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Answer Key 

NDE Module  8 

UNIT 1  

The Secret Code Practice Exercise A 

Phil (a) 

Shirley (e) 

Bob (c) 

Dan (b) 

Leslie (d) 

 

The Secret Code Practice Exercise B 

1.  had gotten, had been moved, changed, had 

looked, were opened, were used 

2.  arrived, had accessed, made, checked, had been 

opened 

3.  had broken in/broke in, could, thought, decided 

 

The Secret Code Practice Exercise C 

1.  (b)  2. (c)  3.  (c)  4.  (b)   5.  (b)  

 

The Secret Code Practice Exercise D 

(2), (4), (3), (6), (5), (1), (7), (8), (10), (9) 

 

The Secret Code Practice Exercise E 

(4), (6), (5), (8), (2), (7), (3), (9), (1), (10) 

 

The Secret Code Practice Exercise F 

1.  must have 

2.  would 

3.  would 

4.  could have 

5.  could 

6.  must have 

7.  must have 

8.  could 

9.  must have 

10.  must have 

11.  could 

12.  could have 

 

The Secret Code Practice Exercise H 
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UNIT 2 

Matrix Vocabulary Practice Exercise A 

1.  (d)   

2.  (f)   

3.  (e)   

4.  (j)   

5.  (a)   

6.  (c)   

7.  (b)   

8.  (g)   

9.  (h)   

10.  (i) 

 

Matrix Vocabulary Practice Exercise B 

1.  (c)   

2.  (e)   

3.  (f)   

4.  (a)   

5.  (d)   

6.  (j)   

7.  (g)   

8.  (h)   

9.  (b)   

10.  (i) 

 

Matrix Vocabulary Practice Exercise C 

1.  (h)   

2.  (i)   

3.  (f)   

4.  (a)   

5.  (j)   

6.  (b)   

7.  (d)   

8.  (g)   

9.  (e)   

10.  (c) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Matrix Vocabulary Practice Exercise D 

1.  (e)   

2.  (a)   

3.  (b)   

4.  (f)   

5.  (d)   

6.  (g)   

7.  (i)   

8.  (h)   

9.  (j)   

10.  (c) 

 

Matrix Vocabulary Practice Exercise E 

1.  (j)   

2.  (h)   

3.  (b)   

4.  (i)   

5.  (g)   

6.  (a)   

7.  (e)   

8.  (d)   

9.  (f)   

10.  (c) 

 

Matrix Vocabulary Practice Exercise G 
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UNIT 3 

UFO:  For and Against:  Practice Exercise A 

1.  (c)   

2.  (a)   

3.  (d)   

4.  (b)   

5.  (e) 

 

UFOs:  For and Against:  Practice Exercise B 

1.  (b)   

2.  (b)   

3.  (a)   

4.  (a)   

5.  (a) 

 

UFOs:  For and Against:  Practice Exercise C 

1.  In fact 

2.  However 

3.  On the other hand 

4.  However 

5.  On the contrary 

 

UFOs:  For and Against:  Practice Exercise D 

1.  (b) (c) (a) (e) 

2.  (b) (a) (d) (c) 

3.  (c) (a) (b) (e) 

4.  (c) (a) (d) 

 

UFOs:  For and Against:  Practice Exercise E 
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Review Exercises 

E1 

1.  ago, had 

2.  have 

3.  have, if 

4.  If, have 

 

E2 

1.  He found that the files were accessed twice 
over the weekend. 

2.  Nobody had opened his desk drawer. 

3.  There must have been another way to get the 
code. 

4.  The person who got the codes might have 
written a program to get them. 

 

E3 

1.  have 

2.  could 

3.  have 

4.  If, must 

 

E4 

1.  Natural disasters have caused the death of 
millions of people. 

2.  They are caused by forces beyond our control. 

3.  Diseases cause people to get sick and 
sometimes die. 

4.  Diseases are often spread by unsanitary 
conditions such as bad drinking water. 

 

E5 

 1.  An environmental disaster might result from 
climatic changes due to global warming. 

2.  Environmental problems such as deforestation 
require all nations of the world to work 
together. 

3.  When groups of people within the same 
country fight each other it is called a civil 
war. 

4.  Most countries have a military in order to 
defend themselves in case of war. 

 

 

E6 

1.  order 

2.  could 

3.  could 

4.  how 

5.  what 

6.  when 

7.  the same 

8.  unless 

9.  before 

10.  any 

11.  with 

12.  traveled 

13.  would 
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DBE

Unit 6: Planning Ahead 

Exercise A (Answers may vary, but should resemble...) 

1.  Some people in the R&D Department could 

lose their jobs. 

2.  Production of the X-2 should begin in three 

months. 

3.  The test may not be successful. 

4.  The assembly line might be shut down. 

5.  The weather could cause problems. 

6.  There may be a storm tomorrow. 

 

Exercise B (Answers may vary, but should resemble...) 

1.  Is there going to be a storm tomorrow? 

2.  Will the X-1 still be in production six months 

from now? 

3.  Will United’s future be affected by tomorrow’s 

test? 

4.  Will tomorrow’s test be postponed? 

5.  Will the manager of the R&D Department be 

given a bonus? 

 

Exercise C (Answers may vary, but should resemble...) 

1.  If the test is a success, United will begin work 

on the X-3. 

2.  Purchase orders for the X-2 are dependent on 

the outcome of tomorrow’s test. 

3.  A successful test will result in increased 

airplane sales. 

4.  If the X-2 passes its test, the R&D manager will 

be given a raise. 

5.  The X-2 will probably do well if the weather is 

good. 

6.  Increased sales will keep United ahead of 

Advanced Technologies. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Exercise D 

1.  cause, effect  

2.  effect, cause  

3.  cause, effect  

4.  cause, effect  

5.  effect, cause  

6.  cause, effect 

 

Exercise E (Answers may vary, but should resemble...) 

1.  If the test failed, purchase orders would be 

canceled. 

2.  If a storm caused a postponement of the test, it 

would hurt sales. 

3.  If development of the X-3 were delayed, there 

would be no salary increases. 

4.  If the X-2 didn’t do well, several major buyers 

wouldn’t order it. 

 

Exercise F 

1.  unless  

2.  If  

3.  unless  

4.  even if  

5.  if  

6.  If 

 

Exercise G (Answers may vary, but should resemble...) 

1.  Is increased defense spending necessary? Do 
you think increased defense spending is 
necessary? 

2.  Should spending on military technology be cut? 
Do you think spending on military technology 
should be cut? 

3.  Is defense spending wasteful and dangerous? 
Do you think defense spending is wasteful 
and dangerous? 

4.  Is development of military technology 
necessary for a peaceful world? Do you think 
development of military technology is 
necessary for a peaceful world? 

5.  Is it better to spend money on education than 
on weapons? Do you think it is better to 
spend money on education than on weapons?  
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EBTN  

Unit 7: Review 

1.  6,750  

2.  25%  

3.  x may be equal to z  

4.  x may be greater than z  

5.  50%  

6.  60,000,000  

7.  74,700  

8.  20° 
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AL 

Lecture 4 Quiz (Wording and supporting details may vary.) 
 

Wording and selection of details may vary.  

O 

H – Ask for  help from your host, colleagues and librarians in order to better establish your topic and its 

level of sophistication. 

 
L – Your language should be precise and relatively formal.  Slang and “Churchillian rhetoric” are not 

appropriate.  Your tone should be conversational since you are giving a speech, not creating a 

written document. 

O – You should  organize your speech by thoroughly preparing in advance; few can be successful 

otherwise.  The professor begins his preparation process by identifying his conclusion, the point 

toward which he is trying to build.  Early preparative steps also include establishing his point of 

view and listing themes he wants to include in the lecture. 

R – Do research to add meat to your outline, find specific data, collect memorable quotes, etc. 

D – The quality of your delivery is determined by your preparation. The more you prepare, the less 

nervous you will be.  Rehearsing in various ways helps you assess how you look and sound. 

 
A – Your appearance affects how people receive your message, so it is important to consider your dress 

and body language. 

M – An ideal manner is one that is professional and commanding without being disdainful or 

condescending.  The audience expects these confident qualities.  Similarly, it is a mistake to 

apologize to the audience because this essentially tells the audience that coming to the lecture 

was a mistake for them.  Finally, Professor Kennedy warns against developing distracting ticks 

while lecturing.  In sum, you should be yourself when you lecture, but your best prepared, most 

professional self. 

 
I – The introduction is a key part of the lecture.  The introduction is what makes your first impression, 

and it represents your opportunity to put your remarks into a context, establish a framework for 

your lecture, and reveal your basic argument and destination. 

 
S – A lecture should be  simple.  It should typically contain no more than three or four principal points, 

and should not contain any lengthy quotes, since reading long printed quotes disrupts the tone 

and flow of the lecture. 

C – To have  clarity in an oral presentation, you must repeat your points in different ways in order for 

these points to be comprehended and ingested by your audience.  You also need to have clear 

mileposts, or organizational markers, in your lecture so the audience can follow you easily. 

A – When Professor Kennedy says you need an “accordion” when you lecture, he means that you need 

to be flexible.  You need to have some extra illustrative material to use in case you need it as well 

as some material that you can delete if you become short on time. 

R – Repetition is critical when giving a lecture because it gives listeners a better chance to understand 

orally delivered content (whereas in writing, repetition is not necessary).  Furthermore, 
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repeating points in different ways is important because people learn and process information 

differently; the more varied the reiteration, the more people a lecturer will reach in his/her 

audience. 

E – At the  end of a lecture, you should refer back to your introduction and “close the circle” of the 

lecture.  If your lecture has been successful, you have done three things by the end of it: 

imparted useful information, guided your audience into a long-term engagement with the topic, 

and provided your audience with ideas they can continue to analyze and “chew on.” 

D – When you are  done, don’t add any final thoughts or second thoughts.  This might confuse your 

audience. 
 

 
 

Lecture 4, Parts 1-3 
1.  strive   
2.  novice   
3.  appropriate   
4.  remark(s)   
5.  go to waste   
6.  By and large   
7.  mandatory   
8.  knowledge   
9.  keep in mind  
10.  inspiration 

 
Lecture 4, Parts 4-6 

1.  Wisdom   
2.  composed   
3.  rehearsed   
4.  lacked   
5.  preliminary   
6.  spontaneous   
7.  on their own   
8.  in advance   
9.  jitters  
10.  anticipate 

 
Lecture 4, Parts 7-9 

1.  loose track of   
2.  ignorance   
3.  impose   
4.  regard   
5.  conceded   
6.  conveyed   
7.  tinkered   
8.  marvelous 
9.  trivial  
10.  looked down his/her nose at 

 

Lecture 4, Parts 10-12 
1.  signifies   
2.  devised   
3.  take into account   
4.  impression   
5.  saying   
6.  setting   
7.  prior   
8.  boils down 
9.  leave out  
10.  anecdotes 

 
Lecture 4, Parts 13-14 

1.  acknowledge   
2.  sorts   
3.  are equipped   
4.  enhance   
5.  reliable   
6.  engagements   
7.  subjects   
8.  assimilate (or ingest)   
9.  impart  
10.  execute 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

  



Workbook Answer Key  Professional Plan  DynEd Pro Certification – C2 

12 
© 2017 DynEd International 

Lecture 5 Quiz (Wording and supporting details may vary.) 
 

1.  According to Moses Finley, what was the difference between “true slave societies” and “slave-

owning societies”?   

“True slave societies” were those societies in which slavery was such an important and widespread 

institution that revolutionary changes would have occurred if all the slaves had suddenly been 

removed.  Much more common, “Slave owning societies” were those societies in which slavery 

existed, but was not particularly important or instrumental to the functioning of that society. 

 
2.  What are Finley’s three historical conditions for a “true slave society” to develop?  

First, there needed to be private ownership of land, with enough land owned by some families that 

they needed workers from outside the family to help farm it.  Second, there needed to be 

available markets for which to produce commodities.   Third, there needed to be a lack of a 

viable internal labor supply, forcing landowners to turn to outsiders (people from outside their 

communities). 

 
3.  Explain Marshall Sahlins’ “circles of reciprocity” and how Professor Morris relates this concept to 

slavery.   

Marshall Sahlins’ “circles of reciprocity” refer to levels of obligation which controlled the way 

people interacted with each other.  The innermost circle, for example, contained an individual 

along with his or her close family, and within this “inner core” it was unacceptable to transact 

commercially.  For instance, you wouldn’t wake up in the morning and offer to sell breakfast to 

your children.  Circles further out in this diagram refer to groups less connected to the individual 

in the center with whom that individual could interact with in progressively more commercial, less 

“fair” ways.  Finally, Sahlins contends, the furthest reaches of this diagram represent people 

whom the individual perceives can be treated without any fairness whatsoever.  Although Sahlins 

was applying this diagram to trading patterns in the Stone Age, Professor Morris uses these same 

principles help explain how slaveholders viewed the world. 

 
4.  What is the “banality of evil” and how does Professor Morris relate it to slavery? According to 

Hannah Arendt, what else in history does it help to explain?  

The “banality of evil,” a term from Hannah Arendt’s book Eichmann in Jerusalem, refers to the 

institutionalization and bureaucratization of evil practices. That is, evil practices become so 

engrained into the routine and workings of a society that individuals can lose perspective of and 

connection with the evil things they are doing.  Professor Morris explains how, over generations, 

slavery had become a banal practice.  He also notes Hannah Arendt’s belief that this “banality of 

evil” helps explain the atrocities against Jews committed by functionaries in the Nazi regime. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lecture 5, Parts 1-3 1.  evidence   
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2.  come up with   
3.  bumped into   
4.  take for granted   
5.  confronted   
6.  tend   
7.  vital   
8.  moral   
9.  exports  
10.  principles 

 
Lecture 5, Parts 4-6 

1.  distant   
2.  profit   
3.  notion   
4.  instincts   
5.  collapsed   
6.  earn a living   
7.  fly   
8.  turn to   
9.  urban  
10. compelled 

 
Lecture 5, Parts 7-8 

1.  paradox   
2.  course   
3.  abrupt   
4.  rebellion    
5.  draw attention   
6.  wrap up   
7.  brings to mind   
8.  occurred   
9.  prominent  
10.  alarming 
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Lecture 6 Quiz (Wording and supporting details may vary.) 
 

1.  What is magma?  What are the three gasses which are typically found in magma?  

Magma is molten rock, typically with gasses dissolved in it.  These gasses are dominantly water, 

CO2, and sulfur gas. 
 

2.  What is the difference between magmatic and hydrovolcanic eruptions?  

Magmatic eruptions are powered by the expansion of gasses, which had been dissolved in magma 

at depth, coming out of solution. Hydrovolcanic eruptions are powered by the expansion of liquid 

water that comes into contact with hot rock or magma.  This water flashes to steam, expands in 

volume by a factor of 24, and blasts apart the rocks around it. 

 

3.  Explain the difference between basalt and rhyolite in each of the three categories below.  For 

each category, explain why the difference is significant. 
 

a.  silica content:  Rhyolites have more silica than basalts.  Consequently, basalts are much 

more fertile than rhyolites since plants can’t make any use of silica.  In addition, basalts 

are darker in color than rhyolites since because many of the major elements found in 

basalts, such as calcium, magnesium, titanium and iron, are darker in color than silica. 
 

b.  eruption temperatures: Basalts have higher eruption temperatures than rhyolites. Therefore, 
basalt lava flows are more fluid and less viscous than rhyolite flows; Professor Mahood 
compared the appearance of basalt flows to water and rhyolite flows to toothpaste. 

 

c.  water content:  Basalts have only a few tenths of a weight percent water, while rhyolites can 

have up to six percent.  Consequently, the volume expansion of all that water in rhyolites 

make rhyolitic eruptions more explosive and dangerous.  In addition, since rhyolite lavas 

are viscous, it means that the water bubbles are having a harder time escaping, so 

tremendous pressure builds up, further compounding the explosiveness. 

 

 

Lecture 6, Parts 1-2 
1.  hazard   
2.  react   
3.  volume   
4.  squeeze   
5.  fertile   
6.  severe   
7.  vigorously   
8.  keep down   
9.  abundant 
10.  set the stage for 
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Lecture 7 Quiz (Wording and supporting details may vary.) 
 
 

1.  Why is the word “airplane” in quotation marks in the title of the lecture?  

The word invention is problematic. That is, depending on how one defines “invention,” and, more 

specifically, on what one requires of an airplane, conclusions about who “invented” the airplane will 

vary. 

2.  Explain the two theories of invention that Professor Vicenti discusses. Which one does he consider to 

be more realistic? Why?  

Professor Vicenti discusses the heroic and social theories of invention. The heroic theory, which is a 

product of the Italian Renaissance, portrays inventions as the products of singular, extraordinary 

geniuses. In this way, according to the heroic theory, inventions are thought to be the products of 

sudden isolated breakthroughs. On the other hand, the social theory argues that inventions are usually 

the product of the gradual buildup of contributions of many people over many years.  The professor 

feels that the social theory is more correct since it recognizes that inventions are the result of communal 

processes. 

3.  In chronological order, discuss the most important contributions of the following individuals toward the 

invention of the airplane: Cleimont Ader, George Cayley, Otto Lilienthal, Alphonse Penaud, and the 

Wright brothers. 

• George Cayley contributed the framework for thinking about the problem of flight. Most 

importantly, he separated lift from thrust. He also designed wings with dihedral angles. 

• Alphonse Penaud, with the use of a propeller and twisted rubber band for a motor, created 

an airplane that demonstrated for the first time the feasibility of sustained flight under 

power. 

• Cleimont Ader created an airplane called the Eole, which demonstrated for the first time sustained 

power flight in a person-carrying aircraft. The Eole could take off from level ground with only the 

aid of its engine. However, the Eole was not controllable. 

• Otto Lilienthal’s most important contribution was his “birdman” philosophy. He recognized the need 

to get into the air in gliders in order to figure out the nuances and problems of flight. To that end, he 

made over 2500 flights. This philosophy ultimately led to the success of the Wright brothers. 

• The Wright brothers solved the last piece of the puzzle of flight by achieving control in roll. 
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Lecture 7, Parts 1-3 
1.  ambiguous  
2.  dispute  
3.  realistic  
4.  cumulative  
5.  heroic  
6.  theories  
7.  bear in mind  
8.  from time to time  
9.  back and forth  
10.  exhibits 

 
Lecture 7, Parts 4-6 

1.  constructive  
2.  notable  
3.  generate  
4.  overcome  
5.  insofar as  
6.  roughly  
7.  proposed  
8.  property 
9.  principle  
10.  resistance 

 

Lecture 7, Parts 7-9 
1.  a great deal of  
2.  aid   
3.  sustained  
4.  attain  
5.  take off  
6.  find out  
7.  disputed  
8.  controversy  
9.  consensus  
10.  shifted 

 
Lecture 7, Parts 10-13 

1.  steer  
2.  diminished  
3.  disturbance  
4.  steady  
5.  deviate  
6.  Vertical  
7.  To a certain extent  
8.  insight 

9.  vigorously  

10.  automatically 
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Lecture 8 Quiz (Wording and supporting details may vary.) 
 

1.  What are the three hallmarks or general principles of developmental pathology? 

• There is a continuity from normality to pathology. 

• We must only interpret behavior in its social and temporal contexts. 

• Children get more complex as they get older, which means they become more difficult to manage 

from a parental perspective. 

 
2.  Explain the behavioralist and preformationist views of child development. What conclusion does 

Professor Steiner make about which view is more accurate?  

The behavioralist perspective views humans as empty slates at birth, which means anything that goes 

wrong with one’s mental health is due to one’s environment. One’s environment includes one’s parents, 

of course! In contrast, the preformationist perspective views humans as pre-programmed beings at 

birth. In this way, whether one develops healthfully or not is predetermined in one’s genes; it has 

nothing to do with the environment. Professor Steiner makes clear that one’s psychological 

development is based on both environmental and genetic factors. 

 
3.  Describe the six factors of healthy psychological development in the order that they become important. 

• The physical or ecological environment in which one is born is most important in determining 

whether one begins healthfully. This includes the nutritional and economic environments, 

among other things. 

• Constitutional factors become important next. These characteristics are evident within the first 24 

hours and are reflected in one’s temperament. These factors determine the nature of one’s 

interactions with others and what one will learn. They begin to diminish in importance around 

the age of 5-7. 

• Parenting is next to exert influence. It continues to be an important factor until one reaches about 

nine years old, at which point its importance diminishes rapidly. 

• Beginning when a child is about six or seven years old, personality factors become important. These 

factors are similar to temperament, but are much more refined. For example, these factors have to 

do with how well children restrain themselves and how considerate children are of others. The 

foundations of these factors are formed between the ages of six and eleven. 

• Kids’ performance in education begins to be very important beginning in late school age because at 

this point, a kids’ ability to perform and respond to external demands is highly relevant to his or her 

development. 

• The last factor of development is one’s ability to select friends and mates. Although this factor 

becomes important at about early to mid adolescence, its roots were formed much earlier. As 

a result, to change an adolescent’s peer selection tendencies is not an easy or a quick process. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lecture 8, Parts 1-3 1.  set out  
2.  blamed   
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3.  make sense  
4.  justify  
5.  come back  
6.  circumstance   
7.  factor  
8.  optimistic  
9.  make sure  
10.  fill out 

 
Lecture 8, Parts 4-7 

1.  distract  
2.  guarantee  
3.  exert  
4.  rhythm  
5.  ultimate  
6.  cranky  
7.  mate  
8.  anxious  
9.  relevant  
10.  evident 
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Lecture 9 Quiz (Wording and supporting details may vary.) 
 

1.  Who was Miriam Van Waters? Where and when did she live? What happened to her?  

Miriam Van Waters was the superintendent of the women’s reformatory in Framingham, Massachusetts. 

In the late 1940s, she was dismissed from her position because she had been charged with hiring former 

inmates to work at the reformatory, had condoned homosexuality at the institution, and had allowed 

inmates to work for wages outside the institution. Van Waters demanded that she be able to face these 

charges at public hearings. After months of hearings, a committee overturned the dismissal and Van 

Waters returned to her position. 

2.  Why were so many people interested in the hearings of Miriam Van Waters? Professor Freedman argues 

that the Miriam Van Waters case represented the fate of something much larger than Van Waters. That 

is, the case symbolized the defense of the female reform tradition in the U.S. 

3.  What was the “female reform tradition”? Give examples of this tradition.  

The “female reform tradition” refers to the historical role women took in pushing for social change on a 

number of important issues. These areas of involvement include the abolition movement, moral reform 

movements, the settlement house movement, and the suffrage movement. Women pursued change 

in these areas not through formal electoral politics, but through volunteerism and organizations. 

Through these initiatives, women pressured for social change and provided services in areas which were 

often neglected by the establishment. 

4.  Was the female  reform tradition equally  strong  in the U.S. and Europe?  Explain.   

Some historians argue that the female reform tradition was stronger in the U.S. than it was in many 

European countries because, first, the union movement was stronger in Europe, which was an 

important source of social initiatives. Also, the U.S. goverrnnent did not get involved until much 

later in the kind of social services provided by many European goverrnnents.  Consequently,  

American women moved into this vacuum and provided many of the necessary social services and 

tried to influence social policy. 

 

 

Lecture 9, Parts 1-2 
1.  administrator  
2.  headlines  
3.  testimony  
4.  condone  
5.  broad  
6.  wage  
7.  advocates  
8.  reforms  
9.  taking sides  
10.  relieved 

 

Lecture 9, Parts 3-4 
1.  reach out to  
2.  charity  
3.  numerous  
4.  allies  
5.  legislation  
6.  fascinating  
7.  parties  
8.  threatened 

9.  For the most part  

10.  epitomizes 
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Writing Evaluation Rubric for C1 and C2 Certification 
The following rubric for essays was designed to focus on the importance of communicating and organizing 

ideas, rather than on grammar and mechanics, such as spelling and punctuation.  

To use, copy and paste this rubric into a separate Word document and save with the individual student’s 

name.  

Indicate the number of points in the yellow box under each category. Ex. For Organization, if you think a 

student’s performance is “Good”, write “70” in the yellow box.  

 Excellent  

100 points 

Good 

70 points 

Fair  

50 points 

Needs improvement 

30 points 

Organization 

40%  

The essay's main idea or 

thesis is clearly presented 

in the introduction. Each 

paragraph supports the 

thesis. The conclusion 

summarizes the 

information or states a 

course of action. 

The essay's main idea or 

thesis is generally clear 

and well supported, 

although at times, the 

essay deviates from the 

main idea or it becomes 

unclear. 

There is a sense of 

organization, 

although some of 

the organizational 

tools are used 

weakly or are 

missing. 

There is no sense of 

organization or ideas 

are presented in an 

illogical sequence. 

Score     

Content 

30% 

Ideas are detailed, well-

developed and supported 

with specific examples 

and details. 

Ideas are detailed, 

developed and supported 

with evidence. 

Ideas are present 

but are sometimes 

not solidly 

supported. 

Ideas are at times 

not supported or are 

unclear. 

Score     

Style 

20% 

There is clear use of a 

personal style of writing, 

suited to the audience. 

The paper holds the 

reader’s interest 

throughout. 

Writing may be awkward 

at times or unsuited to 

audience and purpose. 

Poor word or phrase 

choice at times 

interferes with the 

reader's ability to 

understand. 

The essay does not 

flow because of 

awkward or 

incorrect usage. 

Score     

Grammar 

and 

Mechanics 

10% 

Grammar and mechanics 

are excellent. The reader 

has no problem 

understanding meaning at 

the sentence level. 

A few errors in grammar, 

spelling and punctuation 

interfere with the reader's 

ability to understand 

sentences.  

A pattern of errors in 

grammar and 

mechanics often 

interferes with the 

reader's ability to 

understand 

sentences. 

Problems with 

grammar and 

mechanics make the 

essay extremely 

difficult to 

understand. 

Score     

Grading 
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Use this table to calculate a student’s grade.  

 

Category Organization Content Style Grammar & 

Mechanics 

Total for all 4 

Weight of each category 40% 30% 20% 10%  

Student’s score from rubric      

Multiply score by decimal 

indicated for each category to 

find percentage 

.4 .3 .2 .1  

Percentage for each category     % 

 

Example:  

 

Category Organization Content Style Grammar & 

Mechanics 

Total for all 4 

Weight of each category 40% 30% 20% 10%  

Student’s score from rubric 70 100 50 30 250 

Multiple score by decimal 

indicated for each category to 

find percentage 

.4 .3 .2 .1  

Percentage for each category 28 30 10 3 71% 

 

Maximum number of points possible: 400 points 

Minimum number of points possible: 120 points 

 

Suggested grade 

 

Excellent 85% + 

Good 76% - 84% 

Fair 70% - 75% 

Needs Improvement < 70% 

 

 


