? 
 Can you explain the meaning of this saying in your own words? 
 Can you give an example of this saying from your own life? 
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Unit 10: CALENDARS 
Reading Texts 

 
Reading 1 

Ancient cultures did not have calendars like 
the one we have today. Instead, they 
measured time according to day and night 
and the changing seasons. The earliest 
calendars were based on the moon. The 
ancient Sumerians counted the four phases 
in a lunar (moon) cycle. The cycle began 
with the new moon, followed by half moon, 
full moon, and half moon. The farmers 
counted 12 cycles of the moon from spring 
to spring when they planted crops. They 
made these 12 lunar cycles into one year. A 
lunar cycle takes about 29.5 days. So one 
year on these early lunar calendars was 354 
(12 x 29.5) days. 

Reading 2 

Ancient people wanted to use calendars to 
predict when natural events would occur. 
For example, in Egypt, the Nile River 
flooded every year. However, on the 354-
day lunar calendar, the flooding took place 
at a different time every year. The Egyptians 
needed a different way to measure time.  

About 6,000 years ago, the Egyptians 
noticed that once a year, the star Sirius rose 
in the sky at the same time as the sun. This 
happened about every 365 days, around the 
same time that the Nile flooded. So they 
made a new calendar based on this 365-day 
year. When Sirius appeared, a new year 
began. This was the first solar (sun) 

calendar, based on the actual time that it 
takes for the Earth to revolve around the sun. 

Reading 3 

Other ancient cultures also discovered that a 
solar calendar was easier to use than a lunar 
one. In 45 BCE, Roman leader Julius Caesar 
adopted a new calendar. It was based on the 
solar year of 365.25 days. This new calendar 
was known as the Julian calendar. Since the 
Romans measured each year to be 365 days 
plus six hours, they added an extra day every 
four years. Today, a year with an extra day 
is called a “leap year.” The English names of 
the months—January, February, and so on—
come from the Roman calendar. 

Reading 4 

The Julian calendar was more accurate than 
the lunar calendar. However, its year was 
slightly longer than the real time that it takes 
for the earth to revolve around the sun. So 
every 128 years, the calendar gained a day. 
In 1582, Pope Gregory XIII adjusted the 
calendar dates so the seasons would begin at 
the right time. He also made a few other 
changes to keep the calendar accurate.  
 
Like the Julian calendar, the Gregorian 
calendar had 12 months of 28 to 31 days. 
Every four years, an extra day was added to 
February, the shortest month of the year. 
Today, the Gregorian calendar is used all 
around the world as an international 
calendar.  
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EXERCISES 
 
Getting Started 
 

1. Complete the chart using the words and numbers below. 
 

354 
365 
365.25 
Egyptians 

lunar  
Romans 
solar 

 
 
 

History of the Calendar 
 

Ancient Culture Type of Calendar Number of Days 
 
Sumerians 

  

 
 

  

 
 

solar  

 
2. Write 3 sentences using the information from the chart. 

 
1.  ____________________________________________________________________ 

 
2. _____________________________________________________________________ 

 
3. _____________________________________________________________________ 
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Comprehension Check 1 
 
Circle the correct answer. 

1. Ancient people first measured a year’s time according to____________. 
a. the four phases of the moon 
b. the amount of time it took the earth to travel around the sun 
c. the season when they planted their crops. 

2. A lunar calendar is based on______________. 
a. 12 cycles of 29.5 days 
b. day and night and the changing seasons 
c. 365 days 

3. Ancient cultures needed calendars to_____________. 
a. study the stars 
b. understand the phases of the moon 
c. predict when natural events would occur 

4. The ancient Egyptians marked the beginning of the year as _____________.  
a. when the star Sirius rose in the sky with the sun 
b. the 12 cycles of the moon from spring to spring 
c. the changing of the seasons 

5. The solar calendar is easier to use than the lunar calendar because___________ . 
a. the sun does not have different phases 
b. the seasons are based on the movement of the Earth around the sun 
c. it is easier to see the sun than to see the moon 
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Vocabulary Practice 1 

Complete this crossword puzzle. 
 

 
 
ACROSS 
1. to say what will happen in the future 
6. real, correct 
7. concerning the sun 
8. concerning the moon 
9. one stage in a process or cycle 
10. a chart that shows the months and days of the year. 
 
DOWN 
2. to move around something in a circular path 
3. a series of events that repeat again and again in the same order 
4. to find out the size, length, or amount of something 
5. to happen 
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Language Focus 1 

Fill in the missing words. Two words will not be used. 
 

a. every g. time 
b. noticed h. took place 
c. flooded i. year 
d. measure j. natural 
e. based k. way 
f. takes l. calendar 

 

Ancient people used calendars to predict when natural  events would occur. For example, in 

Egypt, the Nile River (1) _____________ every year. However, on the 354-day lunar calendar, 

the flooding (2) ___________ at a different time every year. The Egyptians needed a different 

(3) ____________ to measure time.  

About 6,000 years ago, the Egyptians (4) ____________ that once a year, the star Sirius rose in 

the sky at the same (5) ______________ as the sun. This happened about (6) _____________ 

365 days, around the same time that the Nile River flooded. So they made a new calendar 

(7)_________________ on this 365-day year. When Sirius appeared, a new (8)______________ 

began. This was the first solar calendar, based on the actual time that it (9)________________ 

for the Earth to revolve around the sun. 
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Comprehension Check 2 
 
True or False? If the sentence is false, rewrite the sentence as a true sentence. 
 

1. The Julian calendar is based on the lunar year of 354 days.                                          
True   False 

 
_______________________________________________________________ 

 
2. The Julian calendar is named after Pope Julius Caesar.                                                  

True   False 
 

_______________________________________________________________ 
 

3. A year with an extra day added every four years is a called a “leap year.”                    
True   False 

 
_______________________________________________________________ 

 
4. The English names of the month come from the Egyptian calendar.                             

True   False 
 

_______________________________________________________________ 
 

5. Pope Gregory adjusted the Julian calendar because it lost a day every 28 to 31 days.  
True   False 

 
_______________________________________________________________ 

 
6. Today, the Julian calendar is used as the international calendar.                                    

True   False 
 

_______________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Practice 2 

Match the words to make a phrase from the reading. Then write the complete phrase in 
Column 3. 
 

1. a lunar                a) crops  

2. a leap                     b) cycle a lunar cycle 

3. a full  c) cultures  

4. ancient d) moon  

5. the changing e) place  

6. to revolve f) seasons  

7. to plant g) around the sun  

8. to take h) year  

 

Language Focus 2  

Fill in the correct form of the verb. Decide if the verb should be present or past tense. Some 

verbs are passive. 

In 45 BCE, Roman leader Julius Caesar adopted   (adopt) a new calendar. It (1)___________ 

(base) on the solar year of 365.25 days. This new calendar (2)______________ (know) as the 

Julian calendar. Since the Romans (3)_________________ (measure) each year to be 365 days 

plus six hours, they (4)________________(add) an extra day every four years. Today, a year 

with an extra day (5) _______________ (call) a “leap year.” 

 
In 1582, Pope Gregory XIII (6) ________________ (adjust) the calendar dates so the seasons 

would begin at the right time. He also (7) _______________ (make) a few other changes to keep 

the calendar accurate. Today, the Gregorian calendar (8) _____________ (use) all around the 

world as an international calendar.   
 
© 2014 DynEd International 109 August 2014 

 
 



Reading for Success ~ Unit 10 
 

CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES 
 

Unit 10: Warm Up 

Ask students what kinds of calendars they use in their daily lives. Have students work in pairs 
and discuss their experiences with calendars. Ask questions like the following: 

 What kind of calendar do you use? Is it on paper? on a cell phone? on a computer?  
 Do you write or type on your calendar? If so, what do you write? 
 How often do you check your calendar? 
 What day does the week begin on your calendar? 
 Does your country use a different calendar from the Gregorian calendar? If so, what 

is that calendar like?   

Afterward, ask some individuals to share their ideas with the class. 

Unit 10: Main Activity 1 – Dictation 

Note to Teacher:  Dictations require students to listen carefully to sentences based on the readings, and 
then work together to reconstruct the text. Speak the dictation sentences in phrasal units to help students 
become aware of how sentences are grouped into logical chunks. 

Give the following dictation. Read each sentence at least twice. 

1) The earliest calendars were based on the phases of the moon.  
2) On these early lunar calendars one year was 354 days. 
3) The ancient Egyptians made the first solar calendar. 
4) A solar calendar is based on the time it takes for the Earth to revolve around the sun. 
5) The Romans made their solar calendar more accurate by adding an extra day every 

four years. 

Have students work in groups to compare the sentences they wrote. Ask groups to agree on 
correct sentences. Then, for each sentence, ask students from two different groups to write the 
sentence on the board. Have the class compare the 2 versions of the sentence and discuss any 
differences. 

Ask follow-up questions like: Why is it important for calendars to be precise? How can 
inaccurate time measurements change calendars over time? How do people accurately measure 
time? 
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Unit 10: Main Activity 2 – Mini-Presentation 

Note to teacher: The ability to present information orally is an essential academic skill. Students practice 
paraphrasing or summarizing the information in the readings and presenting this information to the class. 
Encourage students to use their own words and not rely on the sentences from the readings.  

History of the Calendar 
 

Calendar Type of calendar How long ago No.  of days 
 
Sumerians 

 
lunar 

 
  

 
354 

 
Egyptian 

 
solar 

 
 ~6000 years 

 
365 

 
Julian 

 
solar 

 
~ 2000 years 

 
365.25 

 
Gregorian 

 
solar 

 
~ 500 years 

 
365.25 

 

Give students a few minutes to think of some information they can present to the class about the 
history of the calendar. They can look at the reading to refresh their memory but they must use 
their own words.  They should think about this question: How did each calendar improve upon 
the earlier calendar? 

Ask for volunteers to come to the front of the class and present their sentences. Encourage them 
to use the graphic organizer as a visual aid. Encourage the other students to ask questions about 
the information that has been presented. For example: Who developed the first solar calendar?  
How was the Gregorian calendar better than the Julian calendar? 

Unit 10: Writing Extension 

Tell students to think about events or holidays that happen every year in their culture or country. 
Ask them to write a short paragraph (5-7 sentences) about several of these holidays—when are 
they celebrated and whether they are celebrated on the same date every year.  

An example from the United States could look like this: 
In my culture we use the Gregorian calendar. Most holidays, such as Christmas (December 25) 
and Independence Day (July 4), are the same day of the same month every year. Easter, 
however, is based on a lunar calendar and the date changes every year.  Some holidays are the 
based on a day of the week. For instance, Thanksgiving is the last Thursday of every November. 
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Unit 11: OCEAN WAVES 
Reading Texts 

 
Reading 1 

If you drop a rock into a pool of water, 
you'll see waves. The energy from the 
falling rock is transferred into waves. These 
waves carry the energy through the water. 
The water itself moves only a little. 
 
When we look at the surface of the ocean, 
the water seems to be moving.  Actually, the 
water itself does not move very much. When 
we see ocean waves, we are looking at 
energy moving through the water in waves.  
Most ocean waves are caused by wind as it 
blows along the surface of the ocean. The 
energy of the moving air is transferred to the 
water, causing waves. Light winds cause 
small waves, called “ripples,” on the ocean 
surface. In contrast, high winds and storms 
can cause huge waves that can be dangerous 
to ships at sea.  

Reading 2 

Even after the wind stops blowing, waves 
continue to move through the ocean in 
groups called “wave trains.” Ocean waves 
can travel thousands of miles before 
reaching land. 

When a wave approaches the shore, the 
water becomes shallower. Then, the 
movement of the wave begins to hit against 
the ocean floor. This makes the waves 
become higher and steeper. When the waves 
become too high, they fall onto the beach. A 
falling wave is called a “breaker.” Breakers 

are the big waves that you see when you 
walk along the beach. 

Reading 3 

Sometimes waves from several storms meet 
in the ocean. These waves combine to form 
very large waves called “rogue waves.” 
Rogue waves are sometimes described as “a 
wall of water.” Scientists measure the height 
of waves from the lowest point (the trough) 
to the highest point (the crest). The trough of 
a rogue wave can be so deep that it seems 
like “a hole in the sea.”  The crest of a rogue 
wave can be over 30 meters (98 feet) in 
height —as tall as a ten-story building. 

Rogue waves, also called “freak waves,” 
appear far out to sea, away from land. 
Although these waves are rare, they can be 
very dangerous. Rogue waves can damage 
or destroy ships of all sizes, even large 
passenger ships. 
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Reading 4 

Some waves are caused by movements 
under the surface of the ocean, such as an 
undersea earthquake. These undersea 
movements can cause powerful waves 
known as “tsunamis.” Tsunamis can reach a 
height of 40 meters (120 feet). These waves 
can hit the shoreline with great force and can 
destroy ships, buildings, and harbors along 
the coast. 

 

Tsunamis can cause huge losses of life and 
property. The 2004 Indian Ocean tsunami 
was one of the most deadly disasters in 
human history. Over 230,000 people died in 
14 countries along the Indian Ocean. A huge 
tsunami also hit Japan in 2011. Over 18,000 
people died as a result of the tsunami. In 
addition to the loss of life, over one million 
buildings were completely or partially 
destroyed. 
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EXERCISES 
 
Getting Started 
 
Write each sentence into the correct box. 
 

Why do we see breakers at the beach? 
 

 
 
 

a. Near shore, the energy in waves hits the ocean floor. 
b. Waves travel through the ocean. 
c. Wind transfers energy to ocean water. 
d. Waves become higher and steeper. 
e. Moving energy causes waves. 
f. Waves become too high and fall onto the beach.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wind 
transfers 
energy to 

ocean water.

 
© 2014 DynEd International 114 August 2014 

 



Reading for Success ~ Unit 11 

Comprehension Check 1 
 

Write a complete sentence to answer each question. 

1. What happens when you drop a rock into a pool of water? 

 _______________________________________________________________ 
 

2. What makes the water on the ocean’s surface seem to move? 

_____________________________________________________ 
 

3. What causes most ocean waves? 

 _______________________________________________________________ 

4. Why do storms cause huge waves? 

 _______________________________________________________________ 

5. How far can ocean waves travel before they reach land? 

 _______________________________________________________________ 

6. What happens to waves when they come closer to the shore? 

 _______________________________________________________________ 
 
Vocabulary Practice 1 

1. Find the word in the second column that has the opposite meaning to the word in italics. 

1. The energy of the moving air is transferred to the water, 
causing waves.  c 

a. safe 

2. Light winds cause small waves, called “ripples,” on the ocean 
surface. 

b. leaves 

3. In contrast, high winds and storms can cause huge waves that 
can be dangerous to ships at sea.  

c. removed from 

4. When a wave approaches the shore, the water becomes 
shallower. 

d. flatter 

5. Then, the movement of the wave begins to hit against the 
ocean floor. 

e. high 

6. This makes the waves become higher and steeper. f. surface 
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2.  Find the word in the second column that has a similar meaning to the word in italics. 

1. When we look at the surface of the ocean, the water seems to be 
moving.  

a. heavy 

2. If you drop a rock into a pool of water, you'll see waves. b. top 

3. Most ocean waves are caused by wind as it blows along the 
surface of the ocean. 

c. stone 

4. In contrast, high winds and storms can cause huge waves that 
can be dangerous to ships at sea.  

d. shore 

5. Ocean waves can travel thousands of miles before reaching land. e. sea 

6. When the waves become too high, they fall onto the beach. f. collapse 

 
 
Language Focus 1 

Fill in the missing words. Two words will not be used. 
 

a. groups g. energy 
b. rock h. sea 
c. much i. travel 
d. surface j. seems 
e. blows k. small 
f. causing l. floor 

 

When we look at the  surface  of the ocean, the water (1) _____________ to be moving. Actually, 

the water itself does not move very (2) _____________. When we see ocean waves, we are looking at 

(3) ___________ moving through the water in waves.  

Most ocean waves are caused by wind as it (4) ____________ along the surface of the ocean. The 

energy of the moving air is transferred to the water, (5) _____________ waves. Light winds cause 

(6)___________ waves, called “ripples,” on the ocean surface. In contrast, high winds and storms can 

cause huge waves that can be dangerous to ships at (7) ______________.  

Even after the wind stops blowing, waves continue to move through the ocean in (8) ___________ 

called “wave trains.” Ocean waves can (9) ___________ thousands of miles before reaching land. 
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Comprehension Check 2 
 
What is false in each of these sentences? Rewrite the sentences so that they are true. 
 

1. Rogue waves are caused when many ships meet at sea. 
 

____________________________________________________________ 
 
 

2. Scientists measure the length of waves from the widest point (the trough) to the narrowest point 
(the crest). 

 
____________________________________________________________ 

 
 

3. The crest of a freak wave can look like a “hole in the sea.” 
 

____________________________________________________________ 
 
 

4. Tsunamis are often caused by high winds.  
 

____________________________________________________________ 
 
 

5. The Japanese tsunami of 2011 was the deadliest tsunami of the 21st century. 
 

____________________________________________________________ 
 

6. A tsunami is an undersea earthquake. 
 
_______________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Practice 2 

Find the word or words in Column A that match the definitions in Column B. Compare your 
answers with your partner.  
 

Column A Column B 

1. a crest a. a huge wave formed when waves combine  
 

2. a breaker b. a group of waves moving together 
 

3. a ripple c. a small wave caused by a light wind 
 

4. a rogue wave d. a powerful wave caused by an undersea earthquake 
 

5. a wave train e. the lowest point on a wave 
 

6. a trough 
 

f. a falling wave 

7. a tsunami 
 

g. the highest point on a wave 
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Language Focus 2 

Find the information that each highlighted phrase is referring to. Draw an arrow to the 
information. Write the information next to the number of the phrase. 
 
    
 

Rogue waves appear far out to sea, away from land. Although (1) these waves are rare, they can be 

very dangerous. Rogue waves can damage or destroy ships of all sizes, even large passenger ships. 

Some waves are caused by movements under the surface of the ocean, such as an undersea earthquake. 

(2) These undersea movements can cause powerful waves known as “tsunamis.” Tsunamis can reach a 

height of 40 meters (120 feet).  (3) These waves can hit the shoreline with great force and can destroy 

ships, buildings, and harbors along the coast. 

Tsunamis can cause huge losses of life and property. The 2004 Indian Ocean tsunami was one of the 

most deadly disasters in human history. Over 230,000 people died in 14 countries along the Indian 

Ocean. A huge tsunami also hit Japan in 2011. Over 18,000 people died as a result of (4) the tsunami. 

In addition to (5) the loss of life, over one million buildings were completely or partially destroyed. 

 

1. rogue waves_________________________________ 
 
2. _______________________________________________ 

 
3. ________________________________________________ 

 
4. ________________________________________________ 

 
5. ________________________________________________ 
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CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES 
Unit 11: Warm Up 

Ask students to talk about their experiences with water and waves. Ask these kinds of questions: 

 Have you ever visited the ocean or other large body of water? 
 Have you ever been on a boat? Were there waves? 
 Have you ever seen large waves? When? Where? 
 Have you swum or surfed in the ocean? 
 How do you feel when you see waves?  

Have students work in pairs and discuss their experiences with the ocean and with waves. Afterward, 
ask some individuals to share their experiences with the class. 

Unit 11: Main Activity 1 – Dictation 

Note to teacher:  Dictations require students to listen carefully to sentences based on the readings, and then 
work together to reconstruct the text. Speak the dictation sentences in phrasal units to help students become 
aware of how sentences are grouped into logical chunks. 

Give the following dictation. Read each sentence at least twice. 

1) If you drop a rock into a pool of water, you'll see waves.  
2) The energy from the falling rock is transferred into waves.  
3) These waves carry the energy through the water.  
4) Most ocean waves are caused by wind. 
5) The energy of the moving air is transferred to the water, causing waves. 

Have students work in groups to compare the sentences they wrote. Ask groups to agree on correct 
sentences. Then, for each sentence, ask students from two different groups to write the sentence on the 
board. Have the class compare the two versions of the sentence and discuss any differences.  

Ask follow-up questions like: When the wind stops blowing, do waves stop moving? What causes 
waves to be large or small? What causes very large waves? 

Unit 11: Main Activity 2 – Putting Sentences in Order 

Note to teacher: Learning organizational strategies and cohesive elements—like transitions and repeated 
words—will help students to understand more complex texts. It will also help them write more clearly. This 
activity gives students a chance to analyze in a simple way how sentences are logically linked together in a 
paragraph. 

Working in pairs, have students rearrange the strips in a logical order to describe how waves break at 
the beach. Have pairs compare their order with another pair. Circulate and ask questions about why 
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students chose the order that they did. Then, hand out one strip to each of seven students, and ask them 
to come to the front of the room. Have volunteers from the class organize the students in the correct 
order. Finally, have the students holding the strips read them aloud to the class.  

Sentence Strips for Main Activity 2 
 

A falling wave is called a “breaker.” 
When the waves become too high, they fall onto the beach.  
When a wave approaches the shore, the water becomes 
shallower. 
Breakers are the big waves that you see when you walk along 
the beach. 
This makes the waves become higher and steeper. 
Ocean waves can travel thousands of miles before reaching 
land.  
Then, the movement of the wave begins to hit against the ocean 
floor. 
 
Note to Teacher: Depending on the level of your class, you may want to discuss some of the elements that 
create cohesion in the paragraph. For example, you could: 

• Explain that the topic sentence is general and introduces the idea of waves coming the shore. 
• Discuss how repeated information links sentences together: reaching land/ approaches the shore; 

become higher/ become too high; fall onto the beach/ a falling wave. 
• Explain that the transition word then indicates that a fact precedes it in the sequence. 
• Discuss the use of the demonstrative pronoun this to refer back to a cause for why the waves become 

higher and steeper. 
• Explain that the final sentence is general and could appear to be a topic sentence, but makes more sense 

at the end after the word breaker is introduced. 

Unit 11: Writing Extension  

Tell students to write a paragraph about ocean waves, answering the questions below. Instruct them to 
include these words: energy, trough, crest, ripple, rogue, tsunami. 

 What is a wave? 
 What causes ocean waves? 
 What are some types of ocean waves?

 
© 2014 DynEd International 121 August 2014 

 
 



Reading For Success ~ Unit 12 

Unit 12: THE EARTH'S CRUST 
Reading Texts 

 
Reading 1 

The planet Earth has four layers. The outer 
layer, which we live on, is called the Earth’s 
crust. Compared to the size of the Earth, the 
Earth’s crust is very thin, similar to the skin 
of an apple.  

The thickness of the Earth’s crust varies. It 
is less than one kilometer thick in some 
places and over 80 kilometers thick 
elsewhere. The Earth’s crust is less than one 
percent of the Earth’s volume. 

Underneath the Earth’s crust is the mantle, a 
layer of hot material. Although the mantle is 
mostly solid, it flows like a slow-moving 
liquid because it is very hot. The mantle is 
2900 kilometers (1800 miles) thick. It is 
about 84% of the Earth's volume. The two 
inner layers of the Earth are the outer core 
and inner core. These layers are made of 
heavy metals, like iron and nickel. The 
Earth's core is even hotter than the mantle.  

Reading 2 

The Earth's crust includes two parts: the 
oceanic crust and the continental crust. The 
oceanic crust lies under the ocean. It covers 
about 60% of the Earth’s surface. The 
oceanic crust is made of heavier rock than 
the continental crust. The oceanic crust 
averages 5 to 10 kilometers in thickness and 
is less than 180 million years old. Compared 
to the continental crust, the oceanic crust is 
thin and young.  

The continental crust is thicker and older 
than the oceanic crust. On average, the 
continental crust is about 35 to 70 kilometers 
thick and about 2 billion years old. The 
continental crust covers about 40% of the 
Earth. Most of the continental crust is above 
water.  

Reading 3 

Most of the Earth's crust is composed of 
igneous rocks. Igneous rocks come from 
magma, the hot material that lies below the 
surface of the Earth’s crust. Beneath the 
Earth’s surface, magma sometimes becomes 
surrounded by cooler rock and slowly cools 
and hardens. Then it becomes granite, a type 
of igneous rock which forms a large 
percentage of the Earth’s continental crust.  

Igneous rock also forms after volcanic 
eruptions. When a volcano erupts, magma 
rapidly rises to the top of the Earth’s crust. 
Then it flows out of the Earth as lava. On the 
Earth’s surface, the lava quickly hardens to 
become igneous rock.  
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Reading 4 

In addition to igneous rock, the Earth’s crust 
has two other types of rock: sedimentary and 
metamorphic. Sedimentary rocks come from 
broken pieces of other rocks and from the 
remains of dead plants and animals. Many 
layers of these materials press down on 
those below and gradually harden into 
sedimentary rocks. Limestone, for example, 
is formed from seashells and other materials  

 

 

from the sea. Sedimentary rocks appear in 
layers. Each layer may be a different color 
and come from different materials. 

Metamorphic rocks begin as sedimentary or 
igneous rocks. They are then changed into a 
different form of rock from pressure or heat. 
Marble, for example, begins as limestone. 
The limestone then changes into marble 
when it is heated or compressed by natural 
forces. 
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EXERCISES 
 
Getting Started 

 
Complete the chart using the words and phrases below. 
 

mantle      core (inner and outer) 
less than 1% of the Earth’s volume  made of heavy metals 
made of rock     84% of the Earth’s volume 
consists of magma     crust 
15% of Earth's volume    1-80 kilometers thick 

 
 

     The Earth's Layers 
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Comprehension Check 1 
 

Put a check mark in the correct column. 
 
 oceanic crust continental crust mantle 

2 billion years old     
1. averages 35-70 km thick    
2. 2900 km thick    
3. 84% of the Earth’s volume    
4. averages 5-10 km thick    
5. flows like slow-moving liquid    
6. covers 40% of the Earth    
7. covers 60% of the Earth's surface    
8. is extremely hot    
9. less than 180 million years old    
10. lies underneath the crust    
 
 

Vocabulary Practice 1 

Write the word from the reading that matches the definition. 
 

1. vo __ __ __ __ 
 

the amount of space that is filled by something else; its 
size 

2. fl __ __ 
 

to move in a continuous and smooth way 

3. cr __ __ __ a hard layer of something, usually on top of softer 

material, as in a loaf of bread 

4. la __ __ __ a thin strip of some material, usually on top of other 
similar strips 

5. ma __ __ __ __ __ __ 
 

the stuff that things are made of 

6. va __ __ 
 

to have differences in size, amount, etc. 
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a. are the outer core and inner 
core. 

b. has four layers.  

c. heavy metals. 

d. is called the crust.  

e. is even hotter than the 
mantle.  

f. is the mantle.  

g. it flows like a slow-moving 
liquid.  

h. less than 1% of the Earth’s 
volume. 

i. of the Earth's volume.  

j. the Earth’s crust is very thin.  

Language Focus 1 

 Connect the two parts of each sentence. 
 

1.  The planet Earth b    

2.  The Earth’s outer layer _____ 

3.  Compared to the size of the Earth, _____ 

4.  The Earth’s crust is _____ 

5.  Underneath the Earth’s crust _____ 

6.  Although the mantle is mostly solid, _____ 

7.  The mantle is about 84% _____ 

8.  The two inner layers of the Earth _____ 

9.  These layers are made of _____ 

10. The Earth's core  ______ 
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Comprehension Check 2 
 

Write a complete sentence to answer each question. 

1. What are igneous rocks? 

 _______________________________________________________________ 

2. How does granite form? 

 _______________________________________________________________ 

3. How do volcanic eruptions create new rocks? 

 _______________________________________________________________ 

4. How does sedimentary rock form? 

 __________________________________________________________U____ 

5. How do layers of sedimentary rock differ? 

 _______________________________________________________________ 

6. What makes metamorphic rocks change form? 

 ________________________________________________________________________U__ 
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Vocabulary Practice 2 

Use the words and phrases to complete the chart. 
 

magma cools and hardens metamorphic 
granite  changed heat or pressure 
igneous  marble 
broken rocks, remains of plants and animals 

 
Type of Rock Where it comes from How it forms Example 

 magma  
 

 

sedimentary  materials are pressed 
together and harden 

limestone 

 sedimentary or 
igneous rocks 

 
 

 

 
 
Language Focus 2 

 
Fill in the missing words.  
 

a. is formed f. begin as 
b. lies below g. come from 
c. press down h. appear 
d. are changed into i. harden 
e. becomes surrounded by j. is composed of 

Sedimentary rocks  come from   broken pieces of other rocks and from the remains of dead plants 

and animals. Many layers of these materials (1) _________________ on those below and gradually 

(2)________________ into sedimentary rocks. Limestone, for example, (3) ________________  from 

seashells and other materials from the sea. Sedimentary rocks (4) ___________________ in layers. 

Each layer may be a different color and come from different materials. 

Metamorphic rocks (5) _______________ sedimentary or igneous rocks. They (6)________________ 

a different form of rock from pressure or heat.  

Most of the Earth's crust (7) ___________________ igneous rocks. Igneous rocks come from magma, 

the hot material that (8) ___________________ the surface of the Earth’s crust. Beneath the Earth’s 

surface, magma sometimes (9) ________________________ cooler rock and slowly cools and 

hardens. 
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CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES 
 

Unit 12: Warm Up 

Show students pictures of Earth landscapes. [These images come from www.morguefile.com.] 

  

    

The Earth's crust is composed of rocky material. But in our daily life, we rarely see the Earth's rocky 
crust directly. Why is that?  

What covers the Earth's crust? Ask students to discuss this question in pairs to find as many answers 
as possible. Then ask students to share their answers with the group.  

Next, ask students to talk about their experiences with different landscapes in their own country and in 
other parts of the world. Ask these kinds of questions:  

• What is the landscape like in your country? 
• What is the most beautiful landscape you have seen? 
• What mountains have you seen? 
• Have you ever visited a volcano? 
• What forces change the surface of the Earth? 

Have students work in pairs and discuss their experiences. Afterward, ask some individuals to share 
their experiences with the class. 
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Unit 12: Main Activity 2 – Mini-Presentation 

Note to Teacher: The ability to present information orally is an essential academic skill. Students practice 
paraphrasing or summarizing the information in the readings and presenting this information to the class. 
Encourage students to use their own words and not rely on the sentences from the readings.  

Draw or project this diagram.  

     The Earth's Layers 

 
 

 

Give students a few minutes to think of some questions they can ask the class about the Earth’s layers. 
Encourage them to ask different types of questions to encourage other students to discuss and compare 
the layers. For example, they might ask: What are the layers of the Earth? How much of the Earth’s 
volume is the core? Which layer is the hottest? What is the mantle made of? What is the outermost 
layer? 

Ask for volunteers to come to the front of the class and present their questions. Encourage them to use 
the graphic organizer as a visual aid. Encourage students to answer the questions in complete 
sentences. 

 

 

 

 

 

Core 
heavy metals 
15%  

 

Crust 
rock 
Less than 1%  

Mantle 
magma 
84%  
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Unit 12: Main Activity 2 – Content Review Game 

Note to Teacher: Students can develop study skills by using game-like strategies to review essential content. 
Explain that this game is a good exercise for reviewing specific details and facts. 

Do not allow students to look at the text. Tell students that there are five questions for each topic. Each 
question is worth 100 to 500 points. Draw a chart like the one below on the board.  

Earth’s Layers Earth’s Crust Earth’s Rocks 

100 points 100 points 100 points 
200 points 200 points 200 points 
300 points 300 points 300 points 
400 points 400 points 400 points 
500 points 500 points 500 points 

 

Explain that students or teams of students will take turns choosing a topic and a point value, and then 
you will read a sentence with a clue. Tell students they must respond with the correct answer to get the 
points. (The correct answers are included below for your reference.) 

 Earth’s Layers Earth’s Crust Earth’s Rocks 

100 points This layer is less than 1% of 
the Earth’s volume. (crust) 

This part of the Earth’s crust lies 
under the ocean. (oceanic crust) 

This type of rock forms when 
magma cools and hardens. 
(igneous rock) 

200 points This layer is made of iron and 
nickel. (core) 

This part of the Earth’s crust is 
about 2 billion years old. 
(continental crust) 

This type of rock forms when 
rock and dead plants and animals 
press down and harden. 
(sedimentary rock) 

300 points This layer is 2900 kilometers 
thick. 

(mantle) 

This is the thinner and younger 
part of the Earth’s crust. 

(oceanic crust) 

This type of rock forms when 
other types of rock change 
because of pressure or heat. 

(metamorphic rock) 

400 points This layer is less than one 
kilometer thick in some 
places. (crust) 

This is the percentage of the 
Earth covered by the continental 
crust. (40%) 

This rock forms from seashells 
and materials from the sea. 
(limestone) 

500 points This layer flows like slow-
moving liquid. (mantle) 

This is the average thickness of 
the oceanic crust. (5-10 
kilometers) 

The continental crust is mostly 
made of this rock. (granite) 
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Choose a student or team of students to begin the game. Ask the student to choose a topic and a point 
value. Then read the corresponding clue from the chart. For example, if the student chooses Earth’s 
Crust for 200 points, you should read: This part of the Earth’s crust is about 2 billion years old. If the 
students correctly answers ‘continental crust,’ award the student 200 points, and have the next student 
choose a topic and point value. If the student responds with the incorrect answer, ask the next student 
to try to answer correctly. Continue to ask students until someone gives the correct answer and scores 
the points. After all the items have been read, the person with the most points wins the game. 

 

Unit 12: Writing Extension  

Tell students to write a short paragraph to describe how marble forms. Explain that they can refer to 
the text but should write the ideas in their own words. Encourage them to use words that show 
sequence, such as first, then, next, and finally. The paragraph must include these key words: 

• heat 
• limestone 
• marble 
• pressure 
• seashells 
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Unit 13: THE GOLDEN AGE OF ATHENS 
Reading Texts 

 
Reading 1 

Many of the ideas and values of Western 
culture come from Ancient Greece. Western 
methods of government, education, and the 
arts developed during the Golden Age of 
Athens (480 BCE – 404 BCE).  

During this period, the society of Athens 
produced many important works of art and 
literature. Famous buildings, such as the 
magnificent Parthenon, were built during the 
Golden Age. Sculptors made huge marble 
statues of the Greek gods. Theater also 
flourished during this period. Many great 
plays were written, including the Greek 
tragedies of Aeschylus, Sophocles, and 
Euripides. Important thinkers, like the 
historian Herodotus and the philosopher 
Socrates, also lived during this time. 
Herodotus was the first European person to 
collect records of events and write them as 
history. Socrates developed a teaching 
method that used questions to help people 
gain knowledge. Many teachers today use 
the Socratic method of teaching. 

Reading 2 

Democracy developed in Athens during the 
Golden Age. Within the Athenian 
democracy, all citizens were considered 
equal. All men over 20 years old were 
citizens and could participate in government. 
However, women, slaves, foreigners, and 
males under 20 could not become citizens.  

The laws of Athens were made in the 
Assembly. In the Assembly, all citizens had 
the right to speak. Each citizen had one vote. 
It did not matter whether the person was rich 
or poor.  

All Athenian citizens could work in the 
government. Salaries were paid to 
government workers, so that even poor 
citizens could afford to hold government 
jobs. Jobs within the government were given 
to citizens randomly and for a limited period 
of time. This meant that each citizen had an 
opportunity to do every government job.  

Reading 3 

During the Golden Age of Athens, the 
Greeks had a powerful military. Greek 
armies fought on land and used warships to 
fight battles on the Aegean and 
Mediterranean Seas. The ancient Athenians 
were almost always at war. They fought 
many battles against the Persians to stop 
them from invading Greece. They also 
battled with Sparta, another Greek city. 

Athenian leaders wanted to maintain a 
strong military. Therefore, they required all 
boys to do physical training at a gymnasium. 
Young men practiced wrestling, running, 
and gymnastics. These exercises made them 
healthier and prepared them for fighting as 
soldiers. Training also prepared the young 
men to compete in athletic games, which 
were an important part of Athenian society. 
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Reading 4 

Education was important to Athenians. 
Athenian boys were first taught at home by 
their parents or tutors. When they were 
seven years old, they attended school if their 
parents could afford it. In elementary school, 
they studied reading, writing, and arithmetic. 
Students were also taught music, drawing, 
and dance. They learned to memorize and 
recite poetry.  

Boys from rich families could continue into 
secondary education. In secondary school,  

 

they could study science, philosophy, 
geometry, and other advanced subjects. 
Students held discussions in order to 
improve their reasoning and speaking 
ability.  

Poor boys, however, usually did not go to 
school. They had to stay at home to help 
their families. Poor parents taught practical 
skills to their children. Most Athenian girls, 
rich or poor, did not receive a formal 
education. Instead, they learned how to care 
for their homes and families. 
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EXERCISES 
 
Getting Started 
 

Complete the chart with information from Reading 1. 
 
a) Architecture 
b) Sophocles 
c) Socrates 
d) new teaching method 

e) Ideas 
f) statues of Greek gods 
g) Euripides 
h) Herodotus 

 
 

 
 

Art and Culture  
in the Golden 
Age of Athens

Parthenon

Sculpture

Theater

Aeschylus

written history of 
events
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Comprehension Check 1 

 
Write one or more sentences to answer each question. 
 

1. What areas of Western culture were influenced by ancient Greece? 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

2. What does a teacher do when using the Socratic method? 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

3. Who were citizens under Athenian democracy? Who were not? 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

4. What rights did Athenian citizens have in the Assembly? 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

5. Why was it possible for poor citizens to work for the government? 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

6. Could citizens do different government jobs? How do you know? 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Practice 1 

Which definition matches the meaning of the highlighted word in the sentence? 

1. Boys from rich families could continue into secondary education. 
In this context, rich means: 

a. very interesting and full of variety 
b. having a lot of money 
c. very strong or deep, very beautiful or pleasing 
 

2. Many of the ideas and values of Western culture come from Ancient Greece. 
In this context, value means: 

a. how much something is worth in money 
b. beliefs about what is right and wrong and what is important in life 
c. the amount represented by a number or symbol 

 
3. Herodotus was the first European person to collect records of events and write them as history. 

In this context, record means: 

a. a written account that can be read or used in the future 
b. a thin round piece of plastic, used for playing music 
c. the best result that has ever been reached 
 

4. Democracy developed in Athens during the Golden Age. 
In this context, develop means: 

a. to build houses or other buildings 
b. to grow or become more advanced 
c. to start to happen or change, especially in a bad way 
 

5. These exercises made them healthier and prepared them for fighting as soldiers. 
In this context, exercise means: 

a. physical activity that you do to get stronger or to stay healthy 
b. the use of power or a right to make something happen. 
c. a set of questions in a book that test your knowledge or practices a skill 

 
6. Most Athenian girls, rich or poor, did not receive a formal education. 

In this context, formal means: 

a. concerned with the way something is done, as opposed to its content 
b. very correct and suitable for official or important occasions 
c. received through lessons, exams, etc. rather than just through practical experience 
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Language Focus 1 

Fill in the missing words. One word will not be used. 
 

a. flourished  g. democracy 
b. important h. sculptors 
c. built  i. Socratic 
d. method j. literature 
e. history k. including 
f. society l. to collect 

During this period, the (1) _____________ of Athens produced many important works of art and 

literature. Famous buildings, such as the magnificent Parthenon, were (2) ____________ during the 

Golden Age. (3) _____________ made huge marble statues of the Greek gods. Theater also (4) 

______________ during this period. Many great plays were written, (5) _____________ the Greek 

tragedies of Aeschylus, Sophocles, and Euripides.  

(6) ____________ thinkers, like the historian Herodotus and the philosopher Socrates, also lived 

during this time. Herodotus was the first European person (7) _____________ records of events and 

write them as (8) ____________. Socrates developed a teaching (9) ____________ that used questions 

to help people gain knowledge. Many teachers today use the (10) ____________ method of teaching. 
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Comprehension Check 2 
 
Choose the correct answer. 

1. The Athenian military______________. 
a. fought battles on land and sea 
b. did not fight many battles 
c. was weak and lost most battles 

2. The Athenians fought ___________. 
a. the Egyptians 
b. the Romans 
c. the Persians 

3. Young men trained at gymnasiums _______________. 
a. to learn reading, writing, and arithmetic 
b. to prepare to be soldiers and to compete in athletic games 
c. to gain the right to vote in the Assembly 

4. Music and dance _______________. 
a. were taught in elementary school 
b. were not considered important by Athenians 
c. were only taught to girls 

5. Most girls in Athens ___________. 
a. attended elementary school  
b. did not receive formal education 
c. were taught reading, writing, and arithmetic at home 

6. Philosophy, geometry, and science were ___________________. 
a. taught only to sons of wealthy families 
b. part of every child’s education 
c. not taught in Athenian schools 
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Vocabulary Practice 2 

Match the words to make a common English phrase. Write the complete phrase in Column 3. 
 

1. a powerful  a. at home  

2. marble b. of art  

3. to recite c. gymnastics  

4. to attend d. statues  

5. to practice e. games  

6. the golden f. poetry  

7. to stay g. education  

8. works h. military a powerful military 

9. athletic i. age  

10. formal j. school  

 

Language Focus 2 

Write in the correct form of the words in italics. 
 
Athenian leaders wanted to maintain   (to maintain/maintaining) a strong military. Therefore, they 

required all boys (1) ___________________ (to do/doing) physical training at a gymnasium. Young 

men practiced (2) __________________ (to wrestle/wrestling), (3) __________________ (to 

run/running), and gymnastics. These exercises made them healthier and prepared them for 

(4)________________ (to fight/fighting) as soldiers. (5) __________________ (To train/Training) 

also prepared the young men (6) _________________ (to compete/competing) in athletic games, 

which were an important part of Athenian society. 
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CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES 
 

Unit 13: Warm Up  

The ancient Greeks put a great value on athletic competition and physical training for young people. 
Explain that the modern Olympic Games were created based on the ancient Olympic Games, which 
were held in Olympia, Greece.  

Ask students to discuss these questions with a partner: 

 Do you watch the Olympics? Why do you think the Olympics are popular around the world? 
 What is the most popular sport in your country? 
 How important do you feel is physical training for young boys and girls? 

Give pairs several minutes to discuss the questions. Then, ask some students to share something they 
discussed during their conversations.  

Unit 13: Main Activity 1 – Taking Notes 

Note to Teacher: An essential reading and study skill is identifying what information in a text is important, and then 
writing short notes about it. This skill allows students to study better because they can quickly review the information later 
without re-reading the whole text. There are many formats for note-taking, such as bulleted lists, graphic organizers, and 
annotations. min 

Give students copies of Readings 1-4. Tell students they will practice organizing notes in a mind map 
to capture important information about each topic related to the Golden Age of Athens. Draw the 
graphic organizer below on the board.  
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Instruct students add at least 2 more circles with details for each topic area. Explain that each circle 
should include a short phrase, not a complete sentence. Tell students to connect the circles to the topic 
hub with lines to expand the mind map:  

 

For example, for the Education hub, students could add circles with the phrases: 

• boys began school at age 7 
• no formal education for girls 

 

Give students 10-15 minutes to create their mind maps. Encourage students to add as much detail as 
they can to their mind maps. Then, have students discuss their maps with a partner. Ask for four 
volunteers, and have each volunteer recreate one topic of the mind map on the board. Discuss the mind 
map and encourage the class to offer additions and changes.  

 
© 2014 DynEd International 142 August 2014 

 



Reading for Success ~ Unit 13 

Note to Teacher:  You can skip this step if you plan to continue with Main Activity 2 – Mini-Presentations. 

 
Unit 13: Main Activity 2 – Mini-Presentation 

Note to Teacher:  Main Activity 1 – Taking Notes – can be used as preparation for this activity. 

Show the graphic organizer. 

 

 

Give students a few minutes to think of some information they can present to the class about the 
Golden Age of Athens. For example, they might say, In Athens, all men who were 20 years old or 
older could vote. Both rich and poor men could work in the government because they were paid a 
salary. Or: Ancient Athens had a strong military. Boys trained at a gymnasium to be strong athletes 
and soldiers. 

Ask for volunteers to come to the front of the class and present their sentences. Encourage them to use 
the graphic organizer as a visual aid. Then, ask the other students to ask questions about the 
information that has been presented. For example: Where did men vote in ancient Athens? How did 
people get jobs in the government?  Could women vote? Who did the Athenian military fight? What did 
boys learn in the gymnasiums?  

Unit 13: Writing Extension  

Imagine that you know a family that will be coming to live in your country for a year. This family has 
two children, ages 7 and 13, and they want to learn about the education system in your country. Write 
some sentences about schooling in your country. Answer these questions: 

 What levels of school do children attend in your country? 
 What age are they when they attend each kind of school? 
 Do boys and girls go to school and study together? 
 What subjects do children study in school? 
 Do girls and boys study the same subjects? 

Golden Age 
of Athens

Art and 
Literature Government Military Education
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Unit 14: SMARTPHONES 
Reading Texts 

 
Reading 1 

Anywhere you go in the world, you will find 
people using mobile phones. Mobile phones 
are convenient because people can carry 
them and use them anywhere. People use 
basic mobile phones to make phone calls 
and send text messages. However, more and 
more people are now using smartphones. 
People use these phones not only for phone 
calls, but also to access the Internet, send 
email, listen to music and watch movies.  

Smartphones are more expensive than basic 
mobile phones and have more functions. 
Most smartphones have touchscreens, and 
some also have small keyboards. Modern 
smartphones can run applications (called 
“apps”) such as games and other software. 
Smartphones also include high-quality 
digital cameras for taking pictures and 
making videos—and there are new 
smartphone features being introduced every 
day. 

Reading 2 

When mobile phones first became popular, 
not many people had smartphones. In 2008, 
only 11% of the mobile phones sold were 
smartphones. Year after year, the percentage 
of smartphones sold has been increasing 
throughout the world. The percentage of 
smartphones sold increased to 15% in 2009, 
21% in 2010, and 30% in 2011.  

 

In the second quarter (April-June) of 2013, 
smartphone sales exceeded sales of basic 
mobile phones for the first time. During that 
quarter, smartphone sales represented 51.8% 
of total mobile phone sales.  

Between 2012 and 2013, smartphone sales 
increased in all regions of the world. The 
greatest growth was in in Asia-Pacific (up 
74.1%), Latin America (up 57.7%), and 
Eastern Europe (up 31.6%). 
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Reading 3 

Many companies manufacture smartphones. 
However, almost half of the smartphones 
sold worldwide in 2013 were made by one 
of these three companies: Samsung, Apple, 
and LG Electronics. This chart shows the 
sales of smartphones from these three 
companies in the second quarter of 2012 and 
2013. 

 

As you can see, Samsung sold more 
smartphones than either Apple or LG 
Electronics in both 2012 and 2013. Samsung 
sold 45.6 million smartphones during the 
second quarter of 2012. In 2013, the 
company sold 71.4 million phones, an 
increase of 56.5% from 2012. 

 

 

 

Reading 4 

When buying a smartphone, you need to 
consider both the company that makes the 
phone and the operating system (OS) the 
phone uses. In 2013, the top four 
smartphone operating systems were 
Android, Apple iOS, Microsoft, and 
Blackberry. Together, these four operating 
systems represented 99% of all smartphones 
sold in 2013. 

As you can see from the pie chart, Android 
was the worldwide leader in 2013, with a 
market share of 79%. This means that 79% 
of the smartphones sold during that period 
used the Android operating system. Apple 
iOS was in second place with a market share 
of only 14%.  
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EXERCISES 
 
Getting Started 
 
Label the graph below with the information from this chart: 
 
 

Worldwide Mobile Sales (in millions) 
  

Q2 2012 
 

Q2 2013 % change 

Smartphones 
 154 225 +46.5% 
Other mobile phones 
 266 210 - 21% 
Total mobile phone sales 
 420 435 + 3.6% 
 
 
 
 

Worldwide Mobile Sales in Q2 2012 and Q2 2013 
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Comprehension Check 1 
 

Write one or more sentences to answer each question. 
 

1. Why are mobile phones popular? 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 

 
2. What can people use a basic mobile phone to do? 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 

 
3. What are some features of smartphones? 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 

 
4. What percentage of mobile phones sold in 2011 were smartphones? 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 

 
5. Where in the world did smartphone sales increase between 2012 and 2013? 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Practice 1 

Write the missing word into each blank. 
 
1. c o _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

 

Mobile phones are _______________ because people can 
carry them and use them anywhere. 

2.  In _ _ _ _ _ _   People use these phones not only for phone calls, but also to 
access the ______________, send email, listen to music and 
watch movies. 

3. ap _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

 

Modern smartphones can run ________________ , such as 
games and other software. 

4. di _ _ _ _ _  

 

Smartphones also include high-quality _______________ 
cameras for taking pictures and making videos.  

5. pe _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

 

Year after year, the __________________ of smartphones 
sold has been increasing throughout the world. 

6. qu _ _ _ _ _ 

 

In the second ________________ (April-June) of 2013, 
smartphone sales exceeded sales of basic mobile phones for 
the first time.  
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Language Focus 1 

Fill in the missing phrases. One phrase will not be used. 
 

a. taking pictures g. such as games 
b. more and more people h. being introduced 
c. understand your voice  i. send text messages 
d. small keyboards j. more expensive 
e. can carry them  k. listening to music 
f. not only for phone calls  l. you will find 

 
Anywhere you go in the world, you will find  people using mobile phones. Mobile phones are 

convenient because people (1) ______________________and use them anywhere. People use basic 

mobile phones to make phone calls and (2) ______________________. However, 

(3)______________________ are now using smartphones. People use these phones 

(4)______________________, but also to access the Internet, send email, listen to music and watch 

movies.  

Smartphones are (5) ______________________ than basic mobile phones and have more functions. 

Most smartphones have touchscreens, and some also have (6) ______________________. Modern 

smartphones can run applications (called “apps”) (7) ______________________ and other software. 

Smartphones also include high-quality digital cameras for (8) ______________________ and making 

videos—and there are new smartphone features (9) ______________________ every day. For 

example, some smartphones now (10) ______________________and will answer questions using 

digital speech technology. 
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Comprehension Check 2 

 
 
Choose the best answer. 

1. What does this graph show? 
a. The number of smartphones sold in 2012  
b. A comparison of the number of smartphones sold by 3 companies 
c. The increase in one company’s sales across several years 

2. In which year were more smartphones sold? 
a. 2012 
b. 2013 
c. There is no information. 

3. Which company’s sales were the highest in 2013? 
a. Samsung 
b. Apple 
c. LG Electronics 

4. Which company’s sales increased by almost 100%? 
a. Samsung 
b. Apple 
c. LG Electronics 

5. Which company’s sales grew the least between 2012 and 2013? 
a. Samsung 
b. Apple 
c. LG Electronics 

6. Which company made the most money from smartphone sales in 2012? 
a. Samsung 
b. Apple 
c. We don't have enough information.  

45.6

28.9

5.8

71.4

31.9

11.5

0
10
20
30
40
50
60
70
80

Samsung Apple LG Electronics

Smartphone Sales 2Q 2012-2013
(in millions)

2012

2013

 
© 2014 DynEd International 150 August 2014 

 



Reading for Success ~ Unit 14 

Vocabulary Practice 2 

Complete this crossword puzzle. 
 

  
 
 
ACROSS 
1. to make large amounts of something using machines 
4. a game and other software that runs on a smartphone 
7. a visual display that you operate with your finger 
8. a particular amount of time 
9. a three-month period 
10. a circular chart divided into sections to show relative amounts (2 words) 
 
DOWN 
1. percentage of products sold by a company compared to other similar companies (2 words) 
2. able to be moved or carried 
3. a phone with advanced features 
5. a rise in amount of something 
6. to think carefully when making a decision 
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Language Focus 2 

Fill in the blanks with the correct form of the verb.  
 
When buying  (buy) a smartphone, you need (1)  __________  (consider) both the company that 

(2)__________  (make) the phone and the operating system (OS) the phone (3) __________ (use). In 

2013, the top four smartphone operating systems (4) __________  (be) Android, Apple iOS, Microsoft, 

and Blackberry. Together, these four operating systems (5) __________  (represent) 99% of all 

smartphones (6) __________  (sell) in 2013.  

 

As you can (7) __________ (see) from the pie chart, Android 

(8)__________  (be) the worldwide leader in 2013, with a market 

share of 79%. This (9) __________  (mean) that 79% of the 

smartphones sold during that period (10) __________  (use) the 

Android operating system.  
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CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES 
 
Unit 14: Warm Up  

Have students work in pairs and discuss their experiences with mobile phones. Ask questions like the 
following: 

 Do you have a mobile phone? Is it a basic mobile phone or a smartphone? 
 How many of your friends have mobile phones? 
 What do you use your mobile phone to do? 
 Who is the maker of your mobile phone? 
 What operating system does it use? 

Afterward, ask some individuals to share their experiences with the class. 

Unit 14: Main Activity 1 – Dictation 

Note to Teacher:  Dictations require students to listen carefully to sentences based on the readings, and then 
work together to reconstruct the text. Speak the dictation sentences in phrasal units to help students become 
aware of how sentences are grouped into logical chunks. 

1. Show the chart from the unit. Hold a brief discussion about the figures, asking questions like: What 
types of phones does the chart compare? What was the total number of mobile phones sold in the 
second quarter of 2012? What was the percentage increase?  

 

2. Dictate them to the class at least twice.  

1. The percentage of smartphones sold has been increasing throughout the world. 
2. In 2008, only 11% of the mobile phones sold were smartphones.  
3. The percentage of smartphones sold increased to 15% in 2009. 
4. Sales continued to increase to 21% in 2010 and 30% in 2011.  
5. In Asia, smartphone sales increased by 74% between 2012 and 2013. 
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Have students work in groups to compare the sentences they wrote. Ask groups to agree on correct 
sentences. Then, for each sentence, ask students from two different groups to write the sentence on the 
board. Have the class compare the two versions of the sentence and discuss any differences.  

Ask follow-up questions like: Did smartphone sales increase by the same amount each year between 
2008 and 2011? Why do you think smartphone sales are increasing? 

Unit 14: Main Activity 2 – Group Problem-Solving 

Note to Teacher: An important reading skill is the ability to apply the content of a reading to a real-world 
situation. This activity encourages students to apply the language and concepts from the reading to information 
collected from their classmates. 

Tell students they will interview others in the class and create some charts and graphs to show the 
information they find. Have students work in groups of 4. (If you have a small class, you can have 
students work as one group.) Assign one of the following questions to a student in each group. Tell 
students to ask all the class members their question, and record the answers.  

• Do you have a mobile phone? Is it a smartphone? 
• How long have you had your phone? What year did you buy it? 
• What operating system does your phone use? 

Then, instruct each group to make a chart or graph to show their results. 

Group A: Bar Chart 

Instruct Group A to make a bar chart to illustrate the number of basic mobile phones versus the number 
of smartphones in the class.  

In a class of 12 students, the chart might look like this: 

 

 

 

0 2 4 6 8 10 12

Phone type Smartphones

Basic mobile phones
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Group B: Table 

Tell Group B to make a table that illustrates how long students in the class have had their phones.  

In a class of 12 students, the table might look like this: 

Year 2012 2013 2014 

# of phones purchased 3 8 1 

 

Group C: Pie Chart 

Instruct Group C to determine the percentage of the phones in the class that use each of the four 
operating systems – Android, Apple iOS, Microsoft, and Blackberry – and make a pie chart.  

In a class of 12 students, the chart might look like this: 

 

 

After groups have created their charts, ask each group to draw their chart on the board and present the 
results to the class. Encourage the other students to ask questions. 

Unit 14: Writing Extension 

Tell students to imagine that they can win a new smartphone if they can write a good explanation of 
why they need the phone and how they will use it. Tell students to write 5-7 sentences that include 
answers to these questions: 

 What kind of phone would you like? 
 Why do you want this phone? 
 What do you like about this phone? 
 How will you use this phone?  

Operating Systems

Android - 66%

Apple iOS - 16.6%

Microsoft - 8.3%

Blackberry - 8.3%
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Unit 15: PREDICTIONS 
Reading Texts 

 
Reading 1 

Futurists are people who predict how life 
will be in the future. Futurists study current 
trends in society and technology and observe 
how people’s behavior is changing. They 
use their observations about today to make 
predictions about what will or may happen 
in the future.  

Faith Popcorn is a futurist who writes about 
trends in society. She predicts that the next 
ten years will be difficult for people 
throughout the world. She believes that there 
will be many changes in the way people live. 
She predicts that these rapid social changes 
will make people feel insecure. She also 
believes that global problems, such as water 
shortages and political conflicts, will 
frighten people. Because of these trends, she 
believes that people may try to find security 
by returning to beliefs and traditions that 
their communities have followed for many 
years. 

Reading 2 

Faith Popcorn also makes predictions about 
technology. For example, Popcorn believes 
that people may soon be using cars without 
drivers to travel from one place to another. 
In a driverless car, computer technology 
would control the car. The car would not 
need a driver because the computer would 
know how to get to the destination. 
Furthermore, the car would be able to obey 
traffic rules and avoid dangers.  

A driverless car would allow people to relax 
or work on the way to school or the job. But 
Popcorn warns that people may not feel safe 
in a car driven by a computer. Popcorn 
foresees that during the next decade, people 
will become increasingly concerned about 
the dangers of advanced technology, such as 
a driverless car. 

Reading 3  

 In December 1900, John Elfreth Watkins, 
Jr. wrote a magazine article titled “What 
May Happen in the Next Hundred Years.” In 
the article, Watkins made predictions about 
the future. He wrote that “these prophecies 
will seem strange, almost impossible.” Yet 
many of his predictions have come true! 

Of course, some of his predictions were not 
accurate. For example, Watkins wrote that 
“there will be no wild animals,” except in 
zoos. He also predicted that “rats and mice 
will have been exterminated.” Fortunately, 
we still have wild animals; but we also still 
have problems with rats and mice! 

Watkins accurately predicted that 
automobiles would replace horses for 
transportation. However, he thought 
automobiles would not be allowed on city 
streets. He imagined that all city traffic 
would be below the ground or high above 
the ground. So, he predicted that 
“cities…will be free from all noises.” 
Unfortunately, this has not happened. 
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Reading 4 

Some of Watkins' most remarkable 
predictions relate to technology. He foresaw 
changes in photography, including the use of 
digital photographs to show news around the 
world. He wrote: “Photographs will be 
telegraphed from any distance. If there is a 
battle in China, snapshots of its most 
striking events will be published in the 
newspapers an hour later. Photographs will 
reproduce all of Nature’s colors.” 

Even more surprisingly, Watkins predicted 
that “man will see around the world” with 
cameras connected electrically. He imagined 
that these cameras would be joined to a 
“giant telephone” that would allow sounds 
to be sent along with the pictures. In other 
words, Watkins predicted the invention of 
television. 
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EXERCISES 
 
Getting Started 
 
Complete this chart with information from Readings 1 and 2. Be sure to consider both 
positive and negative effects. 

 

 
 

 
 
 

Cause Effect

rapid social 
changes

a computer-
controlled 

driverless car
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Comprehension Check 1 
 
Choose the correct answer. 

1. Futurists ______________________. 
a. study past predictions to make new predictions 
b. use their observations of how people behave today to predict how they will 

behave in the future 
c. plan how to solve global problems 
 

2. Faith Popcorn predicts that__________________. 
a. there will be very little change in the next ten years 
b. the next ten years will be exciting for most people 
c. people will have difficulty with rapid changes in the next ten years 

 
3. Faith Popcorn believes that people will feel insecure, so they will____________.  

a. return to traditions they have practiced in the past 
b. make predictions about how their lives will change 
c. use new forms of technology 

 
4. A driverless car could help people because ______________________. 

a. they would feel safer 
b. they would learn about new technology 
c. they could relax while the computer controls the car 

 
5. The reading does not mention predictions about __________. 

a. the dangers of advanced technology 
b. political conflicts 
c. global health 
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Vocabulary Practice 1 
 
Fill in the blank with the correct word.  

1. pr e d i c t i o n s 
 

Faith Popcorn is a futurist who makes predictions  about 
technology. 

2. dr _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
 

She believes people may soon be using ____________ cars.  

3. de _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
 

A driverless car would know how to get to its __________. 

4. tr _ _ _ _ _ The car would also know how to obey __________ rules. 

5. av _ _ _ A driverless car would also know how to __________ 
dangers. 

6. re _ _ _ In a driverless car, people could __________ on the way to 
work. 

7. de _ _ _ _ Popcorn feels that during the next __________, people will 
become more concerned about the dangers of technology. 
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Language Focus 1 

Fill in the missing words.  

a. beliefs and traditions 
b. feel insecure 
c. for many years 
d. global problems 
e. political conflicts 

f. rapid social changes 
g. the next ten years 
h. the way people live 
i. throughout the world 
j. trends in society 

 

Faith Popcorn is a futurist who writes about trends in society . She predicts that 

(1)_______________ will be difficult for people (2) _______________. She believes that there 

will be many changes in (3) _______________. She predicts that these (4) _______________ 

will make people (5) _______________. She also believes that (6) _______________, such as 

water shortages and (7) _______________, will frighten people. Because of these trends, she 

believes that people may try to find security by returning to (8) _______________ that their 

communities have followed for many years.  

 
© 2014 DynEd International 161 August 2014 

 



Reading for Success ~ Unit 15 

 
Comprehension Check 2 
 
What is false in each of these sentences? Rewrite the sentences so that they are true. 

1. John Elfreth Watkins, Jr. made predictions about the future in 1800, but few of them came true. 

 _______________________________________________________________ 

2. Watkins accurately predicted that rats and mice would be exterminated. 

 _______________________________________________________________ 
 

3. Watkins thought that cities would be noisy because automobiles would be high above the 
ground. 

 
 _______________________________________________________________ 
   

4. Watkins predicted that only automobiles, not horses, would be allowed on city streets.  

 
 _______________________________________________________________ 
 

5. Watkins believed that photography would be replaced by television.  

 
 _______________________________________________________________ 
 
 

6. Watkins imagined that cameras would allow people to hear sounds from other places.  

 
 _______________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Practice 2  

Fill the blank with the correct form of the word in parentheses. 
 

1. Futurists study current trends in society and technology and observe how people’s behavior 

(behave) is changing. 

2. They use their _______________ (observe) about today to make _______________ (predict) 

about what will or may happen in the future. 

3. Because of these trends, Popcorn believes that people may try to find _______________ 

(secure) by returning to _______________ (believe) and traditions that their communities have 

_______________ (follow) for many years. 

4. The car would not need a _______________ (drive) because the computer would know how to 

get to the destination. 

5. Popcorn _______________ (warn) that people may not feel safe in a car _______________ 

(drive) by a computer.  

6. Watkins also _______________ (predict) that “rats and mice will have been 

_______________.” (exterminate) 

7. Watkins accurately predicted that automobiles would _______________ (replace) horses for 

_______________. (transport) 

8. However, he _______________ (think) automobiles would not be _______________ (allow) 

on city streets.  

9. He predicted that photographs would _______________ (reproduce) all of Nature’s colors.  

10. Watkins also predicted the _______________ (invent) of television. 
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Language Focus 2  

Fill in the missing words. One phrase is not used 
 
 

a. would not be allowed f. will be free 
b. would be g. will not 
c. would replace h. were not 
d. will have been exterminated i. still have 
e. will be  j. has not 

 

Of course, some of his predictions were not accurate. For example, Watkins wrote that “there 

(1)________________ no wild animals” except in zoos. He also predicted that “rats and mice 

(2)________________.” Fortunately, we (3) ________________ wild animals; but we also still have 

problems with rats and mice. 

Watkins accurately predicted that automobiles (4) ________________ horses for transportation. 

However, he thought automobiles (5) ________________ on city streets. He imagined that all city 

traffic (6) ________________ below the ground or high above the ground. So, he predicted that “cities 

(7) ________________ from all noises.”   Unfortunately, this (8) ________________ happened. 
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CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES 
 
Unit 15: Warm Up 

Note to Teacher: Watkins' article was written over 100 years ago, so the style of writing is somewhat old-
fashioned. 

Here are some other predictions from Watkins' 1900 article. Distribute these predictions to 
students. In pairs, have them discuss these predictions. They should answer these questions: 

 Which predictions have come true? Which have not? 
 Do you think that his predictions apply to all parts of the world? 
 For the predictions that did not come true, what was the reason? 
 Why do you think Watkins believed that the false predictions would come true? 

 

1. Wireless telephone and telegraph will span the world. We will be able to telephone to 
China quite as readily as we now talk from New York to Brooklyn [a suburb of New 
York City]. 

2. There will be air-ships but they will not successfully compete with surface cars or water 
vessels for passenger or freight travel. 

3. Hot or cold air will be turned on from spigots to regulate the temperature of a house as 
we now turn on hot or cold water from spigots to regulate the temperature of the bath. 
Central plants will supply this cool air and heat to city houses in the same way that now 
our gas or electricity is furnished. 

4. There will be no C, X, or Q in our everyday alphabet. They will be abandoned as 
unnecessary. 

5. Great musicians gathered in one enclosure in [one city] will, by manipulating electric 
keys, produce at the same time music from instruments arranged in theatres or concert 
halls in [other cities]. 

6. A university education will be free to every man and woman. 

7. Fast-flying refrigerators on land and sea will bring delicious fruits from tropics and 
southern temperate zone within a few days. 

8. Strawberries as large as apples will be eaten by our great-great-grandchildren. 

9. The living body will to all medical purposes be transparent. Not only will it be possible 
to a physician to actually see a living, throbbing heart inside the chest but he will be 
able to magnify and photograph any part of it.  
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Unit 15: Main Activity 1 – Dictation 

Note to Teacher:  Dictations require students to listen carefully to sentences based on the readings, and then 
work together to reconstruct the text. Speak the dictation sentences in phrasal units to help students become 
aware of how sentences are grouped into logical chunks. 

Give the following dictation. Read each sentence at least twice. 

1. One futurist believes that people may soon be using driverless cars.  
2. In a driverless car, the car would be controlled by computer technology.  
3. The car would be able to obey traffic rules and avoid dangers.  
4. A driverless car would allow people to relax on the way to school or the job.  
5. But people may not feel safe in a car driven by a computer. 

Have students work in groups to compare the sentences they wrote. Ask groups to agree on correct 
sentences. Then, for each sentence, ask students from two different groups to write the sentence on the 
board. Have the class compare the two versions of the sentence and discuss any differences.  

Ask follow-up questions like: How do people get to school and work in your country? What is the best 
way to get to work? Why? How do you think transportation in your country will change in the future? 

 
Unit 15: Main Activity 2 – Putting Sentences in Order 

Note to Teacher: Learning organizational strategies and cohesive elements—like transitions and repeated 
words—will help students to understand more complex texts. It will also help them write more clearly. This 
activity gives students a chance to analyze in a simple way how sentences are logically linked together in a 
paragraph. 

Before class, copy and cut apart the Sentence Strips. Have students rearrange the strips in a logical 
order to tell the story from the reading. Circulate and ask questions about why students chose the order 
that they did. 

Then, hand out one strip to each of six students, and ask them to come to the front of the room. Have 
volunteers from the class organize the students in the correct order. Have the students holding the 
strips read them aloud to the class. 
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Sentence Strips for Main Activity 2 

However, he thought automobiles would not be allowed on city 
streets. 

Unfortunately, this has not happened. 

In December 1900, John Elfreth Watkins, Jr. wrote a magazine 
that made predictions about the future. 

So, he predicted that “cities…will be free from all noises.” 

Watkins accurately predicted that automobiles would replace 
horses for transportation. 

He imagined that all city traffic would be below the ground or 
high above the ground. 
 

 

Unit 15: Writing Extension 

Tell students to imagine that they are creating a time capsule, a container with things from today that is 
closed and saved for 100 years. Explain that in the time capsule, they will include some predictions 
about the future. Ask them to choose one or more topics related to how people live, such as food, 
clothing, communication, transportation, education, and family life, and write some sentences 
explaining how people live now and how they predict people will live in the future. 
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Unit 16: VIRUSES 
Reading Texts 

 
Reading 1 

A virus is a tiny particle that can cause 
diseases in plants, animals and humans. 
Viruses are very small and can only be seen 
through a microscope. A single drop of 
seawater may contain over 10 million 
viruses. 

Some scientists do not consider viruses to be 
living things because viruses are not made of 
cells. In living organisms, cells can 
reproduce by themselves to make more cells. 
In contrast, viruses cannot reproduce by 
themselves. They can only reproduce when 
they are attached to cells of a living thing. 
For this reason, viruses have been described 
as existing “at the edge of life.”   

Reading 2 

Scientists believe that millions of different 
viruses exist in the world today. Viruses 
have many shapes and sizes. They can be 
found almost everywhere on Earth, from the 
tropics to Antarctica. In fact, there are more 
viruses in the world than any other 
biological form. 

When a virus attacks (or “infects”) the cell 
of a living organism, it usually harms the 
organism. For example, the common cold is 
an illness that is caused by a virus. Some 
viruses develop into serious illnesses, such 
as HIV/AIDS. Most viruses only affect a 
particular plant or animal. They are harmless 
to other forms of life.  

 

Reading 3 

Viruses spread in many ways. Some human 
viruses, such as influenza, are spread 
through the air when infected people cough 
and sneeze. Viruses can also be spread when 
a person touches an infected object, such as 
a door knob, and then touches his or her 
face. People can prevent the spread of 
viruses by washing their hands frequently 
and covering their noses and mouths when 
they sneeze or cough.  

When a virus attacks an animal (including 
humans), the animal's body automatically 
tries to kill the virus. The system that 
protects the animal's body from diseases is 
called the “immune system.” When the 
immune system fights a virus, it creates 
antibodies, which stay in the body and help 
fight off future infections.  
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Reading 4 

Scientists develop special medicines, called 
vaccines, to prevent people from getting sick 
from viruses. Doctors vaccinate people by 
inserting a small amount of virus into their 
bodies so that they can build antibodies 
against the virus. This can prevent people 
from getting the illness caused by the virus. 
For example, many people get a flu shot 
each year to avoid getting the flu 
(influenza). 

 

 

Some diseases have been reduced or 
completely eliminated through vaccines. 
Many children are now vaccinated against 
the diseases of polio, measles, and mumps. 
As a result, fewer children get these 
childhood diseases. The deadly disease of 
smallpox has been completely eliminated 
through vaccination programs.  
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EXERCISES 
 
Getting Started 

 
How does the flu vaccine work? Write the sentences into the boxes. 

a) The antibodies stay in the body and fight future flu inflections. 
b) The flu virus infects a cell in the body. 
c) The person’s immune system creates antibodies to fight the virus. 
d) The antibodies kill the flu virus from the vaccine. 
e) The flu virus reproduces itself and attacks other cells. 

 
  

Comprehension Check 1 
 

True or False? If the sentence is false, rewrite the sentence as a true sentence. 

1. A virus is a living organism that causes diseases.  True   False 
 ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Viruses can only be seen through a microscope.  True   False 
 ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Viruses are made of cells that can reproduce by themselves.  True   False 
 ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. There are more viruses in the world than any other biological form.  True   False 
 ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Viruses only cause minor illnesses, not serious ones.  True   False 
 ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Most viruses can attack several different forms of life.  True   False 
 ___________________________________________________________________________________  

A doctor inserts 
a small amount 
of flu virus into 
a person's body.
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Vocabulary Practice 1 

Fill in the blank with the correct word. 
 

1. Viruses are very small and can only be seen through a 
microscope. 

a. particle 

2. A virus is a tiny ____________ that can cause 
diseases in plants, animals and humans. 

b. edge 

3. In living ___________, cells can reproduce by 
themselves to make more cells. 

c. biological 

4. Scientists have described viruses as existing “at the 
___________ of life.” 

d. develop 

5. There are more viruses in the world than any other 
_______________ form. 

e. infects 

6. When a virus ____________ the cell of a living 
organism, it usually harms the organism. 

f. microscope 

7. Some viruses ___________ into serious illnesses, 
such as HIV/AIDS.  

g. organisms 

8. A single drop of seawater may contain over 10 
million ___________. 

h. reproduce 

9. Viruses cannot ___________ by themselves. 
i. viruses 
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a. a particular plant or 
animal. 

b. almost everywhere on 
Earth. 

c. and can only be seen 
through a microscope.  

d. cannot reproduce by 
themselves. 

e. many shapes and sizes. 
f. may contain over 10 

million viruses. 
g. than any other biological 

form. 
h. that can cause diseases in 

plants, animals and 
humans. 

i. that is caused by a virus. 
j. to make more cells. 
k. to other forms of life. 

Language Focus 1 

Connect the two parts of each sentence. 
 

1.  A virus is a tiny particle _h__    
2.  Viruses are very small _____ 

3.  A single drop of seawater _____ 

4.  Cells can reproduce by themselves _____ 

5.  In contrast, viruses _____ 

6.  Viruses have   _____ 

7.  They can be found _____ 

8.  There are more viruses in the world _____ 

9.  The common cold is an illness _____ 

10. Most viruses only affect _____ 

11. They are harmless _____ 
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Comprehension Check 2 
 

Write one or more sentences to answer each question. 

1. How do viruses spread? 

 _______________________________________________________________ 

2. What can people do to prevent the spread of viruses? 

 _______________________________________________________________ 

3. What system in a person’s body protects against diseases? What does it do? 

 _______________________________________________________________ 

4. Why do doctors vaccinate people? 

______________________________________________________________ 

5. How do people avoid getting influenza? 

_______________________________________________________________ 

6. What diseases have vaccines helped to reduce or eliminate? 

_______________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Practice 2 
 

Which definition matches the meaning of the highlighted word in the sentence? 

1. Some scientists do not consider viruses to be living things because viruses are not made of cells. 
In this context, cell means: 

a. a room for one or more prisoners 
b. the smallest unit of living matter that can exist on its own 
c. a device for producing an electric current 
 

2. For example, the common cold is an illness that is caused by a virus. 
In this context, common means: 

a. ordinary; not unusual or special 
b. shared by two or more people 
c. not having power, wealth or high status 

 
3. Some viruses develop into serious illnesses, such as HIV/AIDS. 

In this context, serious means: 

a. thoughtful or quiet in appearance or manner 
b. not silly or joking 
c. having an important or dangerous possible result 

 
4. Most viruses only affect a particular plant or animal. They are harmless to other forms of life. 

In this context, form means: 

a. a type or variety of something 
b. the shape of somebody or something 
c. a document with blank spaces for filling in information 
 

5. Some human viruses, such as influenza, are spread through the air when infected people cough and 
sneeze. 

In this context, spread means: 

a. to put a layer of a something on top of something else 
b. to open, arrange, or place something over a large area 
c. to affect more and more people 
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Language Focus 2 

Fill in the missing words. Two phrases will not be used. 
 

a. fewer children f. vaccination programs 
b. getting the flu g. flu shots 
c. with a virus h. against the diseases 
d. a small amount of virus i. caused by the virus 
e. or completely eliminated j. develop vaccines 

 
Scientists develop vaccines  to prevent people from becoming ill from viruses. Doctors vaccinate 

people by inserting (1) _________________ into their bodies so that they can build antibodies against 

the virus. Vaccinations can prevent people from getting the illness (2) ______________________. For 

example, many people avoid (3) ____________________________ by getting a flu shot each year. 

Some diseases have been reduced (4) ______________________ through vaccines. Many children are 

now vaccinated (5) ______________________of polio, measles, and mumps. As a result, 

(6)______________________________ get these childhood diseases. Smallpox has been completely 

eliminated through (7) _______________________.    
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CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES 
 
 
 Unit 16: Warm Up 

Have students work in pairs and discuss their experiences with common colds, sore throats, etc. Ask 
questions like the following: 

 How often do you get colds? 
 How long do they usually last? 
 What are some of the symptoms? 
 What kind of medicine or other treatments do you use when you get a cold? 
 What do you do to prevent getting colds or other minor illnesses? 

Afterward, ask some individuals to share their ideas with the class. 

Unit 16: Main Activity 1 – Mini-Presentation 

Note to Teacher: The ability to present information orally is an essential academic skill. Students practice 
paraphrasing or summarizing the information in the readings and presenting this information to the class. 
Encourage students to use their own words and not rely on the sentences from the readings.  

Show the graphic organizer. 

 

Give students a few minutes to think of some questions they can ask the class about viruses. For 
example, they might ask: What are viruses? How do they reproduce?  What are antibodies?  Why do 
people get flu shots? 

Ask for volunteers to come to the front of the class and present their questions. Encourage them to use 
the graphic organizer as a visual aid, and to facilitate discussion of the questions they ask. Encourage 
students to answer the questions in complete sentences, and offer key words or rephrase questions to 
assist struggling students. Maintain the aural/oral focus of this exercise by not writing on the board. 
After 2 or 3 responses, ask a new volunteer to present questions to the class. Repeat the process until 5 
students have presented.   

Viruses

what      
they are

how they 
spread

how the body 
fights them

how they are 
prevented
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Unit 16: Main Activity 2 – Content Review Game 

Note to Teacher: Students can develop study skills by using game-like strategies to review essential content. 
Explain that this game is a good exercise for reviewing specific details and facts. 

Before class, copy the phrase from each of the boxes below onto a separate piece of paper or index 
card. Depending on the level of class, you can choose the basic 4X4 or more difficult 7X4 version of 
this game. 

4X4 GAME 

Viruses are tiny 
particles 

that cause diseases. A drop of seawater may contain 10 million 
viruses. 

Viruses can only 
reproduce 

when attached to 
living cells. 

Viruses can be many 
different 

shapes and sizes. 

When viruses infect a 
cell, 

they harm the 
organism. 

Viruses can cause 
serious illnesses 

like HIV/AIDS. 

The immune system creates antibodies to 
fight infections. 

Vaccines  introduce a small 
amount of virus into the 
body. 

 

7X4 GAME 

Viruses are tiny 
particles 

that cause diseases. A drop of seawater may contain 10 million 
viruses. 

Viruses can only 
reproduce 

when attached to 
living cells. 

Viruses are found on 
Earth 

from the tropics to 
Antarctica. 

More of viruses exist than any other 
biological form. 

Viruses can be many 
different 

shapes and sizes. 

When viruses infect a 
cell, 

they harm the 
organism. 

Viruses can cause 
serious illnesses 

like HIV/AIDS. 

Viruses only affect a particular plant or 
animal. 

Viruses can be 
spread through the 
air  

when someone sneezes. 

The immune system creates antibodies to 
fight infections. 

Vaccines  insert a small amount of 
virus into the body. 

Vaccinations 
eliminated 

smallpox. Vaccines have 
reduced 

polio, measles and 
mumps. 
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Mix up the papers, then write a number from 1-16 (or 1-28 for the more difficult version) on the back 
of each sheet of paper. On the board or on a table, create a grid by placing the pieces of paper in 
numerical order, with the phrases facing down.  

Tell students that the papers have pairs of phrases that can be combined to make sentences about 
viruses. Have students alternate choosing two numbers and trying to find matches. After a student 
chooses the numbers, turn over the two sheets of paper and check whether the phrases go together to 
create a logical and correct sentence. If they do, remove the papers from the board and give them to the 
student. If they do not, turn the papers back over so that only the numbers are showing. Have students 
continue guessing numbers until they have formed all of the sentences. 

After students have matched all of the phrases, ask them to read the completed sentences aloud to the 
class. 

Unit 16: Writing Extension 

Hand out copies of this short reading passage, taken from Unit 16 of English for Success: 

 
The basic unit of life is the cell. The forms of life that you see around you each day are made 
of billions of cells. Other forms of life, like bacteria, are made up of only one cell. The cell is the 
smallest structure that can live. It can carry out the processes needed to maintain life. Cells 
grow and develop, reproduce, and respond to the environment.  
 
Some cells contain a nucleus, which contains genetic material. Cells that contain a nucleus 
are the basis for all multi-cell organisms. Some cells have no nucleus. Cells without a nucleus 
are small and simple, such as bacteria. Though bacteria have a simple, single-cell structure, 
they are very important. Bacteria are around us in our environment, and inside us. Some 
bacteria are beneficial and can help us digest our food. Other bacteria are harmful and can 
cause disease.  
 

Have students write a paragraph comparing bacteria and viruses. Their writing should answer these 
questions: 

 In what ways are bacteria and viruses similar? 
 How are they different? 
 What are their effects on humans and other forms of life? 
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Unit 17: MARGARET THATCHER 
Reading Texts 

 
Reading 1 

Margaret Thatcher was the first woman 
Prime Minister of the United Kingdom. She 
served from 1979 to 1990, longer than any 
other Prime Minister in the twentieth 
century.  

Margaret Thatcher was born in a small town 
in England in 1925. As a child, she helped 
her parents in their grocery shop. From 1943 
to 1947, she studied chemistry at Oxford 
University. After graduating, Margaret 
worked as a chemist, but she was more 
interested in politics. 

In 1949, at the age of 24, Margaret became a 
political candidate. Although she lost her 
first two elections, many British people were 
impressed by her strong speaking skills. In 
December 1951, Margaret married Denis 
Thatcher, a businessman. They had twins in 
August 1953.  

Reading 2 

Mrs. Thatcher was elected as a Member of 
Parliament in 1959. In 1975, she became the 
leader of the Conservative political party, 
and in May 1979, Mrs. Thatcher became 
Prime Minister of the United Kingdom. 

As Prime Minister, Mrs. Thatcher promised 
to make the British economy stronger. She 
wanted to weaken the power of British trade 
unions, which fought for higher pay and 
better working conditions for workers. She 
also cut government money for health care, 

education, and housing. As the child of 
small business owners, Mrs. Thatcher 
believed that people should rely on 
themselves, not depend on help from the 
government. Although some of her ideas 
were unpopular, the British economy 
became stronger during her first term as 
Prime Minister.   

Reading 3 

Mrs. Thatcher became more popular because 
of her strong action during the Falklands 
War. On April 2, 1982, Argentina attacked 
the Falkland Islands, which were controlled 
by the British. Mrs. Thatcher directed the 
military to recapture the islands. Argentina 
surrendered on June 14. 

The British people were excited by Mrs. 
Thatcher’s strong leadership, and in 1983, 
she was re-elected. During her second term 
as Prime Minister, she continued to fight 
trade unions. In 1984, British coal miners 
decided to go on strike and not work until 
the government listened to them. Mrs. 
Thatcher refused to talk to the miners, and 
there were violent protests in the streets. 
However, after one year, Mrs. Thatcher's 
policies forced the miners back to work.  
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Reading 4 

In 1987, Mrs. Thatcher began her third term 
as Prime Minister. During her third term, she 
became less popular with the British people. 
She also lost the support of members of her 
own Party who did not agree with her ideas. 
For example, she did not want the UK to 
join the European Community (the EC). In 
addition, she created a very unpopular tax to 
pay for local government. In 1990, she was 
forced to resign from her position.  

 

 

During her 11 years as Prime Minister, Mrs. 
Thatcher helped the British economy by 
supporting small businesses and by 
controlling economic problems. However, 
many people believe that her policies helped 
the rich and hurt the poor. Margaret 
Thatcher died in 2013. She is remembered 
as “The Iron Lady” because of her strong 
character.  
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EXERCISES 
 
Getting Started 
 
Label the timeline below with these events from Margaret Thatcher's career: 
 

a) became leader of the Conservative Party 

b) became Prime Minister 

c) born in England 

d) elected to Parliament 

e) first became a political candidate 

f) forced to resign 

g) re-elected after Falklands War 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

c ____________ ____________ ____________ ____________ ____________ ____________

Margaret Thatcher’s Career 

1949 1990 1959 1975 1979 1983 1925 
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Comprehension Check 1 
 

True or False? Read each statement and decide if it is true or false. Circle your answer. Write a 
complete sentence to explain your answer. 
 

1. Margaret Thatcher served as Prime Minister for over ten years.                                                       
True     False 

  
Mrs. Thatcher served as Prime Minister of  the United Kingdom for 
11 years, from 1979 to 1990. 

  
2. Margaret Thatcher came from a wealthy family.                                                                      

True     False 
  
 ___________________________________________________________________________ 
  

3. Margaret Thatcher failed at chemistry so she decided to enter politics.                                       
True  False 

  
 ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

4. Most British people thought Margaret Thatcher was too shy to be a political candidate.        
True   False 

  
 ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

5. Margaret Thatcher was not interested in raising a family.                                                       
True   False 

  
 ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

6. Mrs. Thatcher became Prime Minister soon after she was elected to Parliament.                               
True   False 

  
 ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

7. Mrs. Thatcher was most concerned about poor people and workers.                                       
True   False 

  
 ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

8. Not everyone agreed with Mrs. Thatcher's policies during her first term in office.                       
True   False 

  
 ___________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Practice 1 

Match the words to make common English expressions.  
 
1. a political  a. union  

2. a member b. century  

3. a grocery c. Party  

4. health d. Minister  

5. Conservative e. Kingdom  

6. Oxford f. candidate a political candidate 

7. Prime g. shop  

8. twentieth h. of Parliament  

9. a trade i. care  

10. The United j. University  

 
 
2. Then write three sentences about Margaret Thatcher. Each sentence must use at least one 
phrase from the chart. 
 

1. _________________________________________________________ 

2. _________________________________________________________ 

3. _________________________________________________________ 
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Language Focus 1 
 
Unscramble the words to make a sentence about Margaret Thatcher.  
 

1. /1925 // born  // in  // Margaret  // Thatcher  //  was / 

  Margaret Thatcher was born in 1925. 
 

2.  / at // Chemistry // From 1943 // Oxford University //  she // studied // to 1947, / 

  ________________________________________________________________ 
 

3. / a political //  at the age  // became //  candidate  // In 1949, // Margaret //  of 24, / 

  ________________________________________________________________ 
 

4. / 1951, // a businessman //  December  //   Denis Thatcher, //   In  //  Margaret //   married  / 

  ________________________________________________________________ 
 

5.  / as // a Member // elected //  in  // 1959 // Mrs. // Thatcher  //  of Parliament // was  / 

  ________________________________________________________________ 
 

6. / became // Conservative // In  // 1975, // of the  //  political  // party // she  //  the  // leader / 

  ________________________________________________________________ 
 

7. / of  // British // She // the power //to  // trade // unions // wanted // weaken / 

  ________________________________________________________________ 
 

8. / believed // Mrs. // Thatcher //  on //  people //  rely //  should //  that //  themselves / 

  ________________________________________________________________ 
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Comprehension Check 2 
 
Circle the correct answers. 

1. Who attacked the Falkland Islands in 1982? 
a. Great Britain 
b. Argentina 
c. The European Community 

2. When did Mrs. Thatcher begin her second term as Prime Minister? 
a. 1982 
b. 1983 
c. 1987 

3. Which British trade union went on strike during Mrs. Thatcher's second term? 
a. the coal miners 
b. the British military 
c. the factory workers 

4. Which of these policies did Mrs. Thatcher support during her third term as Prime Minister? 
a. The UK joining the European Community 
b. A special tax to pay for local government 
c. Recapturing the Falkland Islands 

5. How long did Mrs. Thatcher serve as Prime Minister of the UK? 
a. 32 years 
b. 11 years 
c. from 1982 to 1987 

6. When did Margaret Thatcher die? 
a. 2013 
b. 2011 
c. 2009 
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Vocabulary Practice 2 

Complete this crossword puzzle. 

 

ACROSS 
1. a period of time that someone does a government job 
7. to leave a job 
8. to fight against a person or country 
9. a plan of action by a government or other groups 
10. an event in which people vote to choose someone for a position 
 

DOWN 
1. money that you have to pay to the government 
2. soldiers; the armed forces of a country 
3. a political organization that seeks to get its members elected to government positions 
4. not weak 
5. a person who seeks to be chosen to a job or position 
6. a country's system for producing and using money and goods 
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Language Focus 2 

Fill in the blanks, using the words in italics. 
 
On April 2, 1982, Argentina attacked  (attacked / was attacked) the Falkland Islands, which 

(1)___________ (controlled / were controlled) by the British. Mrs. Thatcher (2) ____________ 

(directed / was directed) the military to recapture the islands. Argentina (3) ________________ 

(surrendered / was surrendered) on June 14. The British people (4) ________________ (excited / were 

excited) by Mrs. Thatcher’s strong leadership, and in 1983, she (5) ____________ (re-elected / was re-

elected).  

 

In 1984, British coal miners (6) ____________ (decided / were decided) to go on strike and not work 

until the government (7) ____________ (listened / was listened) to them. Mrs. Thatcher 

(8)______________ (refused / was refused) to talk to the miners, and there were violent protests in the 

streets. However, after one year, Mrs. Thatcher's policies (9) _____________ (forced / was forced) the 

miners back to work. 
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CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES 
 

Unit 17: Warm Up 

Remind students that Margaret Thatcher was the first woman to serve as Prime Minister of the United 
Kingdom. Ask students how many women are in leadership positions in their countries. Have students 
work in pairs and discuss their ideas about women and leadership. Ask questions like the following: 

 What qualities make a good leader? 
 What women leaders are there in your country, now and in the past? 
 Do you think men and women lead differently? If so, in what ways? 

Afterward, ask some individuals to share their ideas with the class. 

Unit 17: Main Activity 1 – Dictation 

Note to Teacher:  Dictations require students to listen carefully to sentences based on the readings, and then 
work together to reconstruct the text. Speak the dictation sentences in phrasal units to help students become 
aware of how sentences are grouped into logical chunks. 

Give the following dictation. Read each sentence at least twice. 

1) As Prime Minister, Mrs. Thatcher promised to make the British economy stronger. 
2) She wanted to weaken the power of British trade unions. 
3) The trade unions fought for higher pay and better working conditions for workers. 
4) She also cut government money for health care, education, and housing. 
5) Mrs. Thatcher believed that people should not depend on help from the government. 

Have students work in groups to compare the sentences they wrote. Ask groups to agree on correct 
sentences. Then, for each sentence, ask students from two different groups to write the sentence on the 
board. Have the class compare the two versions of the sentence and discuss any differences.  

Ask follow-up questions like: Did the British people like Mrs. Thatcher’s policies? How did her 
policies affect the economy? Do you have trade unions in your country? Do workers sometimes go out 
on strike? 
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Unit 17: Main Activity 2 – Finding Evidence 

Note to Teacher: Skilled readers should be able to find evidence in texts to support their assertions or 
arguments. In these exercises, students read several sentences and decide if they are true or false. Then, they 
look for information in the text to support their answers.  

Give students copies of Readings 1-4. Write or project these sentences on the board: 

1. Mrs. Thatcher was more interested in working people than business owners. 

2. Mrs. Thatcher wanted Great Britain to be a powerful and independent nation. 

3. Mrs. Thatcher had a strong character. 

4. Mrs. Thatcher created policies that helped most British people.  

Have students work individually to decide for themselves if the sentences are true or false and to find 
evidence to support their position. Instruct them to underline the sentences in the text that help them 
answer the question, and to write the number of the sentence next to the underlined sentences. Then, 
have students share their answers with partners, pointing out where they found the evidence. 

Afterward, read the sentences and ask students to present evidence for why they think the sentence is 
true or false. Note:  It is OK if students have different opinions, but they must support their opinions 
with information from the text. 

 

Unit 17: Writing Extension  

What makes a good leader? Have students to write several paragraphs about how they think a leader 
should behave and what qualities they think a leader should have. Encourage them to include examples 
that illustrate their ideas. 
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Unit 18: THE UNITED NATIONS 
Reading Texts

 
Reading 1 

World War II was a deadly war that 
involved 30 countries. Over 50 million 
people were killed and many cities were 
destroyed. After the war ended in 1945, 
world leaders created the United Nations 
(the UN) to prevent another world war. The 
UN helps the nations of the world 
communicate and cooperate, and promotes 
world peace.  

When the UN Charter was signed in 1945, 
there were 51 member nations. As of 2013, 
193 member states belonged to the United 
Nations. The UN Headquarters is located on 
international territory within New York 
City. Every year, over one million visitors 
from around the world visit the UN 
Headquarters. 

Reading 2 

The primary goal of the United Nations is to 
promote peace and cooperation among 
nations. In addition, the UN protects human 
rights, such as each person’s right to have 
enough to eat, to express opinions, and to be 
treated fairly. The UN also helps countries 
with new democratic governments. It 
oversees elections to make sure they are free 
and fair.  

Countries ask for emergency assistance from 
the United Nations when they have natural 
disasters, such as floods or earthquakes. The 
UN helps move food and medicine to people  

 

who are affected by disasters, wars, or 
poverty. These relief efforts are part of the 
UN's goal of building a worldwide 
community. 

Reading 3 

The United Nations General Assembly is the 
main UN organization for discussion of 
international issues. At General Assembly 
meetings, each nation gets one vote. When 
the Assembly votes on an important 
question, such as a recommendation on 
peace and security, the statement must be 
approved by a two-thirds vote. A statement 
passed by the General Assembly is called a 
“resolution.” 

The UN Security Council is another 
important part of the United Nations. The 
UN Security Council has the power to send 
peacekeepers to help prevent fighting during 
regional conflicts. If necessary, it can also 
give approval for military action. UN 
Security Council members must always be 
present at UN Headquarters so that they can 
act quickly. 
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Reading 4 

There are 15 members of the Security 
Council, including five permanent members 
and ten non-permanent members. The five 
permanent members are the countries that 
won World War II: China, France, Russia, 
the United Kingdom, and the United States. 
The ten non-permanent members are 
selected from different regions of the world.  

 

 

They are elected by the UN General 
Assembly for two-year terms.  

A Security Council resolution needs seven 
or more votes to pass. However, any 
permanent member can veto a resolution. If 
a permanent member vetoes a resolution by 
voting against it, it is rejected, even if the 
other members approve it.   
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EXERCISES 
 
Getting Started 
 
Complete the chart using the information from the readings. 
 

a. 193 members 
b. China, France, Russia, the United 

Kingdom, and the United States 
c. elected by the UN General Assembly 
d. General Assembly 

e. non-permanent members 
f. permanent members 
g. Security Council 
h. United Nations 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

China, France, Russia, the United 
Kingdom, and the United States
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Comprehension Check 1 
 

Write one or more complete sentences to answer each question. 

1. Why did world leaders create the United Nations? 

 _______________________________________________________________ 

2. Where is the UN Headquarters located? 

 _______________________________________________________________ 

3. How much did the membership of the UN grow between 1945 and 2013? 

 _______________________________________________________________ 

4. What are some goals of the United Nations? 

 _______________________________________________________________ 

5. When does the UN provide emergency assistance? 

 _______________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Practice 1 

Complete this crossword puzzle, using words from Reading 1 and Reading 2. 

 

ACROSS 
3. The United Nations _________ the rights of individuals to be treated fairly. 
5. The UN is known for its _________ efforts during the aftermath of floods or earthquakes. 
7. One of the goals of the UN is to provide assistance to victims of natural _________. 
8. The headquarters of the UN are located on land that is not the _________ of any one nation. 
9. The UN now has 193 _________ nations. 
10. The UN considers that freedom to _________ opinions is a basic human right.  
 
DOWN 
1.  The UN was _________ to promote communication and cooperation among nations. 
2.  Many cities were _________ during World War II. 
4.  The basic goals and operations of the UN are described in the UN_________. 
6.  The UN Charter was _________ in San Francisco in 1945 by the 51 original members of the UN. 
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Language Focus 1 

Fill in the missing phrases. 
 

a. for emergency assistance f. worldwide community 
b. or poverty g. promote peace 
c. to express opinions h. food and medicine 
d. floods or earthquakes i. protects human rights 
e. with new democratic governments j. free and fair 

 

The primary goal of the United Nations is to promote peace and cooperation among nations. In 

addition, the UN (1) __________________________, such as each person’s right to have enough to 

eat, (2) ________________________, and to be treated fairly. The UN also helps countries 

(3)______________________________. It oversees elections to make sure they are 

(4)________________________.  

Countries ask (5) ___________________________ from the United Nations when they have natural 

disasters, such as (6) _________________________. The UN helps move (7) ___________________ 

to people who are affected by disasters, wars, (8) ______________________. These relief efforts are 

part of the UN's goal of building a (9) ______________________________. 
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Comprehension Check 2 

Choose the best answer. 

1. The __________ is the UN main forum for debate and discussion. 
a. UN Security Council 
b. United Nations 
c. UN General Assembly 

 
2. A UN recommendation on peace and security must be passed by ________. 

a. majority vote 
b. two-thirds vote 
c. seven or more votes 

 
3. The UN Security Council can ________ during regional conflicts. 

a. send peacekeepers or approve military action 
b. send soldiers and weapons 
c. take control of member state governments 

 
4. ________ can veto any Security Council resolution. 

a. Brazil 
b. France 
c. Japan 

 
5. The ten non-permanent members of the UN Security Council are chosen from _________. 

a. the countries that won World War II 
b. different regions of the world 
c. the largest countries in the world 
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Vocabulary Practice 2 

Fill in the blanks with the correct form of words in Column 2. 
 

1. The United Nations General Assembly is the main 
UN organization for discussion of international 
issues.   

a. approve 

2. The UN General Assembly makes 
_______________ on peace and security. 

b. issue 

3. A statement passed by the UN General Assembly 

is called a “________________.” 

c. region 

4. The UN Security Council can send peacekeepers 
to help prevent fighting during ______________ 
conflicts.  

d. present 

5. If necessary, the Security Council can give 
______________ for military action. 

e. recommend 

6. Security Council members must always be 
_____________ at UN Headquarters. 

f. resolve 

 
 
 
Language Focus 2 

Fill in the blanks with the correct form of the verb in parentheses. 
 

1. When the Assembly votes  (vote) on an important question, the statement _______________ 

(must approve) by a two-thirds vote.  

2. A statement ____________ (pass) by the General Assembly _______________ (call) a 

resolution. 

3. The ten non-permanent members of the UN Security Council _________________ (select) 

from different regions of the world.  

4. They ____________ (elect) by the UN General Assembly for two-year terms.  

5. If a permanent member vetoes a resolution by voting against it, it _________________ (reject), 

even if the other members ____________ (approve) it.   
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CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES 
 

Unit 18: Warm Up 

Have students work in pairs and discuss their knowledge about the United Nations, its history and its 
current activities. Ask questions like the following: 

 Why was the United Nations created? 
 What does the United Nations do to try to prevent war? 
 What is the United Nations doing in the world today? 

Afterward, ask some individuals to share their ideas with the class. 

Unit 18: Main Activity 1 – Dictation 

Note to Teacher:  Dictations require students to listen carefully to sentences based on the readings, and then 
work together to reconstruct the text. Speak the dictation sentences in phrasal units to help students become 
aware of how sentences are grouped into logical chunks. 

Dictate these sentences to the class at least twice. 

1) In 1945, the United Nations was created in order to prevent another world war. 
2) As of 2013, 193 member states belonged to the United Nations. 
3) The primary goal of the UN is to promote peace and cooperation among nations. 
4) The UN also acts to protect human rights and to assist countries in establishing new 

democratic governments. 
5) The UN is active in providing emergency assistance to countries where there have been natural 

disasters. 

Have students work in groups to compare the sentences they wrote. Ask groups to agree on correct 
sentences. Then, for each sentence, ask students from two different groups to write the sentence on the 
board. Have the class compare the two versions of the sentence and discuss any differences.  
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Unit 18: Main Activity 2 – Content Review Game 

Draw a chart like the one below on the board.  

Facts about the 
United Nations 

United Nations’ 
Activities 

United Nations’ 
Decision-Making 

100 points 100 points 100 points 

200 points 200 points 200 points 

300 points 300 points 300 points 

400 points 400 points 400 points 

500 points 500 points 500 points 

 

Tell students they will play a game to review the information they learned in the unit. Do not allow 
students to look at the text. Tell students that there are five questions for each topic. Each question is 
worth 100 to 500 points. Explain that students or teams of students will take turns choosing a topic and 
a point value, and then you will read a sentence with a clue. Tell students they must respond with the 
correct answer to get the points. (The correct answers are included in the chart below for your 
reference.) 
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Value/Topic Facts about the UN UN Activities UN Decision-Making 

100 point This is the war that 
inspired the creation of 
the UN. (World War II) 

 

This is the main goal of 
the UN. (promote world 
peace) or (promote 
cooperation among 
nations) 

This is the main UN 
organization for 
discussion of issues. 
(General Assembly) 

200 points This is the city in 
which the international 
territory of the UN 
headquarters is located. 
(New York City) 

The UN oversees free 
and fair elections in what 
kind of government? 
(democratic) 

This part of the UN has 
the power to send 
peacekeepers to prevent 
fighting. (Security 
Council) 

300 points This is the year the UN 
was created. (1945) 

These are what the UN 
protects to make sure 
people are treated fairly. 
(human rights) 

This in the number of 
non-permanent members 
of the UN Security 
Council. (10) 

400 points This is the original 
number of UN member 
states. (51) 

This is something the UN 
can do to stop regional 
conflicts. (approve 
military action; send 
peacekeepers) 

This is what a UN 
recommendation on peace 
and security is called. (UN 
resolution) 

500 points This is the name of the 
document that was 
signed to create the 
UN. (UN Charter) 

Moving food and 
medicine to people in 
need is an example of 
this. (UN relief efforts) 

These are the permanent 
members of the UN 
Security Council.  (China, 
France, Russia, United 
Kingdom, United States) 

 

Choose a student or team of students to begin the game. Ask the student to choose a topic and a point 
value. Then read the corresponding clue from the chart. For example, if the student chooses UN 
Decision-Making for 200 points, you should read: This part of the UN has the power to send 
peacekeepers to prevent fighting. If the students correctly answers “Security Council,” award the 
student 200 points, and have the next student choose a topic and point value. If the student responds 
with the incorrect answer, ask the next student to try to answer correctly. Continue to ask students until 
someone gives the correct answer and scores the points. After all the items have been read, the person 
with the most points wins the game. 
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Unit 18: Writing Extension  

Tell students to think about their country and its place in the world. Instruct them to write a paragraph 
or two about how they think their country should interact with other countries. Tell students to include 
answers to some of these questions: 

 Is your country part of a larger community of nations? Do you think it should be? 
 How can being part of a group of nations help a country? 
 How can joining a community of nations cause problems for a country?  
 How do people in your country feel about the United Nations? 
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Unit 19: MONEY 
Reading Texts 

 
Reading 1 

Since ancient times, people have traded with 
others to obtain the things they need and 
want. A barter system provides one way for 
people to exchange goods and services. 
When two people barter, each person trades 
a valuable thing or service for something 
that the other person can provide. For 
example, a person could trade a quantity of 
grain for a set of tools. Or, a person could 
construct a fence for a neighbor, who could 
mend the person’s clothing in exchange.  

In a barter system, each person must have 
the goods or skills that another person 
requires. Barterers also need to agree that 
the goods or services that they exchange 
have equal value. A barter system is limited, 
because each trader has to find someone 
who 1) has what the trader needs and 2) 
needs what the trader has to offer. 

Reading 2 

The introduction of money makes 
exchanging goods and services easier. 
Money can be any object that people will 
accept as valuable and worth exchanging. As 
early as 9000 BCE, people used grain or 
cattle as a form of money. Small, attractive 
objects—such as shells or beads—were also 
used as money. When a society accepted 
particular things as money, people could 
exchange goods with more flexibility. 

 

Precious metals, such as gold and silver, 
were among the earliest forms of money. 
Gold and silver were rare and could be used 
to make beautiful jewelry. These metals 
were convenient to use as money because 
they could be carried easily (they were 
portable) and they lasted a long time (they 
were durable). For these reasons, people 
accepted gold and silver in exchange for 
goods and services. 

Reading 3 

 Around 2500 years ago, societies began to 
shape gold, silver, and bronze into coins 
with standardized weights and sizes. This 
way, each coin of the same weight and size 
would be of equal value. Civilizations in 
India, China, and Greece all began to make 
coins out of precious metals. The coins were 
marked with symbols or words to prove that 
they were made by the government. Each 
city or ruler displayed their own distinct 
symbols on their coins.  

The value of early coins was dependent 
upon the amount of metal they contained, as 
measured by weight. Over time, people 
began to recognize certain coins as having a 
specific value, regardless of their weight. As 
a result, governments could reduce the 
amount of precious metal in their coins. 
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Reading 4 

Today's system of money includes both 
metal coins and paper money (also known as 
banknotes). Coins are used for smaller 
amounts of money, and paper money is used 
for larger amounts. Paper money was first 
used in China about 1000 years ago. The 
famous European trader, Marco Polo, 
observed the use of paper money in China. 
He wrote: “All these pieces of paper are 
issued as if they were pure gold or silver.” 

 

European traders first used paper 
documents, called “promissory notes,” 
which could later be exchanged for gold or 
silver coins. Over time, governments began 
to print paper notes as money. Now, the 
value of paper money is determined by the 
economic forces of supply and demand. 
Today, paper money cannot be directly 
exchanged for gold or silver.  
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EXERCISES 
 
Getting Started 
 

Complete the chart. 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

a) Civilizations began to make coins with standard weights and sizes. 

b) Governments began to issue paper money. 

c) Large amounts of metal coins were heavy to carry. 

d) People did not know how much a piece of gold was worth. 

e) People used grain or cattle as form of money. 

f) Some people did not have the goods that other people wanted to barter for. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Problem Solution

_____________ People used grain or 
cattle as form of money.

People did not know how 
much a piece of gold was 

worth.
______________

_____________ ______________
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Comprehension Check 1 
 
Write one or more sentences to answer each question. 
 
1. What do people do when they barter? 

 
  _______________________________________________________________________ 
 

2. What can make it difficult to use a barter system? 
 

  _______________________________________________________________________ 
 

3. Would pieces of wood be useful as money? Why or why not? 
 
  ________________________________________________________________________ 
 

4. What were some of the earliest forms of money? 
 
  ________________________________________________________________________ 
 

5. Why did people accept gold and silver in exchange for goods and services? 
 
  ________________________________________________________________________ 
 

6. How does money help a society to function? 
 
  ________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Practice 1 

Complete this crossword puzzle. 

 
 
ACROSS 
 

3. cows or bulls that are kept for milk or meat 
6. things that people make to trade or sell 
8. not seen or found very often  
9. nice to look at 
10. an organized method for doing something 
 
 

DOWN 
 
1. to give something and receive something else 
2. very valuable 
4. to exchange one thing for another 
5. how much something is worth 
7. a job someone does for others 
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Language Focus 1 

Fill in the missing phrases. One phrase will not be used. 
 

a. as money g. in exchange for 
b. as early as h. exchanging 
c. as a form  i. could exchange 
d. as long as j. to use  
e. as valuable k. were also used 
f. such as l. could be used to 

 

Money makes exchanging goods and services easier. Money can be any object that people will 

accept (1) ______________ and worth exchanging.  (2) ______________ 9000 BCE, people used 

grain or cattle (3) ______________ of money. Small, attractive objects—such as shells or beads—

(4)______________ as money. When a society accepted particular things (5) _____________, people 

(6) _____________ goods more easily. 

Precious metals, (7) ____________ gold and silver, were among the earliest forms of money. Gold and 

silver were rare and (8) ______________ make beautiful jewelry. These metals were convenient 

(9)_______________ as money because they could be carried easily and they lasted a long time. For 

these reasons, people accepted gold and silver (10) _______________ goods and services. 
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Comprehension Check 2 

 
Rewrite the false sentences as true sentences. 
 

1. People did not use gold and silver as money before 2500 BCE.                                             
True   False 

 
 _______________________________________________________________ 
 

2. The value of an ancient coin depended on its size, its weight, and the material it was made of.  
True   False 

 
 _______________________________________________________________ 
 

3. All ancient coins were marked with the same symbols and words.                                             
True   False 

 
 _______________________________________________________________ 
 

4. In general, coins are used for greater amounts of money than paper notes.                             
True   False 

 
 _______________________________________________________________ 
 

5. A Chinese trader first observed the use of paper money in Europe.                                         
True   False 

 
  _______________________________________________________________ 
 

6. Today, you can exchange paper money for a fixed amount of gold or silver.                         
True   False 

 
 _______________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Practice 2 

Read each pair of sentences. Are the meanings the same or different? 

 Same or Different? 
1. A barter system provides one way for people to exchange goods and 

services. 

In a barter system, people exchange money for goods and services. 

Different 

2. In a barter system, each person must have the goods or skills that 
another person requires. 

When two people barter, both traders must have the same goods or 
skills. 

 

3. As early as 9000 BCE, people used grain or cattle as a form of money. 

In ancient times, people could buy grain or cattle with money. 

 

4. Precious metals, such as gold and silver, were among the earliest forms 
of money. 

The earliest forms of money included gold, silver, and other precious 
metals. 

 

5. Gold and silver were rare and could be used to make beautiful jewelry. 

Beautiful jewelry could be made from gold and silver, which were 
plentiful and easy to obtain. 

 

6. Gold, silver, and other precious metals were convenient to use as money 
because they could be carried easily and they lasted a long time.  

Precious metals, such as gold and silver, were useful as money because 
they were portable and durable. 

 

7. Around 2500 years ago, societies began to shape gold, silver, and bronze 
into coins with standardized weights and sizes. 

Around 500 BCE, civilizations began to mold precious metals into coins 
with weights and sizes that determined their value. 

 

8. Each city displayed its own distinct symbols on its coins.  
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Symbols on the coins indicated which city produced the coins. 

9. The value of early coins was dependent upon the amount of metal they 
contained, as measured by weight. 

People could tell the value of early coins by their size. 

 

10. Over time, people began to recognize certain coins as having a specific 
value, regardless of their weight. 

After a while, the value of certain coins came to be recognized, without 
the need to weigh the coins. 

 

11. Paper money was first used in China about 1000 years ago. 

The first people to use paper money were the Chinese. Paper money has 
been used in China since 1000 BCE. 

 

12. Today, banknotes cannot be directly exchanged for gold or silver.  

You can take paper money to a bank today and you will be given gold 
and silver in exchange. 
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Language Focus 2  

Fill in the missing words. Two words will not be used. 
 

a. amount g. symbols 
b. valuable h. coin 
c. marked i. societies 
d. bronze j. exchanged 
e. reduce k. specific 
f. weight l. prove 

 

Around 2500 years ago, societies began to shape gold, silver, and (1) _____________ into coins with 

standard weights and sizes. This way, each (2) _____________ of the same weight and size would 

have the same value. Civilizations in India, China, and Greece all began to make coins out of (3) 

_____________ metals. The coins were (4) _____________ with symbols or words to 

(5)_____________ that they were made by the government. Each city or ruler used its own 

(6)_____________ for the money it created. 

The value of early coins depended on the (7) _____________ of metal in them, as measured by weight. 

Over time, people began to accept coins as having a (8) _____________ value, regardless of their 

weight. Because of this, governments could (9) _____________the amount of precious metal in their 

coins. 
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CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES 
 

Unit 19: Warm Up  

Ask students to discuss how people exchange goods and services today. Ask these questions: 

 How do you pay for the things you buy?  
 How often do you use cash? 
 What types of paper money and coins are used in your country?  
 Do you use credit cards or checks?   
 What systems are there to make it more convenient to pay for things? 

Give pairs several minutes to discuss the questions. Then, ask some students to share something they 
discussed during their conversations.  

Unit 19: Main Activity 1 – Mini-Presentation 

Note to Teacher: The ability to present information orally is an essential academic skill. Students practice 
paraphrasing or summarizing the information in the readings and presenting this information to the class. 
Encourage students to use their own words and not rely on the sentences from the readings.  

Show the graphic organizer and pictures. Tell students that the categories surrounding the main idea 
are qualities of money. Explain that each of these qualities affect how money developed and how it is 
used today. 

 

Tell students they will present information about the forms of money they learned about in the unit. 
Give students a few minutes to think about the forms of money—such as grain or cattle, shells, beads, 
precious metals, coins, and paper notes—and the qualities of these forms of money. For example: 
Cattle were an early form of money. People valued cattle because they could use them for milk or 
meat. But it was not convenient to move cattle a long way to exchange them for other things. Or: Gold 
coins were a form of money that people valued because gold was rare. Coins were convenient to carry. 

Forms of 
Money

convenience

standard
official

value
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Civilizations made gold coins with standard weights, and marked them with symbols to make them 
official. 

Ask for volunteers to come to the front of the class and present the information. Encourage them to use 
the graphic organizer as a visual aid. Then, have the other students to ask questions about the 
information that has been presented. For example, they might ask: What did people pay for with cattle? 
Why did governments put symbols on coins?  

Unit 19: Main Activity 2 – Putting Sentences in Order 

Note to Teacher: Learning organizational strategies and cohesive elements—like transitions and repeated 
words—will help students to understand more complex texts. It will also help them write more clearly. This 
activity gives students a chance to analyze in a simple way how sentences are logically linked together in a 
paragraph. 

Before class, copy and cut apart the Sentence Strips. Have students rearrange the strips in a logical 
order to recreate the explanation from the reading. Circulate and ask questions about why students 
chose the order that they did. 

Then, hand out one strip to each of seven students, and ask them to come to the front of the room. 
Have volunteers from the class organize the students in the correct order. Have the students holding the 
strips read them aloud to the class. 

Sentence Strips for Main Activity 2 

These documents could later be exchanged for gold or silver coins. 

Paper money was first used in China about 1000 years ago. 

Today, therefore, paper money cannot be directly exchanged for gold 
or silver.  

European traders began to use paper documents, called “promissory 
notes.” 

Over time, governments began to print paper notes as money.  

Today's system of money includes both metal coins and paper money.  

Now, the value of paper money is determined by the economic forces 
of supply and demand.  
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Unit 19: Writing Extension  

Ask students to read this passage from Unit 19 of English for Success. 

In an economy, the availability of credit is important. Credit allows people to buy things even if they 
don't have money when they make the purchase. Instead of paying with money, the buyer makes a 
promise to pay with money at a later date. A credit card, for example, allows people to buy goods 
or services in return for future payments.  

Instruct students to write some sentences about their opinions about using credit. Ask them to include 
the answers to some of these questions: 

 Do you use a credit card? What do you use it to buy? 
 What are some advantages of buying things on credit?  
 What are some disadvantages? 
 Can you give any examples of how using credit has helped or hurt you or someone you know?  
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Unit 20: NATURE VS. NURTURE 
Reading Texts 

 
Reading 1 

One aspect of the field of psychology is the 
study of human personality. Human 
personalities can differ greatly. For example, 
some people are sociable and enjoy 
spending time with groups of people. In 
contrast, other people are shy and prefer to 
spend time alone or with one other person.  

In their research, some psychologists study 
the natural behavior of babies and young 
children and try to determine whether people 
are born with certain personalities. They also 
examine how people's personalities develop 
over time because of their environment and 
experiences. In 1874, scientist Francis 
Galton first used the words “nature” and 
“nurture” to describe these two explanations 
for how personality develops. Psychologists 
today still debate which has the greatest 
influence on people's personalities: nature or 
nurture. 

Reading 2 

Nature refers to the innate abilities and 
preferences that a person is born with. For 
example, a child might be afraid of noise 
and crowds from the time he or she is born. 
This fearful attitude might affect the child's 
behavior in social situations. An 
exceptionally curious baby might grow into 
an exceptionally curious adult.  

 

 

Nurture focuses on the ways that children's 
family environment affects their 
personalities. For example, a child with 
many brothers and sisters may learn to share 
toys and be more cooperative. A child 
whose parents are frequently away from 
home may become independent. Behavioral 
psychologists, like B.F. Skinner, believe that 
they can shape the personality of any child 
by controlling the environment, regardless 
of natural tendencies. 

Reading 3 

Today, most psychologists believe that both 
nature and nurture play a part in a child's 
development. Often nature and nurture are 
interconnected. For example, the children of 
wealthy, well-educated parents may be very 
successful in school. This could be due to 
the genes the children inherited from their 
parents. But it could also be the result of a 
home environment where parents have the 
knowledge and the motivation to help the 
children succeed.  

In another case, a child's natural behavior, 
such as being overactive, may result in the 
child being criticized or punished by parents 
or teachers. This treatment, which is part of 
the child's external experiences, might have 
a negative effect on the child's personality.  
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Reading 4 

To learn about the effects of nature and 
nurture, psychologists often study twins. 
Because they have the same biological 
parents, identical twins have the same 
genetic patterns—the same nature. Research 
has shown that twins often have similar 
personalities. This is true even when the 
twins are raised in different families. This 
research suggests that nature by itself 
significantly influences personality. 

 

 

Other research focuses on adopted children. 
Researchers study children with different 
genetic backgrounds who are raised in the 
same family. Although these children 
experience the same family environment, 
their adult personalities often do not have 
much in common. This research suggests 
that the family environment may not greatly 
influence a child's personality.  
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EXERCISES 
 
Getting Started 
 

Complete this diagram by writing the words in the correct area. 
 
a) adopted children 
b) external experiences 
c) family size 
d) genetic patterns 
e) home environment 

f) identical twins 
g) inherited abilities 
h) innate abilities 
i) natural tendencies 
j) punishment by teachers 

 
 

 
 
 
 
  

NATURE
innate abilities

NURTURE
home 

environment
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Comprehension Check 1 
 
Write one or more sentences to answer each question. 
 
1. What are some examples of personality differences? 

 
  ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

2. What do psychologists mean by nature? 
 
  ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

3. How do psychologists learn about human nature? 
 
  ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

4. What do psychologists mean by nurture? 
 
  ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

5. What types of things in the environment might affect a child’s personality? 
 
  ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

6. How do behavioral psychologists believe that personality is developed? 
 
  ___________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary Practice 1 

Find different forms of the following words in the text. Write them in the chart. 
 

Noun Adjective 
 

psychology 
 

psychological 
 

nature 

 
1. _____________________ 

 

cooperation 

 
2. _____________________ 

 

3. ___________________ 

 
able 

 
 

society 

 
4. _____________________ 

 

fear 

 
5. _____________________ 

 

Noun Verb 
 

6. __________________ 

 
to behave 

 
 

development 

 
7. ____________________ 

 

8. __________________ 

 
to tend 

 
 

9. __________________ 

 
to prefer 
 

 

10. __________________ 

 
to explain 
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Language Focus 1 

Fill in the missing words. Two words will not be used. 
 

a. born g. scientist 
b. nurture h. develop 
c. Psychologists  i. However 
d. environment j. natural 
e. determine  k. time 
f. explanations l. research 

 

In their research , some psychologists study the (1) _____________ behavior of babies and young 

children and try to (2) _____________ whether people are (3) ____________ with certain 

personalities. They also examine how people's personalities (4) _____________ over time because of 

their (5) ________________ and experiences. In 1874, (6) _____________ Francis Galton first used 

the words “nature” and “nurture” to describe these two (7) _______________ for how personality 

develops. (8) _____________ today still debate which has the greatest influence on people's 

personalities: nature or (9) _____________. 
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Comprehension Check 2 
 
Choose the correct answer. 

1. Most psychologists believe that ___________. 
a. nurture is more important than nature 
b. nature is more important than nurture 
c. nature and nurture are interconnected 

2. Punishment and praise are part of a child’s _______________. 
a. personality 
b. biological background 
c. external experiences 

3. Identical twins have the same ______________. 
a. family environment 
b. genetic patterns 
c. personality 

4. When twins are raised by different families, their personalities are ______________. 
a. often very similar 
b. are usually very different 
c. are identical 

5. Research on twins tends to show the effect of ________________ on personality. 
a. nature 
b. nurture 
c. families 

6. Psychologists believe that family environment has ___________ effect on the adult 
personalities of adopted children. 

a. a very significant 
b. a relatively small 
c. an unknown 
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Vocabulary Practice 2 

Find the word in the second column that has the same or similar meaning to the word in italics. 
Write the word next to the sentence. 

1. Researchers study children with different genetic backgrounds 
who are raised in the same family.   biological 

 

a) inborn 

2. “Nature” refers to the innate abilities and preferences that a 
person is born with.   __________________________ 

 

b) understanding 

3. For example, the children of wealthy, well-educated parents may 
be very successful in school.   __________________________ 

c) affect 

 

4. Today, most psychologists believe that both nature and nurture 
play a part in a child's development.   ____________________  

 

d) argue about 

5. This could be due to the genes the children inherited from their 
parents.   __________________________ 

 

e) because of 

6. But it could also be the result of a home environment where 
parents have the knowledge and the motivation to help the 
children succeed.  __________________________ 

 

f) biological 

7. Although these children experience the same family 
environment, their adult personalities often do not have much in 
common.   __________________________ 

 

g) outgoing 

8. Some people are sociable and enjoy spending time with groups 
of people.  __________________________ 

 

h) very 

9. Psychologists today still debate which has the greatest influence 
on people's personalities: nature or nurture.  
__________________________ 

 

i) the same 

10. An exceptionally curious baby might grow into an exceptionally 
curious adult.  __________________________ 

 

j) rich 
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Language Focus 2  

Fill in the missing phrases. Two phrases will not be used 
 

a. identical twins f. that twins often 
b. This research suggests g. nature or nurture 
c. even when  h. To learn about 
d. Although these children i. Because they have 
e. who are raised j. that nature by itself 

 

To learn about  the effects of nature and nurture, psychologists often study twins. 

(1)___________________________ the same biological parents, identical twins have the same genetic 

patterns—the same nature. Research has shown (2) ____________________ have similar 

personalities. This is true (3) ___________________________ the twins are raised in different 

families. This research suggests (4) ___________________________ significantly influences 

personality. 

Other research focuses on adopted children. Researchers study children with different genetic 

backgrounds (5) ___________________________ in the same family.  (6) _____________________ 

experience the same family environment, their adult personalities often do not have much in common.  

(7) ___________________________ that the family environment may not greatly influence a child's 

personality. 
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CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES 
 

Unit 20: Warm Up 

Show some pictures of children. Ask students how they would describe the children in the pictures. 
Here are some examples taken from www.morguefile.com: 
 

 
        
 
Tell students to think about their personalities and discuss them with a partner. Ask these kinds of 
questions: 
 What words would you use to describe your personality? 
 Which parts of your personality are the same as they were when you were very young?  
 What parts of your personality have changed? 
 Choose one aspect of your personality. What do you think has influenced it?  
 What aspects of your environment do you think have affected your personality? 

Have students briefly discuss their personalities in pairs. Afterward, ask some individuals to share 
something they discussed with the class. 
 
Unit 20: Main Activity 1 – Dictation 

Note to Teacher:  Dictations require students to listen carefully to sentences based on the readings, and then 
work together to reconstruct the text. Speak the dictation sentences in phrasal units to help students become 
aware of how sentences are grouped into logical chunks. 

Give the following dictation. Read each sentence at least twice. 

1. To learn about the effects of nature and nurture, psychologists often study twins.  
2. Because they have the same biological parents, identical twins have the same genetic patterns. 
3. Research has shown that twins often have similar personalities.  
4. This is true even when the twins are raised in different families.  
5. This research suggests that nature by itself significantly influences personality. 

Have students work in groups to compare the sentences they wrote. Ask groups to agree on correct 
sentences. Then, for each sentence, ask students from two different groups to write the sentence on the 
board. Have the class compare the two versions of the sentence and discuss any differences.  
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Ask follow-up questions like: Why do researchers study twins? What can they learn by studying twins 
raised in different families? Why? 

Unit 20: Main Activity 2 – Supporting an Opinion 

Note to Teacher: Skilled readers are able to interpret information and extrapolate from it to evaluate or create additional 
examples. To do this, they must understand the concepts in the reading, so that they can build upon the concepts using their 
own ideas. Students will practice this reading skill in this activity. 

Tell students they will read some sentences and decide if they illustrate the influence of nature or 
nurture, or a combination of them. Explain that they should use what they learned from the text to 
support their opinion. Give students a few minutes to evaluate the following sentences: 

1. A child practices the violin for two hours every day. 
2. A child begins to talk earlier than most other children. 
3. A child cannot read. 
4. A child lives in a large house and wears expensive clothes. 
5. A child has a beautiful hair. 
6. A child has difficulty sitting still. 
7. A child has three older sisters and no brothers. 
8. A child is a fast runner. 
9. A child lives in neighborhood where there is a lot of crime. 
10. A child's father reads stories to her every night. 

Have students take turns reading a sentence to the class, stating whether it represents nature or nurture, 
and why they think so. Afterward, encourage other students to agree with them or challenge them. 

Unit 20: Writing Extension 

Students will write about this topic: Which has been most important in shaping your personality:  
nature or nurture? 

Remind students about the discussion of personality they had during the Warm Up. Ask them to write 
a several paragraphs about their own personality, and explain how it has been influenced by nature and 
nurture. Encourage students to describe specific personality aspects and explain how they have been 
affected by nature and nurture. 

 
© 2014 DynEd International 225 August 2014 

 



Appendix A:  Using the Software 
 

 
© 2014 DynEd International 226 August 2014 

 

Appendix A:  Using the Software 
DynEd’s courseware has been designed for ease of use by students and teachers. Nevertheless, before students 
begin to study on their own, it is important to introduce the basic functions of the program and to give 
suggestions about how best to study. For additional information, please consult the User’s Guide. 
 
The DynEd Control Bar  
 
The Control Bar appears at the bottom of the screen 
in each lesson and allows students to:  
• Exit from a lesson 
• Pause the program  
• Record and playback their voices   
• Repeat sentences and questions  

Learners use the Control Bar to control the pace and 
focus of their learning experience. When students 
first use the program, encourage them to click the 
buttons and explore their functions. Here is a 
description of the function of each of the buttons: 
 

When you want to hear something again, 
click on the Repeat button. You can listen 
to each sentence or question as many 

times as you’d like. In the Reading for Success 
Reading lessons, you can also listen to a sentence 
again by clicking on the text 
 

Click on the Pause/Play button whenever 
you want to stop for a short time or if you 
need time to answer a question. When the 

Pause/Play button is flashing green, the program is 
paused and will not move on to the next 
sentence. Click the Pause/Play button again 
in order to continue. 

Whenever you click on any Control Bar button, the 
Pause/Play button will begin to flash and the 
program will pause until you click on the Play button 
again. 
 
 

The Voice Record button lets 
students to record themselves. 
Click it to start recording and 

again to stop the recording. Then click on the Voice 
Playback button to listen to the recording. Students 
can then compare their voices with the model by 
using the Repeat button. This important feature helps 
students improve their pronunciation, intonation, and 
fluency.  
 

 
 
Use the Exit button to leave a lesson at any 
time. You can then choose another lesson 
or quit the program completely. 
 
When it is your turn to make a choice or to 
speak, the Timer will begin to time down.  
 
Pull Down Menus 
The DynEd pull-down menus are at the top of your 
screen:  Options, Speech Recognition, and Help. 

Options 

Student Records 
The Student Records show the time spent in each 
lesson, the number of study sessions, the number of 
questions answered correctly, the Completion 
Percentage and the Shuffler Levels. Teachers can 
access the Student Records through the Records 
Manager. 

Levels 
Volume:  The Volume settings enable the user to 
control the volume of the audio, as well as for sound 
recorded using the Voice Record feature. 
 
Pause Length:  The language of the courseware is 
natural language spoken at a normal pace. Students 
can, however, adjust the amount of time between 
each sentence.  

Speech Recognition 
Help screens for Speech Recognition are available 
through the Speech Recognition pull-down menu at 
the top of the screen. Detailed instructions are also 
available in the Study Guides. 

Help 
The Help screens can be accessed through the Help 
pull-down menu at the top of the screen. 



Reading for Success ~ Answer Key 
 

Answer Key for Written Exercises 

Unit 1 
Getting Started 

 
Comprehension Check 1 
1. (a)  
2. (b)  
3. (a) 
4. (b) 
5. (a) 
 
Vocabulary Practice 1 
2. ratio 
3. separate 
4. fraction 
5. example 
 
Language Focus 1 
2. (b) teacher  
3. (h) class; (f) 10:15 
4. (c) fraction; (g) equal 
5. (d) ratio 
6. (e) three 
 
Comprehension Check 2 
1. (b)  
2. (a)  
3. (b) 
4. (a) 
5. (a) 
6. (a) 
7. (a) 
8. (b) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Vocabulary Practice 2 
2. (d) a pair of numbers 
3. (i) in other words 
4. (h) more males than females 
5. (e) the ratio of water to rice 
6. (f) to get older 
7. (c) to live longer 
8. (a) to make a comparison 
9. (b) to mix different ingredients 
 
Language Focus 2 
1. (e) mix 
2. (a) ingredient 
3. (g) correct 
4. (h) ratio 
5. (c) two 
6. (i) six 
7. (d) always 
 
Unit 2 
Getting Started 

 
Comprehension Check 1 
1. Ice is the solid state of water. 
2. Ice is lighter than water. 
3. When the temperature of water goes below 0 

degrees C., water freezes. 
4. Snowflakes and glaciers are two natural forms of 

ice. 
5. Icy roads are slippery. 
 
Vocabulary Practice 1 
2. (a) below  
3. (e) heavy 
4. (d) float 
5. (h) thin 
6. (b) bottom 
7. (f) safe 
8. (g) solid 
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Language Focus 1 
2. Most solid are heavier than their liquid form. 
3. Ice is different from most other solids. 
4. Solid ice is lighter than water. 
5. An ice cube floats in a glass of water. 
6. It does not sink to the bottom of the glass. 
 
Comprehension Check 2 
1. False: Floating icebergs in the ocean can be dangerous 

to humans. 
2. False: In 1912, the Titanic sank after it hit an iceberg. 
3. True  
4. False: In 2010, an iceberg that was about 97 square 

miles in size fell into the ocean. 
5. True  
6. False: If global temperatures continue to increase, 

there will be more icebergs in the ocean. 
 
Vocabulary Practice 2 
 
What is it? What is it like? How big is it? 
A glacier It forms on land massive 
An iceberg It floats in the 

ocean. 
huge 

A frozen lake It has a frozen 
surface with 
cold water 
underneath 

large 

An ice cube It floats in a 
glass. 

small 

A snowflake It falls from the 
sky. 

tiny 

 
Language Focus 2 
1. sank 
2. hit 
3. was 
4. died 
5. sank 
6. began 
7. became 
8. fell 
9. was 
 
Unit 3 
Getting Started 
 
San Francisco, 
USA 
1:00 pm 

Mexico City, 
Mexico 
3:00 pm 

London, 
England 
9:00 pm 

Rio de Janeiro, 
Brazil 
5:00 pm 

Cairo, Egypt 
10:00 pm 

Moscow, Russia 
midnight 

 
 
 

 
Comprehension Check 1 
1. False: In ancient times, people used the sun to tell 

the time. 
2. False: It is the middle of the day when the sun is 

directly overhead. 
3. True 
4. False: Every place in the world cannot use the same 

time. 
5. False: When the sun is setting in London, the sun is 

rising in Tokyo. 
6. False: In the early 1800s, towns in England set their 

clocks to the different times. 
 
Vocabulary Practice 1 
Across 
4.  ancient 
8.  possible 
Down 
1.  watches 
2.  tower 
3.  travel 
5.  trips 
6.  modern 
7.  easier 
 
Language Focus 1 
1. (f) directly overhead 
2. (c) were invented 
3. (g) on a clock tower 
4. (a) rises and sets 
5. (d) from one town to another 
6. (e) became a big problem 
7. (b) had its own time 
 
Comprehension Check 2 
1. (b) 
2. (b) 
3. (b) 
4. (c) 
5. (b) 
 
Vocabulary Practice 2 
2. (h) 
3. (a) 
4. (d) 
5. (f) 
6. (b) 
7. (c) 
8. (g) 
 
Language Focus 2 
1. (d) for example 
2. (f) such as 
3. (b) however 
4. (d) in contrast 
5. (a) because 
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Unit 4 
Getting Started 

 
 
Comprehension Check 1 
1. False: Weather and climate are not the same. 
2. False: Weather describes what is happening in the sky 

at a certain time. 
3. True 
4. True 
5. False: Areas with a temperate climate have four 

seasons.  (or)  Areas with a tropical climate have two 
seasons. 

6. False: Arid regions are usually deserts. 
 
Vocabulary Practice 1 

RAIN SNOW 
A raindrop 
A shower 
A hurricane 
A thunderstorm 
Lightning 
“It’s pouring” 

A snowflake 
A blizzard 
A snowstorm 

 
Language Focus 1 
1. (g) tropical 
2. (e) temperatures 
3. (k) climate 
4. (a) seasons 
5. (l) regions 
6. (h) dry 
7. (f) examples 
8. (d) polar 
9. (c) little 
 
Comprehension Check 2 
(Answers will vary) 
1. Weather forecasts include information about 

temperature, wind, and precipitation. 
2. A weather forecast can help us plan our day and know 

what to wear. It can also warn us about bad weather. 
3. Meteorologists use pictures from weather satellites 

and computers to forecast the weather. 
4. “Global climate change” describes climate changes 

over a short period of time. 

5. Negative effects of global warming include more 
violent storms, more droughts, and changing 
patterns of rain and snow. 

 
Vocabulary Practice 2 
2. (e) fossil fuels 
3. (a) a weather forecast 
4. (d) a violent storm 
5. (b) global warming 
6. (g) average temperature 
7. (f) a period of time 
 
Language Focus 2 
2. (c) are extremely important 
3. (a) pictures from weather satellites 
4. (b) in the Earth’s climate 
5. (f) unusually rapid changes 
6. (d) are changing the world climate 
 
Unit 5 
Getting Started 
 

-4 -2 0 2 4 
9 - 13= 3 - 5= 7 - 7= 9 - 7= 10 - 6= 

 
Comprehension Check 1 
(Answers will vary.) 
1. Negative numbers are numbers less than zero. 
2. The Chinese first used negative numbers over two 

thousand years ago. 
3. In business, we use negative numbers to show when 

a company loses money. 
4. You can write this business loss as -$15,000. 
5. Before 1800, European mathematicians believed that 

negative numbers had no meaning. 
 
Vocabulary Practice 1 
2. (k) negative 
3. (c) before 
4. (d) below 
5. (h) loses 
6. (e) income 
 
Language Focus 1 
2. – 13 
3. – 0.5 
4. 5 – 7 = – 2 
5. – 7 = 1 – 8 
6. – 7.5 
7. – 5 = – 13 + 7 
8. -37.25 
9. 13 – 20 = -7 
10. 12 + 20 – 7 = 25 
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Comprehension Check 2 
1. (a) 
2. (b) 
3. (a) 
4. (b) 
5. (b) 
6. (a) 
 
Vocabulary Practice 2 
Across 
2.  larger 
5.  zero 
6. subtract 
8. science 
Down 
1.  accept 
3. earns 
4. negative 
7. ago 
Language Focus 2 
1. (b) positive 
2. (c) numbers 
3. (e) all 
4. (g) larger 
5. (d) than 
6. (a) +1 
7. (j) – 3 
 
Unit 6 
Getting Started 
 

 
 
Comprehension Check 1 
(Answers will vary) 
1. Objects fall to earth because of the force of gravity. 
2. Galileo taught that objects of different weights will fall 

at the same speed. 
3. The two balls hit the ground at the same time. 
4. Air is composed of molecules. 
5. The force of these tiny collisions slows down the 

object. 
6. This force is called air resistance. 
 

Vocabulary Practice 1 
2. speed 
3. forces 
4. composed 
5. collisions 
6. resistance 
 
Language Focus 1 
1. (j) from the sky 
2. (h) drop your pencil 
3. (c) of different weights 
4. (e) the same speed 
5. (a) always true 
6. (g) drop a hammer and feather 
7. (b) hits the ground 
 
Comprehension Check 2 
1. (a) 
2. (c) 
3. (a) 
4. (c) 
5. (b) 
6. (b) 
 
Vocabulary Practice 2 
1. showed 
2. hit 
3. arrived 
4. did 
5. dropped 
6. hit 
7. predicted 
 
Language Focus 2 
1. C 
2. B 
3. C 
4. B 
 
Unit 7 
Getting Started 
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Comprehension Check 1 
(Answers will vary) 
1. People believed that the Earth was flat. 
2. People were afraid they could meet sea monsters. 
3. Early sailors sailed close to land. 
4. They looked for valuable materials and new lands.  
5. Sailors used the North Star to find their way.  
6. A compass helped sailors know which direction was 

north, even when there were no stars. 
 
Vocabulary Practice 1 
Across 
2.  valuable 
3.  coast 
7. sailor 
10. explore 
11. dangerous 
Down 
1.  curious 
4.  spices 
5.  voyage 
6.  monster 
8.  discover 
9.  compass 
 
Language Focus 1 
1. (c) valuable materials 
2. (g) new lands 
3. (d) where they were 
4. (e) find their way 
5. (j) such as the North Star 
6. (f) in the northern part 
7. (b) used compasses 
8. (h) was invented 
9. (a) which direction 
 
Comprehension Check 2 
1. False: During the early 1400s, explorers from China 

sailed on seven long ocean voyages. 
2. False: Ferdinand Magellan led the first voyage around 

the world. 
3. True 
4. False: When Jules Verne wrote his novel Twenty 

Thousand Leagues Under the Sea, voyages deep under 
the ocean were not possible. 

5. False: The Alvin can hold up to 3 passengers. 
6. True 
 
Vocabulary Practice 2 
1. (g) imagine 
2. (k) famous 
3. (e) novel 
4. (j) submarine 
5. (d) ocean 
6. (a) depth 
7. (h) underwater 
8. (l) scientists 
9. (f) wreckage 

 
Language Focus 2 
1. Many people lived near the ocean. 
2. The telescope was invented in Europe in 1608. 
3. Christopher Columbus died in 1506. 
4. Military submarines were used during World War II. 
 
Unit 8 
Getting Started 
 

 
 
Comprehension Check 1 
(Answers will vary) 
1. People drink coffee and tea for pleasure and for 

energy. 
2. People began drinking tea long before they began 

drinking coffee. 
3. European traders brought tea from China and 

introduced it to the rest of the world. 
4. Tea leaves become darker after they are picked.  
5. The two most popular kinds of tea are green tea and 

black tea.  
6. Some people add milk, sugar, or lemon to tea when 

it is served. 
 
Vocabulary Practice 1 
1. beverages 
2. consumed 
3. spread 
4. boiling 
5. ingredients 
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Language Focus 1 
1. (k) plant 
2. (n) climates 
3. (h) Even though 
4. (m) over 
5. (e) popular 
6. (i) green 
7. (f) begin 
8. (a) color 
9. (d) mix 
10. (g) flavors 
11. (b) lemon 
 
Comprehension Check 2 
(Answers will vary) 
1. (c) 
2. (b) 
3. (a) 
4. (c) 
5. (a) 
6. (b) 
 
Vocabulary Practice 2 
2. (d) recent history 
3. (j) it spread to Italy 
4. (b) the most widely consumed beverage 
5. (k) boiling water 
6. (i) all over the world 
7. (g) chains of coffee shops 
8. (e) tea leaves 
9. (a) coffee beans 
10. (f) a cup of coffee 
11. (c) a social gathering 
 
Language Focus 2 
1. are removed 
2. are cleaned 
3. are called 
4. are roasted 
5. are ground 
6. is poured 
 
Unit 9 
Getting Started 

 
 
 
 

Comprehension Check 1 
(Answers will vary) 
1. He taught how people should act, such as the 

importance of being kind and generous. 
2. He said that people should treat others the way they 

themselves would like to be treated. 
3. He thought that leaders should behave correctly, so 

that people would follow them. 
4. People learned about Confucius’s ideas from his 

lessons and through books. 
5. These books are collections of Confucius’s own 

ideas and traditional Chinese teachings. 
 
Vocabulary Practice 1 
 

 Word from text Part of 
speech 

1. collect collection noun 
2. generosity generous adjective 
3. important importance noun 
4. tradition traditional adjective 
5. philosophy philosopher noun 
6. govern government noun 
7. study student noun 
8. valuable value noun 
 
Language Focus 1 
1. (d) of the family 
2. (j) the importance of 
3. (e) what you do not want 
4. (f) should treat others 
5. (c) in many cultures 
6. (g) traditional Chinese teachings 
7. (i) into two collections 
8. (a) are called 
9. (b) a great influence 
 
 
Comprehension Check 2 
(Answers will vary) 
1. (b) 
2. (a) 
3. (c) 
4. (b) 
5. (a) 
 
Vocabulary Practice 2 
2. behave 
3. remember 
4. respect 
5. moral 
6. confused 
7. opinion 
8. immediately 
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Language Focus 2 
1. One day 
2. When 
3. Before 
4. At another time 
5. This time 
6. If 
7. Why 
8. So 
9. On the other hand 
10. So 
11. and 
 
Unit 10 
Getting Started 
 

Ancient 
Culture 

Type of 
Calendar 

Number of 
Days 

Sumerians lunar 354 
Egyptians solar 365 
Romans solar 365.25 

 
Comprehension Check 1 
(Answers will vary) 
1. (a) 
2. (a) 
3. (c) 
4. (a) 
5. (b) 
 
Vocabulary Practice 1 
Across 
1.  predict 
6.  actual 
7.  solar 
8.  lunar 
9.  phase 
10. calendar 
Down 
2.  revolve 
3.  cycle 
4.  measure 
5.  occur 
 
Language Focus 1 
1. (c) flooded  
2. (h) took place 
3. (k) way 
4. (b) noticed 
5. (g) time 
6. (a) every  
7. (e) based 
8. (i) year 
9. (f) takes 
 
 
 

Comprehension Check 2 
(Answers will vary) 
1. False: The Julian calendar is based on the solar year 

of 365.25 days. 
2. False: The Julian calendar is named after the Roman 

leader Julius Caesar. 
3. True 
4. False: The English names of the month come from 

the Roman calendar. 
5. False: Pope Gregory adjusted the Julian calendar 

because it gained a day every 28 to 31 days. 
6. False: Today, the Gregorian calendar is used as the 

international calendar. 
 
Vocabulary Practice 2 
2. (h) a leap year 
3. (d) a full moon 
4. (c) ancient cultures 
5. (f) the changing seasons 
6. (g) to revolve around the sun 
7. (a) to plant crops 
8. (e) to take place 
 
Language Focus 2 
1. was based 
2. was known 
3. measured 
4. added 
5. is called 
6. adjusted 
7. made 
8. is used 
 
Unit 11 
Getting Started 
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Comprehension Check 1 
(Answers will vary) 
1. If you drop a rock into a pool of water, the energy from 

the falling rock is transferred into waves. 
2. Energy moving through the water in waves makes the 

water seem to move. 
3. Most ocean waves are caused by wind as it blows 

along the surface of the ocean. 
4. Wind moves across water and transfers energy into the 

water, causing waves. 
5. Ocean waves can travel thousands of miles before 

reaching land. 
6. When a wave approaches the shore, the movement of 

the wave begins to hit against the ocean floor and the 
waves become higher. 

 
Vocabulary Practice 1 
1. Opposite 
2. (e) high 
3. (a) safe 
4. (b) leaves 
5. (f) surface 
6. (d) flatter 
2. Similar 
1. (e) sea 
2. (c) stone 
3. (b) top 
4. (a) heavy 
5. (d) shore 
6. (f) collapse 
 
Language Focus 1 
1. (j) seems 
2. (c) much 
3. (g) energy 
4. (e) blows 
5. (f) causing 
6. (k) small 
7. (h) sea 
8. (a) groups 
9. (i) travel 
 
Comprehension Check 2 
(Answers will vary) 
1. Rogue waves are caused when many waves meet at 

sea. 
2. Scientists measure the length of waves from the lowest 

point (the trough) to the highest point (the crest). 
3. The trough of a freak wave can look like a “hole in the 

sea.” 
4. Tsunamis are often caused by movements under the 

surface of ocean. 
5. The Indian Ocean tsunami of 2004 was the deadliest 

tsunami of the 21st century. 
6. A tsunami may be caused by an undersea earthquake. 
 
 
 

Vocabulary Practice 2 
2. (f) a falling wave 
3. (c) a small wave caused by a light wind 
4. (a) a huge wave formed when waves combine 
5. (b) a group of waves moving together 
6. (e) the lowest point on a wave 
7. (d) a powerful wave caused by an undersea 

earthquake 
 
Language Focus 2 
2. an undersea earthquake 
3. Tsunamis 
4. huge tsunami … hit Japan in 2011 
5. 18,000 people died 
 
Unit 12 
Getting Started 

 
Comprehension Check 1 

 
 
Vocabulary Practice 1 
1. volume 
2. flow 
3. crust 
4. layer 
5. material 
6. vary 
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Language Focus 1 
2. (d) is called the crust. 
3. (j) the Earth’s crust is very thin. 
4. (h) less than 1% of the Earth’s volume. 
5. (f) is the mantle. 
6. (g) it flows like a slow-moving liquid. 
7. (i) of the Earth's volume. 
8. (a) are the outer core and inner core. 
9. (c) heavy metals. 
10. (e) is even hotter than the mantle. 
 
Comprehension Check 2 
(Answers will vary) 
1. Igneous rocks come from magma, the hot material that 

lies below the surface of the Earth’s crust. 
2. Granite forms when magna becomes surrounded by 

cooler rock and slowly cools and hardens. 
3. The magna that rises to the Earth’s surface hardens to 

become rock. 
4. Sedimentary rocks are formed when layers of dead 

plants, animals, and rock are pressed together and 
harden. 

5. The layers of sedimentary are often different in color 
and come from different materials. 

6. Pressure or heat causes rocks to change form and to 
become metamorphic rocks. 

 
Vocabulary Practice 2 
 
Type of 
Rock 

Where it 
comes from 

How it 
forms 

Example 

igneous magma magma 
cools and 
hardens 

granite 

sedimentary broken 
rocks, 
remains of 
plants and 
animals 

materials 
are 
pressed 
together 
and 
harden 

limestone 

metamorphic sedimentary 
or igneous 
rocks 

changed 
by heat 
or 
pressure 

marble 

 
 
Language Focus 2 
1. (c) press down 
2. (i) harden 
3. (a) is formed 
4. (h) appear 
5. (f) begin as 
6. (d) are changed into 
7. (j) is composed of 
8. (b) lies below 
9. (e) becomes surrounded by 
 

Unit 13 
Getting Started 
 

 
 
Comprehension Check 1 
1. Western methods of government, education, and the 

arts were all influenced by ancient Greece. 
2. When a teacher uses the Socratic method, the 

teacher uses questions to help people gain 
knowledge. 

3. All men over 20 years old were citizens. Males 20 
and under, women, slaves, and foreigners could not 
become citizens. 

4. All citizens had the right to speak in the Assembly 
and to vote. 

5. Government workers received salaries, so even poor 
people could afford to work for the government. 

6. Government jobs were assigned randomly, so each 
citizen had a chance to do different jobs. 

 
Vocabulary Practice 1 
2. (b) 
3. (a) 
4. (b) 
5. (a) 
6. (c) 
 
Language Focus 1 
1. (f) society 
2. (c) built 
3. (h) sculptors 
4. (a)  flourished 
5. (k) including 
6. (b) important 
7. (l) method 
8. (i) Socratic 
 
Comprehension Check 2 
1. (a) 
2. (c) 
3. (b) 
4. (a) 
5. (b) 
6. (a) 
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Vocabulary Practice 2 
2. (d) marble statues 
3. (f) to recite poetry 
4. (j) to attend school 
5. (c) to practice gymnastics 
6. (i) the golden age 
7. (a) to stay at home 
8. (b) works of art 
9. (e) athletic games 
10. (g) formal education 
 
Language Focus 2 
1. to do 
2. wrestling 
3. running 
4. fighting 
5. Training 
6. to compete 
 
Unit 14 
Getting Started 
 

 
 
Comprehension Check 1 
1. They are convenient because they can be carried 

everywhere, and they have many useful features. 
2. They can use a basic mobile phone to make calls and to 

send text messages. 
3. Smartphone features include the ability to send email, 

access the Internet, and listen to music. 
4. In 2011, 30% of the mobile phones sold were 

smartphones. 
5. Sales increased everywhere. The area with the greatest 

increase was the Asia-Pacific region. 
 
Vocabulary Practice 1 
1. convenient 
2. Internet 
3. applications 
4. digital 
5. percentage 
6. quarter 
 
 
 

Language Focus 1 
1. (e) can carry them 
2. (i) send text messages 
3. (b) more and more people 
4. (f)  not only for phone calls 
5. (j) more expensive 
6. (d) small keyboards 
7. (g) such as games 
8. (a) taking pictures 
9. (h) being introduced 
10.  (c) understand your voice 
 
Comprehension Check 2 
1.  (b) 
2. (b) 
3. (a) 
4. (c) 
5. (b) 
6. (c) 
 
Vocabulary Practice 2 
Across 
1.  manufacture 
4.  app 
7.  touchscreen 
8.  period 
9.  quarter 
10. pie chart 
Down 
1.  market share 
2.  mobile 
3.  smartphone 
5.  increase 
6.  consider 
 
Language Focus 2 
1. to consider 
2. makes 
3. uses 
4. were 
5. represented 
6. sold 
7. see 
8. was 
9. mean 
10. used 
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Unit 15 
Getting Started 
(Answers will vary) 
 

 
Comprehension Check 1 
1. (b) 
2. (c) 
3. (a) 
4. (c) 
5. (c) 
 
Vocabulary Practice 1 
2. driverless 
3. destination 
4. traffic 
5. avoid 
6. relax 
7. decade 
 
Language Focus 1 
1. (g) the next ten years 
2. (i) throughout the world 
3. (h) the way people live 
4. (f)  rapid social changes 
5. (b) feel insecure 
6. (d) global problems 
7. (e) political conflicts 
8. (a) beliefs and traditions 
 
Comprehension Check 2 
(Answers will vary) 
1. John Elfreth Watkins, Jr. made prediction about the 

future in 1900, and many of them came true. 
2. Watkins predicted that rats would be exterminated, but 

he was wrong. 
3. Watkins thought that cities would be quiet because 

automobiles would be below the ground or high above 
the ground. 

4. Watkins predicted that automobiles would replace 
horses, but they would not be allowed on city streets. 

5. Watkins believed that photographs would be 
telegraphed from around the world and that they 
would be in color. 

6. Watkins imagined that cameras joined to “giant 
telephone” would allow people to see pictures and 
hear sounds from other places. 

 
Vocabulary Practice 2 
2. observations; predictions 
3. security; beliefs; followed 
4. driver 
5. warns; driven 
6. predicted; exterminated 
7. replace; transportation 
8. thought; allowed 
9. reproduce 
10. invention 
 
Language Focus 2 
1. (e) will be 
2. (d) will have been exterminated 
3. (i) still have 
4. (c) would replace 
5. (a) would not be allowed 
6. (b) would be 
7. (f) will be free 
8. (j) has not 
 
Unit 16 
Getting Started 

 
 
Comprehension Check 1 
1. False: A virus is a non-living particle that can cause 

diseases. 
2. True 
3. False: Viruses are not made of cells and cannot 

reproduce by themselves. 
4. True 
5. False: Viruses can cause both minor and serious 

illnesses. 
6. False: Most viruses attack only one specific form of 

life. 
 
Vocabulary Practice 1 
2. (a) particle 
3. (g) organisms 
4. (b) edge 
5. (c) biological 
6. (e) infects 
7. (d) develop 
8. (i) viruses 
9. (h) reproduce 
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Language Focus 1 
2. (c) and can only be seen through a microscope. 
3. (f) may contain over 10 million viruses. 
4. (j) to make more cells. 
5. (d)  cannot reproduce by themselves. 
6. (e) many shapes and sizes. 
7. (b) almost everywhere on Earth. 
8. (g) than any other biological form. 
9. (i) that is caused by a virus. 
10. (a) a particular plant or animal. 
11. (k) to other forms of life. 
 
Comprehension Check 2 
(Answers will vary) 
1.  Viruses can spread through the air or when a person 

touches an infected object. 
2.  People can prevent the spread of viruses by washing 

their hands frequently and by covering their noses and 
mouths when they sneeze or cough. 

3.  The body’s immune system protects against diseases 
by producing antibodies that can fight viruses. 

4. Doctors vaccinate people so that their bodies will 
create antibodies to help fight diseases caused by 
viruses. 

5. People can avoid getting influenza by getting a flu 
shot. 

6. Vaccines have helped reduce the number of cases of 
polio, measles, mumps, and smallpox. 

 
Vocabulary Practice 2 
1. (b) 
2. (a) 
3. (c) 
4. (a) 
5. (c) 
 
Language Focus 2 
1. (d) a small amount of virus 
2. (i) caused by the virus 
3. (b) getting the flu 
4. (e) or completely eliminated 
5. (h) against the diseases 
6. (a) fewer children 
7. (f) vaccination programs 
 
Unit 17 
Getting Started 

 
 
 

Comprehension Check 1 
2. False: Mrs. Thatcher’s parents ran a grocery shop. 
3. False: She worked as a chemist, but she was more 

interested in politics. 
4. False: British people were impressed by her strong 

character and her skills as a speaker. 
5. False: Mrs. Thatcher was married and raised two 

children. 
6. False: Mrs. Thatcher became Prime Minister 20 

years after she was first elected to Parliament. 
7. False: Mrs. Thatcher fought the trade unions. 
8. True 
 
Vocabulary Practice 1 
2. (h) a member of Parliament 
3. (g) a grocery shop 
4. (i) health care 
5. (c) Conservative Party 
6. (j) Oxford University 
7. (d) Prime Minister 
8. (b) twentieth century 
9. (a) a trade union 
10. (e) The United Kingdom 
 
Language Focus 1 
2. From 1943 to 1947, she studied Chemistry at Oxford 

University.  
3. In 1949, at the age of 24, Margaret became a 

political candidate. 
4. In December 1951, Margaret married Denis 

Thatcher, a businessman. 
5. Mrs. Thatcher was elected as a Member of 

Parliament in 1959. 
6. In 1975, she became the leader of the Conservative 

political party. 
7. She wanted to weaken the power of the British trade 

unions. 
8. Mrs. Thatcher believed that people should rely on 

themselves. 
Comprehension Check 2 
1. (b) 
2. (b) 
3. (a) 
4. (b) 
5. (b) 
6. (a) 
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Vocabulary Practice 2 
Across 
1.  term 
7.  resign 
8.  attack 
9.  policy 
10. election 
Down 
1.  tax 
2.  military 
3.  party 
4.  strong 
5.  candidate 
6.  economy 
 
Language Focus 2 
1. were controlled 
2. directed 
3. surrendered 
4. were excited 
5. was re-elected 
6. decided 
7. listened 
8. refused 
9. forced 
 
Unit 18 
Getting Started 

 
Comprehension Check 1 
1. The United Nations was created to prevent another 

world war and to help nations cooperate with each 
other. 

2.  The UN Headquarters are located on international 
territory within New York City. 

3.  From 1945 to 2013, the number of UN member 
nations grew from 51 members to 193. 

4.  The goals of the UN include promoting peace, 
protecting human rights, and providing emergency 
assistance after natural disasters.  

5.  The UN provides emergency assistance to countries 
that have suffered natural disasters, such as floods or 
earthquakes.   

 

Vocabulary Practice 1 
Across 
3.  protects 
5.  relief 
7.  disasters 
8.  territory 
9.  member 
10. express 
Down 
1.  formed 
2.  destroyed 
4.  Charter 
6.  signed 
 
Language Focus 1 
1. (i) protects human rights 
2. (c) to express opinions 
3. (e) with new democratic governments 
4. (j) free and fair 
5. (a) for emergency assistance 
6. (d) floods or earthquakes 
7. (h) food and medicine 
8. (b) or poverty 
9. (f) worldwide community 
 
Comprehension Check 2 
1. (c) 
2. (b) 
3. (a) 
4. (b) 
5. (b) 
 
Vocabulary Practice 2 
2. (e) recommendation 
3. (f) resolution 
4. (c) regional 
5. (a) approval 
6. (d) present 
 
Language Focus 2 
1. must be approved 
2. passed; is called 
3. are selected 
4. are elected 
5. is rejected; approve 
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Unit 19 
Getting Started 

 
 
Comprehension Check 1 
(Answers will vary) 
1.  When two people barter, each person trades a valuable 

thing or service for something that the other person 
can provide.  

2. When two people barter, each person must have 
something that the other person wants.  Also, the 
goods or services have to be of equal value. 

3. They would not be useful since they are very easy to 
get. 

4. Beads and shells were some of the earliest forms of 
money, as well as grain and cattle. 

5. Gold and silver were rare and could be used to make 
beautiful jewelry. 

6. Money makes it easier for people to share goods and 
services. 

 
Vocabulary Practice 1 
Across 
3.  cattle 
6.  goods 
8.  rare 
9.  attractive 
10.  system 
Down 
1.  exchange 
2.  precious 
4.  trade 
5.  value 
7.  service 
 
Language Focus 1 
1. (e) as valuable 
2. (b) as early as 
3. (c) as a form 
4. (k) were also used 
5. (a) as money 
6. (i) could exchange 
7. (f) such as 
8. (l) could be used to 
9. (j) to use 
10. (g) in exchange for 

 
Comprehension Check 2 
1. False: People used pieces of gold and silver as 

money before 2500 BCE. 
2. True 
3. False: Different cities or rulers put their own 

symbols onto their coins. 
4. False: Paper notes are usually used for larger 

amounts of money than coins. 
5. False: Paper money was first observed in China by 

European traders. 
6. False: Today, you cannot exchange paper money for 

a fixed amount of gold or silver. 
 
Vocabulary Practice 2 
2. Different 
3. Different 
4. Same 
5. Different 
6. Same 
7. Same 
8. Same 
9. Different 
10. Same 
11. Different 
12. Different 
 
Language Focus 2 
1. (d) bronze 
2. (h) coin 
3. (b) valuable 
4. (c) marked 
5. (l) prove 
6. (g) symbols 
7. (a) amount 
8. (k) specific 
9. (e) reduce 
 
Unit 20 
Getting Started 
 

NATURE NURTURE 
innate abilities home environment 
genetic patterns adopted children 
identical twins external experiences 
inherited abilities punishment by teachers 
natural tendencies  
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Comprehension Check 1 
(Answers will vary) 
1. Some people like to be around people. Other people are 

shy and like to spend time alone.  
2. They mean the natural tendencies or genetic nature of a 

child. 
3. They study babies and small children to see how they 

develop. 
4. Nurture focuses on how a child’s family environment 

affects the child’s personality. 
5. How a child is treated or punished could affect a 

child’s personality. 
6. Behavioral psychologists think that you can determine 

a child’s personality by controlling the child’s 
environment. 

 
Vocabulary Practice 1 
1. natural 
2. cooperative 
3. ability 
4. social 
5. fearful 
6. behavior 
7. develop 
8. tendency 
9. preference 
10. explanation 
 
Language Focus 1 
1. (j) natural 
2. (e) determine 
3. (a) born 
4. (h) develop 
5. (d) environment 
6. (g) scientist 
7. (f) explanations 
8. (c) psychologists 
9. (b) nurture 
 
Comprehension Check 2 
(Answers will vary) 
1. (c) 
2. (c) 
3. (b) 
4. (a) 
5. (a) 
6. (b) 
 
Vocabulary Practice 2 
2. (a) inborn 
3. (j) rich 
4. (c) affect 
5. (e) because of 
6. (b) understanding 
7. (i) the same 
8. (g) outgoing 
9. (d) argue about 
10. (h) very 

 
Language Focus 2 
1. (i) Because they have 
2. (f) that twins often 
3. (c) even when 
4. (j) that nature by itself 
5. (e) who are raised 
6. (d) Although these children 
7. (b) This research suggests 
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