
Workbook Answer Key  Professional Plan  DynEd Pro Certification – C1 
 

1 
© 2017 DynEd International 

Answer Key 

NDE Module  7 

UNIT 1.   

Life Choices Practice Exercise A 

Harry (c)   Joan (a)   Joe (d)   Sandra (b) 

 

Life Choices Practice Exercise B 

1.  if   

2.  even though  

3.  As a result,  

4.  While 

5.  unless 

6.  Because 

 

Life Choices Practice Exercise C 

(4)   (1)   (5)   (3)   (6)   (2) 

 

Life Choices Practice Exercise D 

1.  Had Joan not joined the company, it wouldn't have 

doubled in size. 

2.  Had the other coffee shop not opened up across the 

street, Joe might not have had to close his business. 

3.  Had Harry not studied foreign languages, he would not 

have been able to become a translator. 

4.  Joan's job would not have been eliminated had another 

company not bought her agency. 

5.  Joan thinks things would not have turned out so well 

had she not taken a chance. 

 

Life Choices Practice Exercise E 

1.  If Joan hadn't liked the idea of working for a small 

company, she would not have taken the job at Ace 

Health. 

2.  If the factory hadn't had high levels of pollution, it would 

not have had to reduce its operations. 

3.  If Joe's prices had been lower, he might not have lost so 

much business. 

4.  If Harry hadn't been injured, he wouldn't have to use a 

wheelchair. 

5.  If Joan had not worked so hard, she might not have 

become a vice-president of the company. 

 

 

 

Life Choices Practice Exercise F 

1.  learn, will pass 

2.  won’t swim, is 

3.  has, will see 

4.  will be, come 

5.  earn, will fly 

6.  don’t come, will miss 

7.  won’t be, forget 

8.  go, will visit 

 

Life Choices Practice Exercise G 

1.  had, would buy 

2.  were, would invite 

3.  would go, had 

4.  learned, would be 

5.  would call, saw 

6.  had, would play 

7.  came, wouldn’t be 

8.  were, wouldn’t go 

 

Life Choices Practice Exercise H 

1.  had been, would have played 

2.  wouldn’t have broken down, had checked 

3.  had gone, would have had 

4.  would have understood, had read 

5.  would have been, had shined 

6.  had learned, would have written  
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Life Choices Practice Exercise J 
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UNIT 2.   

Space and Time Practice Exercise A 

Jeff, Nicole, blank, Kathy, Sharon, David, Jimmy 

 

Space and Time Practice Exercise B 

a) 1.  Sharon  2.  Jeff  3.  Nicole 

b) 1.  Nicole  2.  Sharon  3.  Jeff 

c)  1.  Her car broke down  2.  She telephoned 

for the tow truck.  3.  It started to rain 

d)  1.  She was talking on the telephone.  2.  It 

started to rain.  3.  It stopped raining.  4.  She 

got gas. 

 

Space and Time Practice Exercise C 

1.  (a),  (c),  (d),  (e) 

2.  (b),  (a),  (d),  (f),  (e) 

3.  (b),  (d),  (c) 

 

  



Workbook Answer Key  Professional Plan  DynEd Pro Certification – C1 

4 
© 2017 DynEd International 

UNIT 3    

Epidemic Practice Exercise A 

1.  For example  

2.  Because of  

3.  Therefore  

4.  Therefore 

5.  for example 

6.  If 

 

Epidemic Practice Exercise B 

1.  has made 

2.  wears 

3.  have made 

4.  are 

 

Epidemic Practice Exercise C 

1.  such as 

2.  both 

3.  for example, that/which 

4.  are used to, such as 

5.  that/which 

6.  Some kind 

7.  for example 

8.  that/which 

9.  a type 

10.  that/which 

 

Epidemic Practice Exercise D 

1.  have made 

2.  have given 

3.  have, been developed 

4.  has increased 

 

 

Epidemic Practice Exercise E 

Polio  (1) 

E . coli (3) 

antibiotics (5) 

tuberculosis (4) 

HIV (1) 

 

Epidemic Practice Exercise F 

1. (b)  2.  (c)  3.  (a)  4.  (d)  5.  (e) 

 

Epidemic Practice Exercise G 

1.  (a), (b), (c) 

2.  (b), (c), (d) 

3.  (a), (b), (c) 

4.  (b) 

 

Epidemic Practice Exercise H 

1.  The low cost of producing silicon chips has 
brought electronic technology into our every 
life. 

2.  The diffusion of internet has made information 
transfer even faster than ever before. 

3.  The rapid development of computer 
technology has made it difficult to stay 
updated. 

4.  The decreased cost of computers has offered a 
greater number of people the possibility of 
buying a computer. 

 

Epidemic Practice Exercise J 

1.  can 

2.  can 

3.  couldn’t 

4.  can 

5.  couldn’t 

6.  can 

7.  could 

8.  could 

9.  could 

10..  can’t 

11.  can 

12.  Can 
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Epidemic Practice Exercise K 
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DBE

Unit 4: Product Comparisons 

Exercise A (Answers may vary, but should resemble...) 

1.  It gets thirty-four miles per gallon on the 
highway. 

2.  The Aria goes about 60,000 miles before it 
needs repairs. 

3.  It seats five passengers. 

4.  It costs $28,000. 

5.  It ranks number one in safety. 

6.  Its parts and service costs are higher than 
average. 

 

Exercise B 

1.  car  

2.  is  

3.  car  

4.  is the Aria  

5.  higher 

 

Exercise C (Answers may vary, but should resemble...) 

1.  How much does this car cost? 

2.  How much fuel does the SX use? 

3.  How many miles is the Aria built to go before it 

needs repairs? 

4.  How much repair work does the Epic need? 

5.  How many miles per gallon does the Aria get in 

the city? 

 

Exercise D (Answers may vary, but should resemble...) 

1.  The SX is cheaper (less expensive) than the Epic. 
Or: The Epic is more expensive than the SX. 

2.  The Aria gets worse mileage than the Epic. Or: 

The Epic gets better mileage than the Aria. 

3.  The Epic costs less than the Aria. Or: The Epic 

doesn’t cost as much as the Aria. 

4.  The Epic gets more miles to the gallon than the 
SX. Or: The SX does get as many miles to the 
gallon as the Epic. 

5.  The Aria isn’t as dependable as the Epic. Or: 

The Epic is more dependable than the Aria. 

6.  The Epic is less safe than the Aria. Or: The Epic 

isn’t as safe as the Aria. 

 

Exercise E (Answers may vary, but should resemble...) 

1.  The Aria costs $10,000 more than the Epic. 

2.  The Aria goes 20,000 fewer miles than the Epic 

before needing major repairs. 

3.  On the highway, the SX gets four more miles per 

gallon than the Aria. 

4.  The Aria costs twice as much as the SX. 

5.  The SX’s warranty covers 14,000 fewer miles 

than the Epic’s. 

6.  The SX costs nearly twenty-five percent less 

than the Epic. 

 

Exercise F (Answers may vary, but should resemble...) 

1.  the Epic has the least passenger room of the 

three cars. 

2.  of these three cars, the Aria costs the most. Or 
the Aria is the most expensive of these three 
cars. 

3.  the Epic gets the most miles per gallon on the 
highway. Or: the Aria gets the fewest miles 
per gallon on the highway. Or the Epic is the 
most fuel efficient. 

4.  of the three cars, the Epic goes the farthest 

before it needs repairs. 

 

Exercise G 

1.  most  

2.  bigger  

3.  more  

4.  best  

5.  more  

6.  fewer 

 

Exercise H 

1.  Though  

2.  and  

3.  but  

4.  Though  

5.  However  

6.  As a result 
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Unit 5: Decision Making 

Exercise A 

1.  may  

2.  will  

3.  will  

4.  hopes  

5.  could 

 

Exercise B 

1.  does  

2.  is  

3.  will miss  

4.  refuses  

5.  decides 

 

Exercise C 

d, a, e, b, c, g, h, f 

 

Exercise D (Answers may vary, but should resemble...) 

1.  Q: Why does Ed hope he’ll have the 
opportunity to go overseas? A: He thinks 
it will help his career. 

2.  Q: Why would it be easier for Ed than for Bob 
to make the move to Australia? A: Ed is 
younger than Bob, and he’s single. 

3.  Q: Why might Bob go to Australia for a year? A: 
He might go to open up a branch office in 
Sydney. 

4.  Q: Why would Bob have to sell his house? A: He 
would have to sell his house in order to 
take his family to Australia with him. 

5.  Q: Why does Bob hope Sonia will change the 
housing policy? A: He would like to help 
his company. 

 

Exercise E 

1.  to go  

2.  to help  

3.  working  

4.  send  

5.  to go  

6.  moving  

7.  to stay  

8.  to send 

 

Exercise F (Answers may vary, but should resemble...) 

1.  Who will go to Australia if Ms. Scott changes 
the housing policy? Or: What will happen if 
Ms. Scott changes the housing policy? 

2.  Who could refuse to change the housing policy? 

Or: What could Sonia do? 

3.  Who won’t provide housing for Bob? Or: What 

won’t Federal Motors do? 

4.  Who would like to go to Europe or Japan? Or: 

What would Ed like to do? 

5.  What will Bob have to do if he takes his family 
with him to Australia? Or: What will happen 
if Bob takes his family with him to Australia? 
Or: What will Bob have to do to take his 
family to Australia with him? 

 

Exercise G (Answers may vary, but should resemble...) 

1.  Will Bob miss his wife and children if he has to 

leave them behind? 

2.  Will Sonia change her mind about sending Bob 

to Australia? 

3.  Would Sonia like Bob to go to Australia? Or: 

Would Sonia like Bob to take the assignment? 

4.  Would it help Bob’s career if he did well in 

Australia?  
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EBTN  

Unit 5: Bar Graphs 

1.  The birthrate for Asia is 3.5. 

2.  Europe has a birthrate just below 2.0. 

3.  Japan has the lowest birthrate. 

4.  The United States has a birthrate slightly higher 
than Japan’s but lower than Europe’s. 

5.  The U.S. has a higher birthrate than Japan. 

6.  Asia and Latin America have about the same 
birthrate. 

 

 

Unit 6: Pie Graphs 

1.  6  

2.  Commute  

3.  Salary  

4.  Environment & Co-Workers  

5.  Nuclear  

6.  Coal, Oil, Natural Gas 

7.  Occasional & Non-drinkers  

8.  (c) 
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FIB 

Unit 2:  Episode 1:  Checking in 

 

Exercise A 

Part 1. 

1.  (b)  

2.  (a)  

3.  (c)  

4.  (a)  

5.  (b)  

6.  (a) 

 

Part 2. 

1.  (e)  

2.  (i)  

3.  (b)  

4.  (d)  

5.  (f)  

6.  (h)  

7.  (a)  

8.  (c)  

9.  (j)  

10.  (g) 

 

 

Exercise B 

Part 1. 

1.  F  

2.  T   

3.  F  

4.  T  

5.  F 

6.  F  

7.  T  

8.  F  

9.  F  

10.  F 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Part 2. 

1.  (b)  

2.  (g)  

3  (d)  

4.  (c)  

5.  (f)  

6.  (j)  

7.  (i)  

8.  (a)  

9.  (e)  

10.  (h) 

 

 

Exercise C 

Part 1  Student answers will vary 

 

Part 2  Student answers will vary 

 

Part 3.  

1.  (b)  

2.  (d)   

3.  (c)  

4.  (a)  

5.  (d) 
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Unit 3:  Episode 2:  Making an Appointment 

Exercise A 

Part 1 

1.  (h)  

2.  (c)  

3.  (i)  

4.  (j)  

5.  (k)  

6.  (a)  

7.  (f)   

8.  (d) 

Part 2.  Message for Mr. Epstein: 

X Mr. Charles Blake X called 

Please call him/her back at: 

408-942-0400, room 222 

X As soon as possible 

Message taken by:__Student name___ 

Time: _____________ Date: June 10 

 

Exercise B 

Part 1 

1.  (i) 

2.  (b)  

3.  (n)  

4.  (g)  

5.  (a)  

6.  (f)  

7.  (l)   

8.  (k)  

9.  (j)  

10.  (h) 

Part 2 

1.  (d)  

2.  (c)  

3.  (e/f)  

4.  (f)  

5.  (a)  

6.  (b)  

7.  (b) 

 

Exercise C 

Part 1  (Self Assessment) 

Part 2  (Self Assessment) 

Unit 4:  Episode 3:  Confirming Plans 

Exercise A 

Part 1 

1.  (a)  

2.  (b)  

3.  (c) 

Part 2 

1.  (b)  

2.  (a)  

3.  (b)  

4.  (b)  

5.  (c) 

 

Exercise B 

Part 1 a) 

1.  (c)  

2.  (b)  

3.  (d)  

4.  (a) 

Part 1 b) 

DISAGREEING POLITELY GIVING AN OPINION 

STALLING 

I can see why you don't agree, but 

I understand your reservations, but 

I’m sorry, but I don’t see it that way. 

I’m afraid I don’t agree. 

In my opinion … 

I think …. 

Let's discuss it further tomorrow. 

I don't think that this is the best 

time to talk about it. 

Part 2 

(1)  I think (2) I understand your reservations, 

Shirley, but (3) Let’s discuss it further tomorrow. 

 

Exercise C 

Part 1.  Student answers will vary 

Part 2.  

1.  (f)  
2.  (a)  
3.  (c)  
4.  (e)  
5.  (d)  
6.  (b)  
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AL 

Lecture 1 Quiz (Wording and supporting examples may vary.) 
 

1.  Contrast diseases in the West today with those of 100 years ago.  In your answer, give examples of these 

diseases and explain how diseases from these two time periods are fundamentally different.  

Today’s diseases in the West are generally diseases for which we slowly accumulate damage over time.  

Examples include heart disease, cancer, and Alzheimer’s disease.  In contrast, diseases of a hundred years 

ago often led to a quick death.  For example, people died from the flu, pneumonia, and tuberculosis. 

2.  What is a stress response?  What happens to your body during a stress response? 

A stress response is the body’s response to a physical stressor.  For example, if you’re being chased by a lion, 

you will have a stress response.  During a stress response, your blood pressure goes up and you secrete 

stress hormones such as glucocorticoids. 

3.  What five psychological variables determine why some people deal with stress better than others? Give an 

example to illustrate each variable. 

The first variable involves outlets.  If someone has an outlet for his/her frustrations, their stress response 

will be lighter, and they will be healthier. For example, a rat that can chew on a bar of wood after getting a 

shock is less likely to get an ulcer than a rat with no outlet.  Another example is that if a baboon who loses 

a fight can displace aggression onto somebody else, he will be better off for having this outlet. 

The second variable deals with predictive information: if you can’t predict what’s coming, you will be more 

stressed.  For example, a rat who sees a warning light before getting a shock won’t get an ulcer, but a rat 

who doesn’t get a warning will get an ulcer. Professor Sapolsky also gave the example of a person receiving 

painful treatment at a dentist’s office: a person who doesn’t know how long that treatment will last will be 

more stressed. 

The third variable involves how much control you have over a situation.  For example, a low-ranking often 

cannot control his life; if he finds food, for instance, any baboon of greater rank can come and take it away. 

Fourth, you are more likely to be stressed if you interpret your situation as worsening.  For example, if a 

baboon won a fight, but isn’t sure whether he won or lost, he will secrete more stress hormones because 

he can’t tell if his life is improving or getting worse. 

Fifth, you will secrete more stress hormones if you are socially isolated.  For instance, if a rat can sit with a 

friend after receiving a shock, he won’t get an ulcer, whereas a rat who is socially isolated will get an ulcer. 

4.  What are glucocorticoids?  Explain their importance in the stress response.  How can they affect you in 

the short term and the long term? 

Glucocorticoids are important stress hormones which are released during a stress response.  In the short 

term, the release of glucocorticoids help to mobilize energy to your muscles to deal with a sudden 

emergency.  That is, it shuts down most systems of the body, such as the reproductive and digestive 

systems, so your body can concentrate fully on the crisis. However, over the long term, if you chronically 

secrete glucocorticoids, you will get sick.  For example, if you are constantly stressed and you secrete this 

hormone all the time, you are at risk for ulcers, osteoporosis, impotency, and other conditions. 

5.  How does a baboon’s rank affect his psychological and physical health? 

Low-ranking baboons have no control or predictability in their lives, so they chronically secrete stress 

hormones.  Consequently, because their everyday levels of glucocorticoids are so high, their immune 

systems are suppressed (they have fewer white blood cells), they have a greater risk of heart disease, 

and they have less of the “good cholesterol” and more of the “bad cholesterol.” 
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6.  How does the sort of society in which you live influence your physiology?  What particular characteristic 

of a society leads to good physiological health for high-ranking baboons?  

If the society in which you live leads to a loss of control or predictability, you will secrete unhealthy levels of 

stress hormones.  For example, in the case of baboons, a revolutionary period creates a loss of control and 

predictability for high-ranking males, since everybody’s constantly fighting and changing ranks.   

Therefore, for high-ranking baboons, a stable society is best. 

7.  How does one’s personal experience affect glucocorticoid levels?  Explain this relationship using examples 

from the lecture.  

If your personal experience is that of a loss of control or predictability, you will secrete unhealthy levels of 

stress hormones.  For example, during a revolutionary period among baboons, an aggressive newcomer 

named Hobbs primarily attacked females.  The more a female was attacked, the higher her glucocorticoid 

levels.  If a female was never attacked, her personal experience of the revolutionary situation was not 

harsh, and thus her glucocorticoid levels remained unaffected. 

8.  Name four personality traits that Professor Sapolsky identifies as being healthy for baboons.  Give a brief 

explanation of each one. 

1.  Can a baboon tell the difference between the big things and the little things?  In other words, can a 

baboon differentiate between threatening events and neutral events?  If he can’t, his glucocorticoid 

levels were double. 

2.  If baboons are in a bad situation, do they attempt to take control of that situation?  For example, if a 

baboon is faced with an inevitable fight, his glucocorticoid levels are double if he lets the other 

baboon start the fight. 

3.  If a baboon goes through a fight, can he tell if he had won or lost?  That is, can he tell if his life is 

improving or not or whether there has been a good outcome from the fight?  If a baboon can’t tell 

the difference, he will have twice the amount of glucocorticoids in his bloodstream. 

4.  After losing a fight, if a baboon has an outlet for his frustrations, his stress levels will be better.  

Displacing aggression onto another baboon is an example of an outlet for a male baboon. 
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Lecture 1 Vocabulary Quizzes, Parts 1-3 

1.  in the face of   

2.  gracefully   

3.  cholesterol   

4.  life expectancy   

5.  accumulate/have accumulated   

6.  find out   

7.  recognize   

8.  risky   

9.  had to do with  

10.  hygiene 

 

Lecture 1 Vocabulary Quizzes, Parts 4-6 

1.  critical   

2.  mind my own business   

3.  crisis   

4.  store   

5.  toss out   

6.  dominant   

7.  divided up   

8.  went through the roof   

9.  chronically   

10.  short-term 

 

Lecture 1 Vocabulary Quizzes, Parts 7-9 

1.  assimilate   

2.  awful   

3.  status quo   

4.  punch line   

5.  stand up to  

6.  simplistic  

7.  coalitions  

8.  on the edge of   

9.  left and right   

10.  static 

 

Lecture 1 Vocabulary Quizzes, Parts 10-11 

1.  traits   

2.  went through  

3.  neutral   

4.  irritates   

5.  sees the glass as half full   

6.  came up with   

7.  outlive   

8.  tremendous   

9.  spin control  

10.  subset 
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Lecture 2 Quiz (Wording and supporting examples may vary.) 
 

1.  What is a gene?  What is the relationship between genes and proteins? 

A gene is a section of DNA.  Genes carry the information to create living organisms.  They do this through 

codes, and these codes refer to specific proteins. 

2.  Explain the concept of “spell check” in genes.  Give a specific example of what can happen if the “spell 

check” is broken.  

“Spell check” refers to the cell’s mechanism for scanning the DNA for mistakes; if a mistake is found, it is fixed 

immediately.  If the spell check is broken, results are often disastrous.  For example, colon cancer occurs 

because this spell check mechanism is broken and DNA mistakes accumulate. Consequently, the control of 

growth is lost and a tumor results. 

3.  What are the two jobs of DNA?  

The first job of DNA is to replicate itself extremely accurately.  The second job of DNA is to provide genetic 

information. 

4.  Explain why cystic fibrosis occurs and how it affects a person.  How does Professor Shapiro propose this 

disease be treated with gene therapy?  

Because of a mutation in a single gene, a child is not able to clear his or her lungs of mucus.  As a result, 

bacteria get trapped, infections occur, and inflammation occurs.  Children with this disease rarely live more 

than into their twenties.  However, Professor Shapiro notes that this disease can be treated with gene 

therapy.  In this therapy, the correct gene that one needs to not have cystic fibrosis is isolated in bulk 

quantity and put into a cystic fibrosis patient.  This correct gene travels to the lungs and combines with 

other cells, enabling children to regain normal function in their lungs, clear the mucus and live. 

 

 

Lecture 2 Vocabulary Quizzes, Parts 1-2 

1.  accumulated/had accumulated   

2.  single   

3.  accurately   

4.  scanned/had scanned   

5.  resides   

6.  mechanisms   

7.  precise   

8.  disastrous   

9.  screwed up  

10.  replicate 

 

Lecture 2 Vocabulary Quizzes, Parts 3-4 

1.  manipulate   

2.  reaction   

3.  infancy   

4.  wrapped   

5.  bulk quantity   

6.  accumulates/will accumulate/is going to 

accumulate   

7.  trapped   

8.  series   

9.  wind up with   

10.  spray 
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Lecture 3 Quiz (Wording and supporting examples may vary.) 
 

1.  Describe the economic growth of China since 1979.  In your answer, compare China’s economic growth 

with that of Japan and the United States. 

Since approximately 1979, China has been the fastest growing country in East Asia, which, in turn, has been 

the fastest growing region in the world.  Since 1979, in fact, China has grown at an average rate of 10% per 

year.  To put this in perspective, Japan, in its fastest growing decades (1955-1975) grew at a rate between 

9-10%; the United States, in its fastest growing decades (1875-1895), grew at approximately 6% per year. 

2.  Professor Lau says that although China has made a lot of progress since 1979, it is still not an “economic 

giant.”  Explain this statement. 

Professor Lau means that even though China growth rate has been extremely high since 1979 (10% per year), 

China’s per capita GDP is still relatively low.  For example, China’s per capita GDP at the time of the lecture 

is slightly above $600 per person per year, while that of the United States was about $25,000. 

3.  Explain the four parts of China’s 1979 economic reform. 

1.  The first part of the reform is the “open door.”  Here, China made the decision to open up the economy 

to foreign investment and increase its foreign trade with other countries. 

2.  The second part is “marketization.”  Marketization, in the context of this lecture, is the process of giving 

private enterprises more autonomy to produce for the market.  For example, in 1979 China gave 

enterprises more power to determine what to produce, how much to produce, to whom products 

should be sold, and how much to charge. 

3.  Professor Lau calls the third part of the reform the “devolution of economic decision power.” Here, 

decisions about investment, production, and other areas were transferred from the central 

government in Beijing to the provincial, local, and sometimes enterprise levels. 

4.  The fourth part of the reform was the creation of new non-state owned modes of organization for 

production.  The professor illustrates this through his explanation of changes to the agricultural 

system.  Prior to 1979, all the farming land was organized into communes, and all the people in a 

given area would work together to farm the land.  All decisions were made centrally by the 

communes.  However, after 1979, the communes divided up the land and leased it to individual 

households.  Under this arrangement, the households made all production decisions and farmed the 

land themselves; in return, they were responsible for paying fixed rents and taxes. 

 

Lecture 3 Vocabulary Quizzes, Parts 1-3 

1.  a good deal of   

2.  region   

3.  bear in mind   

4.  transition   

5.  reform   

6.  accomplish   

7.  claimed   

8.  point out   

9.  somewhat   

10.  autonomy 

 

 

Lecture 3 Vocabulary Quizzes, Parts 4-5 

1.  prior to   

2.  fulfills/is fulfilling/fulfilled/has fulfilled   

3.  supervise    

4.  countryside   

5.  quota   

6.  caught/is catching/has caught   

7.  spontaneously   

8.  divide up   

9.  provision  

10.  autonomy
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Writing Evaluation Rubric for C1 and C2 Certification 
The following rubric for essays was designed to focus on the importance of communicating and organizing 

ideas, rather than on grammar and mechanics, such as spelling and punctuation.  

To use, copy and paste this rubric into a separate Word document and save with the individual student’s 

name.  

Indicate the number of points in the yellow box under each category. Ex. For Organization, if you think a 

student’s performance is “Good”, write “70” in the yellow box.  

 Excellent  

100 points 

Good 

70 points 

Fair  

50 points 

Needs improvement 

30 points 

Organization 

40%  

The essay's main idea or 

thesis is clearly presented 

in the introduction. Each 

paragraph supports the 

thesis. The conclusion 

summarizes the 

information or states a 

course of action. 

The essay's main idea or 

thesis is generally clear 

and well supported, 

although at times, the 

essay deviates from the 

main idea or it becomes 

unclear. 

There is a sense of 

organization, 

although some of 

the organizational 

tools are used 

weakly or are 

missing. 

There is no sense of 

organization or ideas 

are presented in an 

illogical sequence. 

Score     

Content 

30% 

Ideas are detailed, well-

developed and supported 

with specific examples 

and details. 

Ideas are detailed, 

developed and supported 

with evidence. 

Ideas are present 

but are sometimes 

not solidly 

supported. 

Ideas are at times 

not supported or are 

unclear. 

Score     

Style 

20% 

There is clear use of a 

personal style of writing, 

suited to the audience. 

The paper holds the 

reader’s interest 

throughout. 

Writing may be awkward 

at times or unsuited to 

audience and purpose. 

Poor word or phrase 

choice at times 

interferes with the 

reader's ability to 

understand. 

The essay does not 

flow because of 

awkward or 

incorrect usage. 

Score     

Grammar 

and 

Mechanics 

10% 

Grammar and mechanics 

are excellent. The reader 

has no problem 

understanding meaning at 

the sentence level. 

A few errors in grammar, 

spelling and punctuation 

interfere with the reader's 

ability to understand 

sentences.  

A pattern of errors in 

grammar and 

mechanics often 

interferes with the 

reader's ability to 

understand 

sentences. 

Problems with 

grammar and 

mechanics make the 

essay extremely 

difficult to 

understand. 

Score     
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Grading 

Use this table to calculate a student’s grade.  

 

Category Organization Content Style Grammar & 

Mechanics 

Total for all 4 

Weight of each category 40% 30% 20% 10%  

Student’s score from rubric      

Multiply score by decimal 

indicated for each category to 

find percentage 

.4 .3 .2 .1  

Percentage for each category     % 

 

Example:  

 

Category Organization Content Style Grammar & 

Mechanics 

Total for all 4 

Weight of each category 40% 30% 20% 10%  

Student’s score from rubric 70 100 50 30 250 

Multiple score by decimal 

indicated for each category to 

find percentage 

.4 .3 .2 .1  

Percentage for each category 28 30 10 3 71% 

 

Maximum number of points possible: 400 points 

Minimum number of points possible: 120 points 

 

Suggested grade 

 

Excellent 85% + 

Good 76% - 84% 

Fair 70% - 75% 

Needs Improvement < 70% 

 


